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A Brief Relation of the Proceedings, &c. 


H E Firſt day of the Seſſione, being the 11th. of 

the fixth Moneth , eleven of the People called 

Q»4kers, were fetched out of Priſon , and led 

betore the Judgement Seat at Old Baley, and 

immediately were called by Name andfec to the 

Bar, and the Indictment was read againſt them on this wiſe 

(viz, ) Fer being Af an unlawful Tumultuous meeting, with force 

and Arms, to the Diſturbance of the Peace of rhe — — in con- 
tempt to bim, and to t | People, and to 

ple of all others in wo, &c, And then it was 

demanded of the co Anſwer, Guilty or not 

guilty ; and he was taken up inghe 

Street, and not the Indictment; and 


another perſon 
of his Indictment, 
money were given 3 
was both innocent and guiltl 
of the Indi&menr, and his in 
neſſe againft the ſame; gnd further e (aid, That they 
expected [uftice and Equity, and fo to give Righte- 
ous Judgement, they being Innocent People; Bur Alder- 
man Brown upon the Bench, mocked with 8 whining” 
voice, as if it were the ſound of a Dog or Car, and not like 
a man, eſpecially one that is ſer to Rule over men, who 
ſhould be as men of God; and DP. B. ſaid, It becomes not a 
Magiſtrate to ſcoff or mock at the Priſonersz. and R. B. de- 
nyed, and ſaid he did not mock, bur ſurely he did ſ, for 
thereby the Multitude were provoked to lift up their voices 
in laughter at his Lightneſs and Folly, in which he ſported 
himfelf as his manner is, and he faid, D. Baker did Cant, 


inner or Tennor 
nd Life did wit» 


and ſuch like ſcoffing words; But he anſwered, (aying, I 


ſpakę in the Fear of the Led, and I wod that the ſame were ſet 
up, not onely in the Hear:s of t he Magiff ates bu: alſe in the tearts 
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the evil exam 


of all here preſent this day; Fe $ - 0 de manded of him,whe- 
ther he wert ready to receive his Tryal, and he ſaid, he 
was ready to receive Juſtice and Jucgemenr, and they 
ſeemed to be diſpleaſed at his Reply ; and ic was put to him 
by the Court, whether he would be Tryed by a Jury, and 
he ſaid on this wiſe 3 He ſuppoſed there were men upon the 
Bench that might be ſufficient to hear and determine the 
matter without a Jary, as to the Particulars in the Indict- 
ment; and they therefore turned him by, and others of the 
Priſoners did give their anſwer accordingly, and one ſaid, 
That he was guilty of what was Truth, and not guilty or 
the contrary in the Indictment; And the Court ſaid, That 
if the Priſoners were guilty of one part, they were guilty of 
the whole; To which was replyed, Not ſo, for as it was 

Matter of Conſcience to thema it neſs for the Truth, 

lo it was Matter of Conſcief 7 
contrary; and it was ſaid } 


lome words in the Indiqg hemſelves mighc 
be true; and others of if as to the Indict- 
ment they accepted q d others becauſe 


f inner of Tearms, 

r pleas Mot guilty. Albeit, 
FKerned in the matter, being ta» 
M in the ſtreet, without the breach 
of any Law, eicheggr God or Man, and had then ſuffered 
more then thirty dayes Impriſonment, and been before the 
Judgement Seat twice, at two ſeveral Seſſions, and not 
tryed, nor his Innocent cauſe pleaded, nor he ſet at Liber- 
ty, but with many more have been thus taken too and fro, 
and hurried to Priſon and from Priſon, to the Judgement 
Sear, and from Judgement to Priſon again, dut the Lord 
God of Judgement will be eaſed of his Adverſaries, & plead 
the Cauſe of Innocency,and Recompence Vengeance in his 
ſore diſpleaſure upon the Head of his Enemies in one day 
Behold, behold, it haſteneth and cometh to pals. 

And fo becauſe they could not try them all; they ſaid 
they would try none of them till next Seſſions, and ſo fene 
them all to Priſon again, but as the Jaylors was hurrying 
of them away, D. Baker ſpake the words of Chriſt, ſaying, 


If ye had kucnn what this meaneth, I will\kave- mer) = not 
actie 


they did not plead (c 
they would not alls 
one was nothing ata 
ken upas an innoggf 


(5) 
ſacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltleſs. | 
And the next Morning he wrote a few Lines to Alderman ' 
Adams, to the end he might move it to the reſt of the Ma- 
iftrates upon the Bench, that they might be called to a 
ryal, ſeeing they had dealt ſo with them the day before; 
and forthwith the Marſhal of the City was ſent, to demand 
of them or move them to it, (viz,) If that they would cou- 
feſſe to bim that they were at a Meeting, and at ſuch a Meeting 4s 
was mentioned in the Indiftment , they ſhould go and be Tryed, 
and favoured it maybe, with a ſmall Fine, he (aid 5 But in 
the Fear and Name of the Living God he was withſtood, 
and the Priſoners kept out of the ſnare, and they let him 
know that his Meſſage did tend to fo much, as if he ſhould 
come to perſwade innocent men that they were thieves, and 
confeſs it co him when they were guiltleſs; And he laid, 
urt? After we had debated 
in, That if we ſhoũld confeſs 
Meeting , then we ſhould not 
ruth; ſor its true, we were at a 
the Innccent, Harmleſs 
twedenyed and wit- 
in the Inditment, 


What Anſwer ſhall Ir 
er, we ſaid a 


confeſs to, but 


manner we ſpoke to him, an 
in vain, then all would be tono 


making exceptions againſt the Jury. men, chis he delired 
| o 
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to kno of the Bench he ſaid, becauſe he did not know the 
particular points of the Law in that cale 3 To which the 
Deputy Recorder anlwered , they mighe make exceptions 
if they had good reaſons for itzbut che Perſons being ſtran- 
gers to all the Priſoners, they made no exceptions, having 
no knowledge of the men, and ſo could not well except a- 
gainſt any af them. The Jury been ſworn, the ſeveral In- 
dic ments were read in the Court, E. Burroughs the firſt of 
all, according as the Priſoners ſtood Indicted at the Seſſions 
about five weeks before, a Relation of which Proceedings, 
wich the Indi&ment Verbatim, ye have in our Second part 
' of the Cry of the Innocent for Fuſtice, lately publiſhed, though 
for out more orderly manifeſting the Flath to the perfect 
knowledge of all men, tis neceſſary that we inſert again in 
this place, the ſaid Indictment, which is as followeth, 


(viz.) þ 


LONDON, i. 
ut u pon their oath, 


HE Furore for our Lord aaK 

that Edward Burrougha ate „ together with 
divers other perſons to the MN Jurors un to the number of 4 
bundred perſons, 1he firſt dgy of June, in the fourteenth year of 
the Reign of our Lord Ning Charles the ſecond, of England, 
Scotland and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, exc. With Force 
and Arms, & c. in London, c. To wit, inthe Pariſhof Saint 
Ann and Agnes, in the Ward of Alderſgate, London aforeſaid, 
Under pretence of performing Religious Worſhip, otherwiſe then by 
the Laws of this Kingdom of England, in this Kingdom is eita« 
bliſhed , Unlawfully ani Tamultuouſly did Gather and Aſſemble 
themſelves together, to the great Terrour of bis Majeſties People and 
to the diſturbance of the Peace of our now Lord the King, in con- 
tempt of aur ſaid Lord the King an d his Laws, to the evil Exam- 
ple of all others inthe like Caſe offending, aud againſt the Peace 
of our Lord the King, his Crown and Pignit), &c, 


This being read by the Clerk , he proceeded co give the 
Jury their Charge, on this wiſe, That whereas the Priſoner at 
the Bar (tood Inditied for an Unlawful and Tumultuous Meeting, 
under pretence of Worſhip, contrary to the Law of the Land, 

in 


( 

in the Form of the Indiltment had beard, end bad pleaded 
not guilty of the ſaid Indid ment; 1herefore according to their 
oaks, they were to make true inquity between our Lord the Ki 
& the Priſoner at the Bar, in the caſe for which be ſtood Indified, and 
without favour or afl ion to try the matter, and give ibi ir verdid 
according to tbeir evidence, whether the Priſoner were guilty in 
Form and Matter as be ftood Indified. This was the ſum of 
the Charge given to the Jury. This being done, E. Bur- 
roug bs in particular was ſet to the Bar, and three men cal- 
leck by Name for to give evidence (to wit) Wiliam Brauch 
Thomas Glover , und Henry Halber, all of them of the Pari 
of May Maudhn's Old Fiſbfireet, all of whom cook their 
Oarh according to form', That they ſhould ſpeak the Truth, - 
and notbing but the Truth concerning the matter inguied of them , 
as God ſhould help them ' And having taken their Oachs,they 
were bid to lock upon the 'Prifoner, and ſpeak what they 
1 ay . —. bim rhe oy ter for which he 
ſtood there Indicted; Accordi the firſt began 
on this wiſe, That of rea he bring an ont 
Ceulchgfier”'s Com was commanged by his Captain on 
a certain day (beni the Sabbath day as be ſaid) to go with 
three files of Muſhneteers to the Bu and Mauth, where the 
Quakers were met, in Order to break their Meeting as be 
was, commanded; and then and there he found the ſaid 
people met together, to the number of about three or four 
hundred, as he might ſappoſe, but juſtly he could not tell 
hom many, and among them chis ſame Mr. Burroughs (ſaid 
he) now at the Bar, this ſame perſon was ſlanding upon a 

lace, and ſpeaking amongſt them, ſpeaking, yes, Preach- 
ing to them in their way, (ſaid hez ) and further, he com- 
manded his party to marteh up the Meeting to the place 
where this Perſon (now at the Fat) ftood, aud he bad him 
come down and ceafe ſpeaking, but he would not, but made 
ſome teſiſtanceʒ whereupon he commanded his men to pull 
him down by force, which accordingly they did, and then 
took him out of the Meeting, and he and his men guarded 
him to Paus where their main guard was, and he delivered 
him (this ſame perfon now at the Bar) to his Captzin,and 
this T teſt; fie upon my Oath, ſaid he, Gr. This done, the 
fecond perſon was called to ſpeak hat he could ſay in that 
caie 


_ caſe concerning the Priſoner at the Bar; to which he ſaid, 
he could ſay to the ſame purpoſe that the perſon before had 
teſtified, That whereas he was one of that partie command- 
ed to go to the Bull and Mouth where the Quakers were met 
together, and there they found this ſame Edward Burroughs 
now ac the Bar, Preaching amongf the People, and accor- 
ding to command they pulled him down, and took him a- 
way to their Captain, and this was all he could ſay. Then 
the third evidence was called, and he was asked by the 
Court what he could ſay in the Caſe concerning the Priſo- 
ner, his anfwer wae, That he had onely to ſay what the o- 
ther two before him had faid ; That whereas he was one of 
the party of Souldiers commanded to go to the Quakers 
Meeting, and there was this man (now at the Bar) ftand» 
ing up and Preaching amongſt them, and they 1 him 
down, and took him away to their Captain, and he had no 
more to ſay; Thus the evidences, gave witneſs, and this 
was the ſum of what was faid by them all. Then che Depn- 
ty rder asked of them, if they were certain this Priſo · 
ner was the ſelf ſame man, and hoꝶ many people they 
thoughe were at the Meeting; to wh they all anſwered 
yes; they were. ſure this ſame perſon was the, man, and 
there might be ſome hundreds at the Meeting, but how 
many they could not juſtly tell. | 
Then the Court ſpoke to E. Burroughs, and asked him, 
IV hat be had to ſay for bimſelf in this matter he ſtood there Indid- 
ed, and bad 244 not wi, and be bad heard 1 es 
againſt him, and if he had ought to ſay he might nom ſpea 0 
which he began to ſpeak on chi ſe, That he was fag be 
was permitted to ſpeak in defence of his Cauſe, and he 
hoped they would fully hear him in what he bad to ſay ; He 
was no Lawyer, and therefore unskilled in the particular 
points of the Law, and ſhould not take in hand cg, proceed 
as ſuch a one, but in as much as God had given him a mea» 
ſure of Reaſon, and a property of Juſtice, and a principle 
of Equity, to diſcern of different things, he ſhould make 
ute of the ſame, todefend the Innocency of, his Cauſe, a- 
gainſt the Charges fa)ſly laid againit him in the Indictment; 
and therefore he defired their patience, to hear ----- but 
while going on in this Diſcourſe, to moderate the Court, 
and. 
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and to prepare their minds for Audience, and that he might 
come diſcreecly to the matter ; the Judge of the Court 
ſtopped him, and interrupted his Speech, and cold the Pri- 
foner, 'That be muſt — mr and brief, for they bad much to 

do, and could not be beld in long diſcourſes. 
To which the Priſoner replyed, his Cauſe was weighty, 
and defited time of deliberace hearing, in order to found 
Judgement; and he now was to plead on the behalf 
of his Life and Liberty, for ought he knew, it mighe prove 
fo ; but he ſhould (God willing) be as brief and pertinent 
in whac he ſhould (ay, as the Caſe in hand would permit; 
yet could he not be bbund up to ſo many words, nor to 
ſuch a moment of time; but now he wands proceed to make 
his exceptions, which was as to the Witneſſes, that they 
were not competent Witneſſes, for .---»-= About this time 
the Fudge interrupted again, and asked the Priſoner, V bat 
Counrey man be w; To which was replyed by the Priſoner, 
Let the Court take notice ( ſaid he) how that but a very 
lictle before, thou defired me to keep cloſe to the matter, 
and to be pertinent tgthe pays and now thou haſt in - 
terpoſed a queſtion altogether by che buſineſſe, to lead me 
from the occaſion in hand, and as it were, to pervert my 
3 from what I was going upon, and this is not _ 
ir 3 at which words the Judge ſeemed highly dif- 
pleaſed, to beſo taxed in the Face of the Court by the Pri- 
oner ; and told him, It was not fit for « Priſoner to give ſuch 
word: at the Bar, andthe reaſon why be asked bim bis Name, ma 
becauſe be had ſaid, be knew not the Laws of England, aud 
therefore could not tell whether be was an Engliſh wen , for every 
Engliſh man muſt needs know the Law of the Land; To which 
E. Burrougbs replyed, he onely ſaid, he knew not the par- 
ticular points, or every particular point of the Law, and: 
not that he knew nothing at all of the Laws ; and as to his 
Countrey, he had been for the moſt part at London for this 
divers years, and did pertain to this City; and defired he 
might be permitted to go on in his defence of hiscauſe,and 
to ſhew his exceptions againſt the Witneſſes, which the 
Court gave him leave to do: And then he did aſſert, that 
the ſaid perſons were not competent Witneſſes in this Caſe, 
and therefore their evidence ought not to be taken againtt 
B bim, 


| 100 
him, for they were a party againſt him, and not indifferent 
men, and they could not Jutily.and according to right, be 
both Party, Proſecutors and Witnefles againſt him 3 That 
they were a party, it was manifeſt by their own words 3 
in as much as they had teftihed, they took him ſo and ſo, 
in the capacity of Souldiers, by force of Arms, which was not 
by due proſecut ion of the Law of the Land by civil Officers, 
by Warrant from ſome Civil Magiſtrate, or by Conſtable, 
Oc. And the Priſoner further teftified in theſe Words, That 
theſe men ho now appeared ga iuſt him as Witneſſes had 
themſelves violated he Law of the Land, and done vio- 
lence unto the Laws and Government of England, in that 
by force of Arms, and not by due proceffe at Law, they had 
ſeized upon his perſon, concrary to Magne Charta, which 
faith, No man ſhall-be taken, or impriſoned, or diſceized of bis 
free bold, but by the Law of the Land; And alſothe Kings late 
Proclamation, of the eleventh of Faxxery, 1660. (Which 
then he held in his hand at the Bar) wholly prohibiting 
ſuch manner of ſeiaing upon mens perſons as he would ſhew 
them, by reading the very words oftlig Proclamation if they 
would permit him; and therefore, in as much as theſe three 
Perſons now witneſſes againſt him; had done thus contrary 
to the Law of the Land, and againſt the very formand force 
of the Kings Proclamation, in apprehending and impriſon- 
ing of him by force of Arms, by reafon of which they were 
liable to an Action at Law, if he pleaſed to bring it againſt 
them, for ſuch their illegal fei ing upon him, and this both 
the Court and Witneſſes themſelves knew might be done, 
and therefore to Juſtiſie themſelves in ſuch their unjuſt 
Action, and to ſave themſelves from what danger they were 
liable to for the ſame z they did now come witneſſes againſt 
him, and their now giving Teſtimony againſt him was to 
their own advantage, and to juftifie themſelves in wrong 
doing, and to preſerve themſelves from that danger which 
might juſtly come upon them; And upon this reaſon he did 
except againſt them as not indifferent men, nor competent 
Wit neſſes againſt him in this Caſe, -»-- Hereabout the Judge 
ſpoke to him, and told him this was not to the buſmeffe, 
and be muſt be ſhort, for they would not ſuffer him to make 
ſach a flouriſh before them, nor to Preach and rr to 

them 
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them in the Court, and he mutt prove, . men bad 
ſeized upon bim contraryto Law ; to this purpoſe he | 
ſcem'd to be much offended at what the Priſoner had ſpoken, 
To which E. Burrongbs again replyed, That theſe three 
perſons themſelves had our of their own mouths proved 
what he ſaid, they had told the Court, how they were ſent 
in files of Armed men, and how they ſeized upon him by 
forcethereof, and led him away Priſoner ; and they had 
neither lawful Warrans from any Juſtice of che Peace, nei- 
ther was there any Conſtable came with them, which he did 
aſſert was an illegal apprehending of him, and contrary 
to Magne Charta, and he would but read the words of the 
Kings Proclamation to them (which be fill held in his 
hand for that purpoſe) and that would make it more 
plain, ------ Hereabout the Court topped him again, and 
denyed him Liberty to read the Proclamation, laying, 
that was nothing to the purpoſe, and the Judge ſaid, 
Should not over-rulethe Court, and do not ye ſee ( (aid he) bow 
be flouriſhes, and be would delude all. the e, tab bim away 
Gaaler, be muſt not be ſuffered to ſpeak tbus ; Then ſome at - 
tempt was to take him away b 2 but it was not then 
done; But the Priſoner kept cloſe to his matter ſtill, telling 
the Court and Jury, that theſe men were not fic perſons to 
witnelle againſt him, in as much as they had ſo unjuſtly and 
illegally taken him, &c. without any warrant from any Ju- 
ſtice of the peace, or due proceſs of the Law of the Land, 
cc. Hereupon Alderman Brown ſtood up, and ſaid, He 
would juſtifie their taking of bim, and ſome ſay, be was beard to 
ſay on the bench, be ſentthem to the Meet ing to takg bim, and it 
was lawful enough, Nc. And Alderman Adams ſaid, that 
ſeeing Sir Richard Brown had ſent him co Priſon, and ſenc 
his men to take him, it was Lawful ; for, Sir Richard Brows 
was a Juſtice of the Peace ; To which che Priſoner replyed, 
That though Alderman Brows was a Juſtice ofche Peace, yet 
in the capacitie of Major General of the City Regiments, he 
ſent his Officers and Souldiers to take Friends at their 
Meetings, and not in the place as he was a Civil Magiſtrate, 
for then he might and ſhould have ſent his Conſtables, or 
ſuch Perſons, by Warrant under his hand , and not rude 
Souldiers in ſuch a war like poſturez and therefore his be- 
'B 2 ing 
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ing apprehended by theſe 3 that had witucſſed agaĩuſt 
him in the capacity of Souldiers, ſtill made it appear, they 
were not competent witneſſes in this Caſe againſt him, for 
they were a party, and violaters of the Law themſel ves, &cc. 
Here again the Court interrupted him, and the Judge told 
him, 1 hat their evidence was gootl enough, and that if they had 
wronged him, be had bi liberty of the Law againſt them, and 
might do what he would in that caſe, but their evidence the Fury 
mighttakz; To which was replyed again by the Priſoner, that 
if their evidence was taken, and he thereupon brought in 
guilty, and ſo condemned, and upon that caſt into cloſe 
Priſon there remaining, how ſhould he be capable to help 
himſelf in any proſecution of the ſaid men, if he had a pur- 
poſe thereunto, and alſo the Judgement of the Court a- 
gainſt him upon their evidence, would juſtiſie them in what 
violence they had done againſt him, and therefore now on- 
ly was the time for him to except againſt the inſufficiency 
ofthe men and their evidence, or elſe never; And there- 
fore he defired the Court and Jury to conſider the matter 
well ere they determined it, and alſoaffttrmed that he had 
Law and Reaſon and Truth of his fide, and if they brought 
him in guilty it was not juſtly done, Here again the 
Judge interupted and ſaid, He was not tobe Juffered to prate 
in that manner at the Bar, and cryed take bim away, we will not 
bear bim; and be would delude all the People, and he ſhould not 
over - rule the Court, &c. And hereupon he was taken by force 
from the Bar, and then he cryed out he ſhould appeal to 
the Mayor of London for fair dealing in his Tryal ; and will 
not the Court hear, will they not hear me in defence of 
Truth ? whereupon the Mayor flood up, and called to E. 
Burroughs, and deſired bim to ſpeck, moderately and not offend the 
Court; To which he made anſwer, he was never yet reputed 
an immoderate perſon, and he ſpoke as moderately as 
his Cauſe would permit, and defired not to offend any; now 
the reaſon of the Court being offended, was at the manner 
of the Priſoners diſcourſe z which was with' a force over 
them undauntedly and confidently, and fo boldly as if he 
had not been in the capacity of a Priſoner at a Bar, and 
ſometime acting with his hands ſtretched out, and his arms 
abroad, appealing to the whole people to juſtifie the truth 

of 


Wo 
of what he ſpoke, and tis ſuppoſed that for ſuch cauſe, the 
Judge and Court took offence at him, for they ſaid often, 
ne was peremptorys and ſuch like. 

Bur atter a little ſtop, the Priſoner began to ſpeak to the 
matter again, ftill urging the Court — ury, that the 
Witneſſes were altogether inſufficient perſons, and told 
them, he would once more lay it before them, and then 
leave it to their confiderations ; Then che Judge iute 
ted, and ſaid on this wiſe, telling the Priſoner t hat he had 
nothing to ſay, but to theſe two things; Firſt, ¶ bet ber be 
could prove by Wutneſſes upon Oath , that be as at «ny tber place 
that day and time mentioned in the Indid ment, if he could do this, 
kis Witneſſes ſhould be heard ; Or ſecondly, If be gs at that Meet - 
ing, then to ſhew- ſome lawfu! Warrant, by the Authority of the 
Land, for bis ſo being, i could doeither of theſe , it would be 
beard, and might avail bim, elſe be bad nothing to ſay, and the 
Court would bear no other matter. 

To which E. Burroughs replyed, He ſhould now. ceaſe his 
Plea of the inſufficiency of the Witneſſes , and leave what 
he had ſaid to the Jury,and commit it to their Conſciences, 
and alſo ſhould now proceed to the Matter contained in the 
Indictment, ſor he had not yet ſpoken to that, and he had 
much to ſay, to ſhew the falcity of almoſt every line in ir, 
and he had a Copy of it there in his hand for that purpoſe, 
to plead to it; And firft of all he ſhopld move this to che 
Jory, as to itate the point directly to them, whereupon the 
i{Tue of the Caſe lyeth, as thus; The Caſe to be ſought in- 
to and determined by the Jury is not (faith he) whether 
I was at a Meeting at all; but whether l was at ſuch a Meet- 
ing for which | now ſtand indicted (that is to ſay) Such a 
Tumultncw, Rioteu Meeting, by force of Arms, &c. This is 
the point determinable, for ( ſaid, he) I confeſs in my 
judgement, Town this Practiſe of Meeting together for the 
Wo (hip of God, and I my ſelf have been at hundreds of 
ſuch Meetings, r To which Richard Brown quickly re- 
plyed, So ſhall you never be at any more; but ſaid the Priſoner, 
I never wasin a | my dayes at any ſuch Meeting as is menti - 
oned in the lad ment, and for which I am now upon my 
Tryal, and therefore (ſaid he) I deſire that the Jury would 
obſerve this very thing; and in Conſcience upon their 
Oaths 
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Oaths Judge upon this . whether they find not che- 
ther I was at a Meeting, but whether | was at fuch a Meet - 
ing for which I now ſtand upon my Tryal, ſpecified in my 
Iudictment; and this | ſha lea 
Priſoner. . bb. 

To which the Judge replyed, That he had ſaid lately, he 
knew not the Points of the — but now he had found out 
a ſtrange Point, but it ſhould do him no good, for the iſſue 
lay not there, Har if he was at « Meeting, it was ſufficient; 
and Richard Brown alſo ſaid the ſame; and therefore ſaid 
the Judge, If ye have any ching as to the two particulars 1 
have mentioned, ye ſhall be heard, but noching elſe will 
we hear. | | 

After a little top, E. Burrotghs ſpoke again to the Court 
and told them, That this common Law (which they ha 
ſaid was not written) bur lay in the Breafts of the Judges 
(this was ſaid both then and the Seſſions before) he was not 
well knowing in, neither the extent of it, nor the penal» 
ties of it z but the Parliament had lately made a Law in par- 
ticular on purpoſe againſt Meetings, and it might be ſup- 
poſed that their intent was by that Law, to abate the force 
of all other Laws, which might any wa yes take hold u 
any for Meeting together; and the occaſion of that Law 
lately made was on this, wiſe; The King at and ſinge his 
late coming into the Land, had made divers promiſes to us 
for the tolleration and allowance of Liberty of Conſcience, 
which promiſes they might expect the fulfilling of, -----= 
Here the Judge again interrupted and cold him, He ſhould 
not be perminced to ſpeak on that wiſe , nor co over<rule 
the Court, and they could have no longer patience; and he 
ſpoke ſomewhat to the Jury, telling them, they had heard 
the Witneſſes againſt the Priſoner, and they might pro- 
ceed, andcryed, Take bim away Goaler, which accordingly 
was done, and they pulled and haled him by force from the 
Bar, though the Priſoner kept on ſpeaking, and deſired 
that the Court would hear him yet a little further, for he 
had not done, and he ſhould offer both Law and Reaſon a- 
gainſt the Indictment, and he ſuppoſed ic was his right by 
the Law, to ſpeak the laſt words to the Jury ( in che mean 
time of this Diſcourſe , the Keepers were haling of 
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from the Bar) and it was a hard matter ( ſaid he) not to 
be permitted to ſpeak for himſelf in his Caufe , now when 
his Liberty was at che ſtake, and his Life too it might be, 
for Alderman Brown had threatned-him fo and ſo as they had 
heard, and he knew not bur that it was to deftroy him,and 
therefore of right he claimed liberty to * his Caule to 
the Jury,: who were his onely Judges in matter of Fact, 
and not the Court, ------ At which the Court ſeemed of- 
fended z but by this time the Priſoner was haled quite 
away from the Court, and ſet by, and not ſuffered to 
ſpeak one word more to them in deferice of his Cauſe. 

Then next of all were ſey-co the Bar ſome perſons more 
of them People called Anabaptifts, and their Indictment was 
read to the Jury, and a Perſon was called to Evidence #- 
gainſt them, who teſtified upon Oath, that the Perſons there 
Priſoners at the Bar, were at fach a day and in ſuch a place 
met together, and he was one of the Party ſent ro appre- 
hend them, which accordingly was done, and theſe were 
the very Perſons; and this was the ſum of the Evidence 
given againſt them. Then rw | were asked one by one 
what t had to ſay for themlelves? To which one 
them anſwered, He had little roſay but what had been ſaid 
by the perſon laſt at the Bar; and he for his part ſaw char 
they would not hear Reaſon, and he thought they were 
progeny already to do what they would, whatſoever could 
be ſaid 3 which the Court took as ſome reflection upon 
them, though by the effe & it was proved trug, That the 
intended to keep them \in/Prifon, whatſoever their Cauſe 
ſhould appear to be in the Trial: Another of them an- 
ſwered, As for meeting together to Worſhip God, it was his 
judgement fo to do; yet their Mibernge were peaceable, 
and not unlawful nor tumultuous; and to this purpoſe 
moſt of them anſwered; 'onely one Perſon told the Court, 
he confeſſed he was at their peaceable Meeting, and it was bis 
judgement and C nſcience to meet together among his Friends fepa- 
rate from that Publick way of: Idol trous Worſhip ſetup; at which 
words the Court took great notice, and was much offended, 
and Alderman Brown cryed to the Goalers, Take him away. 
and lay him up, for he ſhall be tryed for his life for thofe 
words; they are ſeditious words, and he ſhall be Fees 
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his life for them; and nl at cryed, Take him away, 
which accordingly was done, and he ſent into the Goal a- 
gain: This is the ſubſtance of what is remembred concer- 
ning them, onely they pleaded much there was but one 
Wit neſſe againſt them, andthey ought not to be Condem- 
ned by one Witneſſe; and thus much ſhall ſuffice, for cis 
ſuppoſed ſome of themſelves may make a more exact Rela- 
tion of che particulars concerning themſelves. | 

The Court and Jury having heard their Defence, or at 
leaft a little of hat they had to ſay. for chemſe}ves, they 
were ſet by; and next were called about twelve Perſons 
more of the People called Quakers, and ſet to the Bar, and 
their Indictments read to the Jury; Then a Perſon was cal- 
led to give Evidence, who when he had (ſworn, ſaid, I am 
now upon my Oath, and do teſtifie that I ſaw-all theſe per- 
ſons at a Meeting at a Houſe in Tower · ſtreet on ſucha dey, 
we being ſent ( faidhe,) by aur Captain to chat place, a 
party of Muſqueteers went to that Houſe, and we found 
them met together, and one Preaching among them, and 
we ſeized upon them and brought them away, and theſe are 
the Perſons, and this is all that I can fey, ſaid the witneſſe; 
Then the Judge ſaid he muſt mention in particular by poin- 
ting at each man in particular, and ſay that he ſaw him 
there; to which the Witneſſe ſaid, he had their Names in a 
Paper, and he would look upon that, for he might not 
know all their Faces, and theſe mens Names he thought he 
had there, and looking upon his Paper, he ſaid, The 27th 
day of May theſe perſons were taken out of a Meeting, and 
he himſelf was one that took them, c. Upon which one of 
the Priſoners, an antient man, Robert Craven by name, look- 
ed upon the Witneſſe, and asked him in theſe words, Didjt 
thou ſee me there at that Meeting? and the Witneſſe being a 
little truck in his Conſcience, ſaid Nay, I did not ſte you 
there, though before he had ſaid upon Oath he ſaw them 
all there: Alſo one Wiliam Newill asked him alſo if he ſaw 
him there that day; and the Witneſſe (aid Nay, he did not 
ſee him there; yet preſently afterwards ſaid be did ſee him 
there; which put a damp upon the Court, perceiving the 
Witneſſe ſotocontradi& himſelf, in ſaying and unſaying, 
and ſtammering as he did very confuſedly ; and the __ 

ifle 


hiſſed at him, and ſome A2. & hene that ſuch a mens 
Evidence ſhould be taken againſt wen, And another of 
the Priſoners moved the Court to take notice of the falſe- 
neſſe of the Evidence in this particulat, wher, had 
ſaid it was the 2yth dey of chat the' gs was at 
Which _ were taken; and the fndict ment the 
2th day of the Month, and hee was a contradi be- 
tween the Indictment and the Evidence, and defired the 
Court and Jury that hey would take notice of it; To 
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to make void his * from that mans Exception; yet 
there was little in it for them to take notice of, for if it was 
the five and ewentieth day of the Month as ſpecified in the 
Indi&meric, chen it muſt needs be the ſeven and twentierh 
diy, for the Law ( faid he) ſuppoſes che Fag to be done 
the 25 day, and evety 82 und Ge eg day; and 
thus the Judge of the Court ( viz.) rhe Recorder 
in divers orher words to this effect, feemed to e the E- 
vidence tha wes ſo falfe andconeradiftory — 28 
way njanifeftly apparent to the Ache Go 2 
chen preſent, 'who did many of rhem xf —_ 
Rice ard erue ment were turned —— an TO 
and Equity could not enter, biſt whatſoever 
Caſe appeated to be in Trial, and how iunocent forever — 
were found, yet it the Court war reſolved t 

2 HR we Fee, and to fend all back to Prſtpck 
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Woiſhips hown and am content to ſuffer ſor, if it be the 
loſe ot my natural life; but the Wicuefſe ( (aid the Pri- 
— foe h {won falſly, and he that will (wear will lye, 
according to the provetbʒ, and he bad che Jury do in che 
caſe witk him as they would be dont uato. - | 
Anocher of the Priſoners gs upon the perſon, who 
Wirneſſed againſt then), and he asked him, Art thou (ure 
thou ſaw me at the day and place ac that Meeting; The wit- 
neſſe anſwered, Yes, I am ture I (aw you there; and ſaid 
the P:iſoner again tohim, And didſt not thou then ſee alls 
how Richard Bromu did beat me, and kick me, and ſtrike me 
under the Chin when. I was before him at his Houſe che 
lame time I was ſent to priſon, which was a ſhame-co any 
© Magiſtrate to do ſo with any if never ſo great a maleff&or z 
Well, but ſaid the Priſoner further, I confeſſe (ſaid he 3 T 
was at that Aeeting, at my duty to God it was ſo to be; and I ane 
perſwaded the time will come, and that I ſhall live to ſee it with 
theſe ſame bodily eyes, that we ſhall meet together at that place, 
when you will not be there to diſturbe . At which words che 
Court ſee med not to take much notice, onely the Judge 
told the N partly directing his ſpsech alſo to 
the Jury That there was nothing to be ſaid by the Priſo- 
nets, that the Court or Jury could regard, as matter of 
weight on the Priſoners behalf, ſaving che two things be» 
fore - mentioned, (to wit) Firſt, Whether they could 
prove by good evidence, that they were at any other place 
that day and time mentioned in the Indiftment, if this 
could be done, they ſhould be heard. Or, Secondly, if 
they were ſo met together, then to ſhew ſome lawful war- 
rant for ſo doing, by the A of the Land; to either 
of theſe two things ary 1 ſhould be heard, elſe not toſay 
any more, for they would not hear them to which ſome of 
the Priſoners began to ſay ſomew hat, but were not permit - 
ted by the Court, and chen the Goalers took them away 
and ſet that Company by. 
Then was called to the Bar about 8 or 10 Perſons more 
of them called Arobeptits, and their Indi&ments were read 
to the Jurys an Perſon called and Sworn/to give Evi- 
dcnee againft them ;, who gave his witneſſe on this wiſe, 
That whereas he was Commanded by his Captain to go 
a with 


. C19) 
with a party of men to Beech-lane, where they were inform- 
ed theſe People were met together; accordingly he and his 
Party marched to that place, where he found theſe Perſons 
now at the Bar in a Meeting, and ſuch a one; of them 
Preaching, and he and his Souldiers did take "theſe men 
out of the Meeting, and brought them away to the 
Guard; and this was the ſumme of his Evidence: 
Then: the Priſoners were asked by the Court, what they 
had to ſay for themſelves. To which ſome anſwered, the 
Indi ment was falſe every line of it, and as many lies in it 
as lines, which che Court ſeemed offend nother of 
them laid, that for his part he ſaw it was to no purpole to 
ſay any thing, for they would not hea? Reaſon, and there- 
fore he ſkould: be ſilent] Another (aid, That whereas it was 
ſaid in che Indi&ment, they were met together by force and 


Arms, - This was falle, for they were neither in force nor 


arms, to which the Judge replyed on this wiſe, That was 
ouely matter of ferm in Law, in that it was ſaid, by force 
and Arms, and the Law ſuppoſed, that 8 or 
thing ways done contrary tothe Law of the, Land, it muſt 
be concluded by the Judges of the Lam, that char Act and 
thing was done by force and Arms, becauſe contrary to the 
Law z Thus the Deputy Recorder Howe!l, the preſent Judge 
of the Court, ſpoke to ſatisſie che Jury, as if that notwith- 
ſtanding every word in the Indictment was not abſolute 
true in the plaineſt ſence, yet one way ot other by ſuch 
loſs and interpretation it might ſtand true; bur how this 
could ſatisfie the Jury-mens Conſciences, | know not, for [ 
perfectiy obſerved, that the charge to the Jury was in theſe 
words, to make true enquiery whether the Priſon:rs were guilty in 
form aud matter of the Indidment ; but in the proceedings, the 
form is made nothing; for Richard Brown divers times (aid, 
If chey were at a Meeting, it this was proved it was enough; 
and it appeared to be the Judgement of the Court alſo,thec 
if the P. iſoners were proved to be at a Meeting, and a Meet» 
ing under pcetence of the Worſhip of God, whether ſuch 
Meeting was peaceable or with force. of Arms, it was not 
material; if they were Meetings either under pretence or 
really for the Worſhip of God; Tavecn Meetings, and Play- 
Houle Meetings, aud Whore- Houſe Meeting were not In- 
C2 - dicable, 
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ditable, at leaft no mention was made againſt the evil of 
ſuch Meet ings at that time, but onely where they met under 
pretence of the Worſhip of God 3 if fo, and that this was 
leemingly proved, it was enough for the fury to find guiley, 
andthe Court ro Sentence; Well, but to return again to the 
ra matter, The Judge ſpoke to the Witneſs, and asked 

im if he was ſure that cheſe were the perſons that were ta- 
ken at the Meeting, and he might point co them particular- 
ly, and ſay, He ſaw this man and this man there; To which the 
Wirneſs replyed to the Mayor and Court, My Lord { ſaid 
he) I do not remember the faces of all of them, nor dof 
know them by Faces, but I have «liſt of theſe mens names, 
(and looked upon it) ſaid; theſe mens names I have which 
were taken at that Meeting; Ke. The Court made a liccle 
ſtop, thinking chis was not a very perfect evidence, and ma- 
ny people were ſeen to wag their heads'in oontempt of ſack 
doings, and that ſuch evidence ſhould paſſe; for it — be 
truly conſidered, that though he had ſuch Names in a liſt, 
yet there axt many and divers men in this great City of 
one and the fame unt, and what evidence could that be 
againft 1 he did not know nor remember, 
as himſelf (aid, let honeſt men judge in che Fear of che 
Lord; Well, but the Priſoners excepted againſt the Witneſs, 
and becauſe but one Witijeſs; mentioning that Text, ſome 
of them, that under the month of two or three Witneſſes ever 
thing ſhould be eſt abliſped, much objecting againſt the ita 
ciency of one Witne(s, but that had no entertainment with 
them, onely the Deputy Recorder, ſpoke to them, as he 
had done to others before them , That they had nothing co 
ſay, ſaving to the two things before mentioned; Firſt, M be- 
they could prove they were at any other place that a0 and not at 
that Meeting for which they ſtood Indified ; Or Secondly, If 
they were at that Meeting, then what Warrant by the Authority of 
the Land they could ſhew for their ſo — bo 1 z If they 
could ſay any thing on this behalf, they ſhould be beard. 

To which one of the Priſoners replyed to this purpoſe, 
that the King had promiſed Liberty to render Conſciences, 
and tohim in particular he did promiſe at ſuch a time that 
they ſhould have their Meetings quietly, if they would live 
peaceably 3 The Court took little notice of what he ſaid, 

onely 
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onely asked if he had any Wien of it, the Priſoner then 
ſaid, not preſent here, but mentioned one of the Howards, 
that was then preſent with the Ning when ſuch promiſe was 

made; and alſo the Priſoner ſaid, *Tis a general Maxi 
concerning the Law, That no man whatſoever can diſpence with 
Law of God, wor no — ought to command any thing, 
contrary ts the Law of God, and I am ſure (ſaid he) our Meet» 
ings are according tothe Law of God , and defired to ask 
the Court a queſtion, and they gave him liberty. I defire 
to know (ſaid he) whether the Laws of Exglaud, be contra- 
ry or according to the Laws of God. The Judge anſwered, 
That the Laws of England were according to the Laws of 
God, God forbid elſe (ſaid — To which the Priſoner 
replyed, Well then (ſaid he) If the Laws of this Land be 
according to the Laws of God, as ye ſay they are, then we 
ha ve ſufhcient Warrant for our Meetings, from the Laws of 
the Land, becauſe our Meetings are according to the Laws 
of God, and juſtified thereby z and being warranced by the 
Law of God, we are Warranted by the Law of the Land 
alſo, if they areagreeable, and not contrary one to the o- 
ther, as ye ſay; And ſaid he, ye may read in the Scripture, 
that the Apoſtles met tagrtbor in an upper Chamber, botb men 
and women; and at another time were met 1 to the number 
of 120. per ſons. . Hereabout the t — his 
Dicourte, aud would not ſuffer him ſurt her, and told him, 
That was in che infancy of the Goſpel, and the Rulers 
were then Heathen, and perſecuted che Chriſtians, &c. 
Not much more the Priſoners were ſuffered to ſay that is 
now remembred, but all taken away from the Bar, and the 
Judge ſpoke to the Jury on this wiſe, That they had heard 
the Matter, both what the evidence could ſay, and alſo 
what the Priſoners had ſaid, and now they might proceed; 
andthe Jury aroſe up off their Seats, and went out to ſeek 
their Verdict, and as they were a going, E. Burroughs ſpoke 
to them, and told them, he hoped they would be more juſt, 
then to paſſe upon him, and not hear him firft co the ut moſt 
of what he had to ſay, as they knew he was nor permitted to 
ſpeak for him ſelf, whac he would bave done in defence of 

his Cauſe. 

Well, the Jury ſtaid out about half an hour, nd returned 
to 
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to their Seats at the Bar; and the Clerk asked them if they 
were all agreed? they ſaid, Ies; He asked chem who ſhould 
ſpeak for them? they ſaid, their Fore- man; Then the 
Priſoners were called by name, E. Burroughs the firſt, and 
let to the Bar, and the Clerk bad the Jury look upon the 
Priſoner, and give their Verdict, whether he was guilty or 
not guilty of the Fact whereof he ſtood Indicted. The 
Fore-man anſwered, Guilty. Thus they did by all the ref, _}_ 
and every man was returned Guilty by the Jury, ſave Rob. 
Craven and . Newil, about whom che Witneſſe made ſuch 
a ſtammering contradiction, as before ye have heard; and 
one of the Priſoners at the Bar, when the Jury pronoun- 
ced himguilty, he made anſwer in theſe words, I zould not 
(ſaid he ) for a bundred _ but be found guilty of Meeting to- 
getberto Worſhip God. When the Jury had pronounced the 
Priſoners guilty (in the very time of doing it, came Sir Or- 
lando Bridgeman on to the Bench, and ſat down) E F. ſpoke 
to the Court, Say ing, He deſired to know the Names and 
places of the ſury- men, and of the three perſons who had 
given evidence againſt him; and he detired them three 
might be there the afternoon, and he ſhould prove them 
falſe Swearers, as he could have done in divers particulars. 
And alſo ſpoke aloud to the Court, That he ſhould appeal 
to Judge Orlando Bridgman for better Juſtice, and ſhould 
move him and the Court the afternoon in arreſt of judge - 
ment, for he would have the matter heard over again. 

And he ſpoke to divers of the Jury-men, telling them, 
They had done injuſtly, and while he had a Tongue to ſpeak 
and a Hand to write, he ſhould not ſpare co ſhe their un- 
equal proceedings, who had condemned him,and not heard 
him to the utmoſt. It was obſerved by a Perſon in the 
Court, after all the Priſoners were gone, that ſame of the 
Jury ſpoke to the Court as they were paſſing away; that E. 

_ Burrovgbs had threatned them; & bat ſhould they do? An- 
ſwer was made to them, Do not heed what he ſaith, for 
we will ſtand by you, and more words to the ſame effect, | 
which the luformer could noc well hear nor remember; and 
what may be judged of this by wiſe men, but that there was 
an agreement between the Court and Jury againſt che Pri- 
ſoner, 


The 


23) 

The Court immed dy asche till after dinner, and 
all the Priſoners were led and driven back to New · gate a+ 
gain 5 | 

The Afternoon of that day none of the ſame Priſoners 
were had down to the Seſſions, but ſome others were of the 
ſame People, in order to Trial; and ſome weretryed, and 
others were called over, but no man appeared as to Accuſe 
them, nor Witneſſe againſt them; ſo the particulars that 
paſſ-d in the Court that afternoon, we have not yet had a 
Relation of, and ſo in this place muſt paſſe it, and paſſe on 
to the proceedings of the Court the next day, which was as 
follows. | : 

In che Morning early, all the ſaid Prifoners that had 
been Tried the day before were had down to the Court, and 
alto Four Women that had been taken at the Bull and Mouth 
about a Week before, who were the firſt Called; and their 
Indi&ments read for being at an unlawful and tumultuous 
Meeting, &c. as they ſay; and it was demanded of them, 
Guilty or not Guilty ? to which the Priſoners pleaded af- 
ter ſome few words betwixe them and the Court, Not 

Guilty; theu they were [ee by. Next was Called E. Bur- 

rougbs and ſet to the Bar, and ſo aſtet him every mam by 
Name was called and ſet to the Bar that had been tried che 
day before; andthe Clerk of the Court read a Paper, which 
pronounced every man Fined ſo much, ſome more and ſome 
leſſe as the pleaſure of the Court Was; when they had read 
all over each man fined ſo much, and to lye in Priſon till 
payment. | Aa | 

E. Burroughs ſpoke to the Court, and told them, He had 
not heard his Sentence; the Clerk told him over agam; he 
was fined one bundred Marks; and muſt lye in Priſon till payment. 
To which he Replied" again, he looked upon this way of 
paſſing Sentauce; nor to be juſt, nor yet according to their 
own Cuſtome; for he expected they would have asked him 
(according to their uſual manner in that caſe) what he 
had to ſay for himſelf, why Judgment ſhould norpalf for 
he had much to (ay on char ind, and bad the Court te- 
member that yeſterday he moved them and Orlando bridge 

man , one of the thief Judges of the Land, in arreſt of 

Judgment, and did now again move the lame, 9 _ 

| * u ge 
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Judgment might be ſtaid for a time, till the next Seſſjons, 
or it they would not give him time till then, then but till 
the aſternoon, he delired to arreſt Judgment, and in that 
time he would produce divers Statutes contrary to the 
Form of which theſe proceedings towards him were; He 
ſaid he was no Lawyer, and therefore could not now nomi- 
nate to them the particular Chapters of the Statutes which he 
dieſired to inſiſt upon, and therefore deficed time till the 
next Seſſions, or but till the afternoon. Alderman Brown 
made anſwer and told him he ſhould have time; but the 
Recorders Depary (Judge of the Court) told the Priſo- 
ner he could not have longer time, they could not admit it: 
To which E. B. replied, If they would not give him time 
in arreſt of Judgment, then they denied him both Law and 
Equity 3 for themſelves knew it was very uſual. in many 
Caſes for Perſons after Verdi& given in, to have time al» 
lowed them in arreſt of Judgment, and particularly him - 
ſelf had once at a certain place a falfe Verdi& brought in 
againk him, and he did move the Court at that time iu ar- 
reſt of Judgment, and it was allowed him by Sergeant 
Hatten, w ho was then Judge of that Court, and he hoped he 
might have the ſame now. | 
To which the Judge Replied, He knew Sergeant Hatten 
well, but his praiſe was no example to them, for do you 
think ( aidthe Judge to the Priſoner _ that we can give 
you time for you to take the Inditment and Conſult with 
Lawyers, and ſeek this:occafion and the other againſt it, this 
we will not do (ſaid he) but if ye have any matter or point 
of Law now to move we will hear you, but we ſhall give 
you no longer time: To which E. B. again Replied, Then 
he (hould ſay it was = ſurprizal of Judgment, and very 
hard to beſo dealt wichal, not co have time tilſ the afcer» 
n oon, that he might give in his Exceptions againſt the folſe 
Verdict brought in againſt him; - and what if he had « 
mind to Conſult with any Lewyers in the Caſe that knew 
the particular points of Law better then himſelf; why 
ſbouſd he not do this, his Fact was not ſo Criminal, nor 
of ſo large extent, but that the! Law would allow him 
Counſel if, he had a mind to uſe it, for if he were Aitaint- 
ed of Treaſon ( which his preſent Cale was not comparable 
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too) yet in lome caſes of Radldes „ he thought the Law 
would allow Counſel, and therefore he knew not why ſuch 
e ions ſhould be made agiinft him, as if he could not be 
admitted Counſel in his Cale, if he had a mind ro ule it; 
Hereaboũts the Judge interpoſed, and told him, He ſhould 
nat be ſuſſered to over-rule the Court, and (ſaid be) Te think te 
ober- rule the Court to day again; And do not ye ſee how he 
flouriſhes, "I cell you (ſaid he? ye muſt not have time lon- 
ger, but if ye have any matter now to except upon, we will 
hear you, or tell us what point ye would inſt apon if time 
were given you. To which F. B. Reptyed, It was but yeſter- 
day fince he was Tryed, fince which time, he had ſcarce 
opportunity throughly to conſider and ſtate the Matter for 
he mus with many more of his Friends, chruſt ap into ſuch 
holes; and fo cirdnged together, that he believed they 
would tiardly ſuffer their dogs to lie as they were forced to 
lodge, and therefore he defired a little more and better 
time, to look over the Statute of Magua Cbarta and othet 
Statuten, -which he ſhould pernſe in the Caſe; and for one 
thing firſt of all, he ſhould fit upon the Matter and man: 
ner of his being Ilegally Apprebended, and by force, and not by 
due proceſs at Law brought to his Tryal, which by the Laws of 
the Land ought not to be; and this is clear from Magna 
Cbarta, ſaid he, which faith, Ne wan ſhall be Impriſoned, nor 
deſeized of bi free- bali but the Law of the Land, and if any 
be apprebende and brought ti Tryal,end not by due proceſs at Law 
it ſhall be bolden for nothing ; The Judge made Anſwer, he 
was miſtaken , this was not ſaid in Magus Charts, though 
the ficft part of the words are, but the ſecond part of them 
for ſubſtance, is in a Statute of Edw, z. Further the Jugge 
ſaid, They could nor hear him any longer, and they would 
not give time, and he ſhould not be Caffered to prace there, 
and ſeeing ( ſaid the Judge) you are ſo peremptory and 
ſtubborn, the Court takes notice of you, and thinks good 
to add upon you this Sentence further; Te are alſo (if ye do 
pay your hundred Marks) te find ſufficient ſureties far the good 

ehaviour before ye are releaſed, and take him away Goa- 
ler. | 
Then E. B. ſpoke aloud to the Court, and appealed $0 


the Mayor of Lenden by Name, and to Alderman Adams, 
| D and 
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and Alderman; Brown by names, is this fair dealing ſaid he, to 
deny me Law and Equity at the bar? and I appeal to you to 
do me right, and to let me have time, before Judgement 
be paſſed, t hat I may ſhe you my Reaſons, grounded up- 
on the Laws of the land againſt the verdict giyen in againſt me; 
and ſaid he, Alderman Brown thou haſt promiſed me I ſhall 
have longer time, fulfill thy promiſe to me, what wilt thou 
go back from thy word on the Bench? Let all take notice, 
I am denyed Law and Cuſtome at the har, if ye deny me this 
motion of Arreſt of Judgement. Then Alderman Brown 
ſpoke to him in theſe words, This is all ye ſhall have, andprint 
it ( ſaid he) if ye will through the Land; To which E. B. again 
replyed, that he was no very greac Printer, yet he thought 
it his duty co publiſh theſe things to as many as he could, 
that all the World may know the Proceedings; in the mean 
time the Court cryed take bim away, away with them all Goa» 
ler, and then they began to hale them all away into Priſon 
again; and as they paſſed away, ſome of che Priloners told 
= Court, that the Lord would remember them in bis day, and 
render unto them according to their doings, and the band of the 
Lord was lifted up, and would deliver his people from all their ene- 
mies, &c. 


— — — — 


Yere follows divers exceptions fer Arreft of Judgement 
which would haye been brought in againſt theproceedings 
in E. Burroughs Caſe, if they had allowed him time for to 
draw them up, and to preſent them, as ſufficient reaſons 
why Judgement ought not to have been paſſed againſt 
him; but ſeeing arreſt of judgement was denyed him, and no 
time permitted him co preſent his Reaſons, therefore 
they are ſuitable on this occaſion here to be aſſerted, that 
all men may ſee he had Law, Juſtice and Truth of his fide, 
though contrary to the ſame he was condemned. 


- 


EXC EP. I. 4455p 
Concerning the manner of his Impriſaument, and of the 
| Proceedings. 
I 7 as he was Apprebended and Impriſoned by force 


of armed men, and ſo without duc ptoceſſe of bv 
aw 
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Law of the Land forced to a Tryal, even contrary there- 
unto, as may appear by the 29. Chap. of Magna Charta, 10 
free · man fhall be taken or impriſoned, or diſeized of bis free- bold or 
liberties, or free cuſtomes, or any other wayes deſtroye a but by the Law 
of the Land. T hele words the lam of the land are explained by 
the ſtature of 37. E. 3. Chap. 8. where the words by the 
Law of the Land are rendred without due proceſſeof Law; Alſo ſee 
the Statutes of 28. E. 3.Chev. 3. 42. E. 3. Chap. 3. No man 
is to be taken or Imprifoned, or be put to anſwer, or brought upon 
tryall without preſentment beſore Juſtice, or matter of Record, or by 
eng or Writ original according to the old Law of the Land; 
And if any thing henceforth be done to the contrary, it ſhall be void 
in Law and holden for errour. By all which ic plainly appears, 
that the manner of his perſon being ſeized and Imprifoned 
was contrery.to Magna Gbarta and the ancient good Law of 
the Land; Aud his being indifed.and arreigned, and pur 
to anſwer and cauſed toplead, were all contrary to the Law 
of the Land, and on a wrong foundation as well appears; 
And ſeeing it is ſo, then good ground and reaſon had he, 
and fully backed with divers Statutes, to move the Court 
in Arreſt of Judgement; and that Judgement ſhould not 
have been paſſed at all upon him, ſor it was impoſſeble the 
Judgement could be juſt aud true, and according to Lam, when 
the proceedings in order to Judgement from firſt co laſt, 
were dire&ly contrary. to the Law; and the words of the 
Law - themſelves ſhall judge the Caſe ; ſeeing what: hach 
been done from firſt to laſt in his Caſe, is contrary to both 
meaning and intent and letter of Law, as by the form of di- 
vers Statutes is viſibly apparent. The 7udgement given upon 
bim, is wid in Law, and holden for errour the Law, and thu is 
true Judgement - Ne 
Alſo in a Book called the Mirror of Juſtice, fol. 138. it is 
rendred a ſufficient exception not to be brought to Judge- 
ment by a right courſe, in theſe words, the Defendant may 
ſay in exception of Bill or Indigment againſt him, That be 
is not bound to anſwer hereunto, foraſmuch as be is not brought to 
Judgement by a rigt courſe, Which is the very caſe now in 
hand, this Priſoner was not brought to Tryal by a right 
courſe in due Proceſſe of Law, but contrary chereunto,and 
that was matter of exception in Law againſt the paſſing of 
D 2 Judgement. 
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2 To this adde the very words of the Kings 

ate Proclamation of the 17. of the eleventh Month, 1660. 
The King Commandeth That uo Officers nor Souldiers do pre- 
ſume 10 apprebend or ſecure any perſon or perſons, nor to ſearch any 
bouſe; without a lawful warrant under the hand and ſeal of one or 
more of the Lords of the Privy Counſel, or Fuſtices of the Peace in 
their reſpetiive Liberties; and we will that the ſaid warrants be 
direfied to ſome Conſtable or other known legal Officer, and we do 
declare that all thofe who ſhall bereafter be ſo hardy as to offend a- 
geinft this Our Proclamation, hall not onely not receive counte- 
nauce from us therein, bur ſhall" be leſt to be proceeded againſt ac 
cording to Our Laws, and incur Our high diſpleaſure, as perſons 
doing their utmoſt to bring ſcandal and contempt upon our Govern= 
ment, &. By all which it — the manner of E. B. 
his apprehending and impriloning was contraty to both 
ancient Law of the Land and late Proclamation of the King; 
and inaſmuch as the Foundation (to wit his ĩimpriſonment) 
of his Tryal, and ſo ot the Judgement, was ſo falſe and il- 
legal, and directly contrary to the mind of the King end 
the form of Lew, how was it poſſible the Judgement ſhotid 
be juſt, chat was laid on ſach a foundation of proceedings, 
lo illegal; and this was E. B. his caſe; the manner of his 
taking and impriſonment (in order to Ttyal and Judge- 
ment) was illegal, and the Judgement paſſed upon him in 
ſuch order and proceedings muſt thetefore needs be illegal 
alſo; and he ought to have had an arreſt of Judgement not 
onely for a time but for ever! 


X dat EXC cu. 
Concerning the incompetency of the Witneſſes. 


2. Naſmuch as the witneſſes againſt him, (whoſe evidence 
was the immediate cauſe of the Virdi&, and fo of the 
ſudgemenr, ) were the very perſons that had thus vialated 
the Law of the Land, and had themſelves apprehended him, 
ſeized upon him and impriſoned him contrary to the Law, 
(as in the firſt Exception is ſhewed) and becauſe thereof 
were lyable to an action at Law which might be brought a- 
gainſt them for ſuch their ſeizing upon him, and 2 — 
| one 
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done to him. Therefore it mutt needs appear to be injuſt 2 
unreaſonable and contrary to the equity of the Commo® 
Law (which is faid to be by the Ancients, the Law written 
in the heart) That the very Perſons, who had ſo violated 
the Law, even Magna Charts it ſelf, in ſuch ſeizing upon 
him, ſbould be the witneſſes too againft him, and their e- 
vidence taken as the onely evidence in his tryal, upon 
which virdi&, and fo Judgement was procured upon him; 
for inaſmuch as what evidence was given againſt him by 
the ſaid per ſons, was to their own advantage, and to ju- 
ſtifie themſelves in their illegal dealing, and what they 
ſpoke to the priſoners diſadvantage was to their own pro- 
fic, which proves ſufficiently that they were not Com- 
petent witneſſes againſt the priſoner, nor in Fuſtice and Egui- 
ty could their witneſſe be received againft him, being the 
party chemſelves againſt him, and fully concerned in, the 
caſe, either to get the Priſoner condemned by their Teſti- 
mony _ him, that themſelves might be juſtified in the 
wrong they had done him, or elſe to be left liable to the ju- 
ſtice of the Law, for their violating of it; and it muſt needs 
be againſt the very. reaſon of the Common Law of the Land, 
(upon which this Tryal was) That parties in unlawful a&s 
of violence againſt a Perſon, ſhould be permitted to be wit- 
neſſes in the Proſecution and Tryal againſt the ſame Per- 
ſon 3 this w#s the very Caſe of E. Burroughs; wherefore his 
ground. was good to move in arreſt of Judgement, and 
backed with the reaſon and equity of the Comm:n Law; for 
* is alſo ſaid in the Book called the Mirror of Juſtice (a piece 
approved by the Lawyers of England) fo. 251, It i an: abuſe 
(or unlawful)to ſuffer a man that is 4 companion to be 4 witneſ(2. 
This truly conſidered.the witneſſes againſt him were in- 
competent and inſufficient, alſo beſides the malice and en- 
mity of the men agaiaſt che perſon ot the priſoner, which 
out of envy (or mixed there with at leaſt) tis poſſible they 
might give ſuch their evidence, and the Law allows not 
ſuch mens evidence in judgement; and that theſe perſons 
were ſuch men, as ſought che illfart of the priſoner, no- 
thing leſſe doth appear in their tranſactions from firſt to 
laſt of this bulineſſe ; and the Judgement given upon fuch 
mens Teſtimony, the caſe throughly conſidered, could not 
be 


30) 
be juſt Judgement; therefore of right he ought to have had 
arfeſt of Judgement, ; | 


EXCEP. III. 
Concera.ng the proceedings of Court in time of Tryal, 


891 — as the proceedings in Court againſt him, were 
ditorderly and not duly in the moderate method of 
I aw proſecution, in this particular of his being debarred 
and not permitted to ſpeak to the utmoſt what he had to 
ſay in his own defence of his Cauſe, which right was mani- 
feltly denied him, by the command of the Court, and a- 
ion of the Goalers, who did violently hale him from the 
Ear, and would not hear him, nor ſuffer him to ſpeak his 
mind to the utmoſt, nor to read the Kings Proclamation of 
the 17. of the 11th. Month, 1660. which was pertinent to 
defend his cauſe in divers particulars, and he ought to have 
been heard to the utmoſt, before the paſling of Judgement, 
according to 28 Edw. 3 chap. 3. in theſe words, No man is to be 
impriſoned, diſherited or put to death, without being beard what 
be can ſay for bimſelf, which was not granted to the Priſoner, 
for he was haled away before he had ſpoken to the particu- 
lar parts of the Indi&ment, which he profered to do, and 
that he would alleage both Law and Reaſen againſt it, but 
was not ſi ffered; wherefore he had Cauſe enough grounded 
uten Law and Reaſon, both upon Common and Statute Law, to 
move in arreſt of Judgement; for in common Equity obvious 
to every mans view, no man can in Juſtice be ſentenced 
withour a full hearing, which was this Priſoners caſe; nor 
can the Judgment be juſt upon any perfon, who is not 
heard to the utmoſt in his own Defence, and therefore ＋ 
an arreſt of judgment ſhould have been allowed him. 


EXCE P. IIII. N 


Concerning the Law it ſelf againſt which it was ſaid, the cfſence 
was committed, and by which be was tryed and ſentenced. 


4 —— as the offence was only for being ata Meet- 
ing, and a Meeting onely in the worſhip of God, and no- 

thing ſaid or acted at that Meeting, but what was good and 

jut; and all this, both meeting together and ſuch praiſe in the 
Meeting 
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Meeting according to the Law of God, and the Holy Scriptures 
and example of Saints in former ages; therefore Judgement 
ought not to have paſſed againſt him, but migho lawfully be 
Arreſted; and that more eſpecially becauſe tis a general 
aſſent by all Chriſtian men, and uſed as a maxime among 
Lawyers that no Law of God can be diſ;enſed withall; and it 
is ſaid in the C nm Lam, as appears by Door and Stu dient, 
Cha. 2. Speaking of the Law written in the heart of every 
man, Teaching him what is to be done and what is tobe fled, and 
becauſe it is written in the heart, therefore it may not be put away, 
nor is it changable by diverſity of place or time, and therefore againſt 
thu Law, Preſcription Statute nor Cuſtume may prevail, and if any 
be brought in againſt it, they be not preſcriptions ſtatutes nor cu- 
ſtomes, Fur things void and againſt Te, and all Lawes of men 
ought to be grounded thereupon; and Cha. 4. every mans Law maſt 
be conſonant tothe Lam of God, and therefore the Laws of Princes, 
the Commandements of Pre/ates, the Statutes of Commonalities, are 
not righteous nor obligatory, but as they are conſonant to the Lam of 
God; Alſo by Statute Law the ſame isapparent, 28. Hen. 8. . 
Where it i⸗ expreſl aid, that. no man of what Eſtate, Degree or 
Condition ſaever he be, bath power to diſpence with Gods Laws, as 
all the Clergie of this Realm, and the moſt part of the Univerſities 
of Cbriſtendome, and we alſo do affirm and think, Thelethings 
truly conſidered, it may appear Judgement ought not to 
have paſſed againſt the Priſoner, in as much as the pretend - 
ed Law it ſelf, according to which this Tryal and Judge- 
ment was given , is contrary to the Law of God, 
and Condemning ſuch Principle and Praiſe which are 
Juſtified by the Law of God, Holy Scriptures and Example of 
Saints in former Ages, as may at large be proved by the 
Scriptures of Truth, in the Als of the Apoſtles aud elſc- 
where, and the keepingthe Law of God, and the practiſes 
of Chriſtianity according theteunto by any perſon, cannot 
juſtly be Condemned by any Law of man; and this was 
the very caſe of E. B. he was Apprebended, Tryed and en- 
tenced for meeting together with Gods People onely to wait 
upon and to Worſhip him, which is according to both the 
Law of God in the Leiter, and to that wricten in the Heart, 
and againſt ſuch praftiſe : So according to the Law of 
God, Freſcription , Statute, nor Cuſtome, ought not to 
have 
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have prevailed, even the Dons of Princes, and Command- 
ments of Prelates in ſuch a caſe, are void and agaiaſt Fuſtice'; 
for no man whatſoever can diſpence with the Laws of Go1, as hath 
been {heweds wherefore the Priſoner was exculable and 
juitiftable from all Laws of men whatſoever, and ought not 
to have been Condemned into any Penalty or Impriſon- 
ment by that Law, which is contrary to the Law of God; 
not for his Worſhips ſake, nor for Meeting together to wait 
upon him in hrs fear. 

Thus it is plain, he had juſt Ground of Exceptions a- 
gainſt Judgment and evident Reaſons from both Common 
Law, and Statute Law, why judgment ſhould not be paſſed 
againſt him in this Caſe; 1. From the wranner of bis being ta- 
hen and impriſoned and proſecuted to Trial without due proceſſe of 
Law, which is held for error, and againſt Fuſtite by the Law, 
2, From the incompetency of the Witneſſes who were parties conceru- 
ed in the Caſe , and what they teſtified to the prejudiceof the Pri- 
ſoner, was to their own advantage. 3. From the proceedings of 
the Court in time of Tryal, who ſuffered not the Priſoner to peak, 
in full in bis own defence. 4. From the Law it ſelf by whic 
was Tryed and Fudged, which Law is proved to be contrary to the 
Law of God, and therefore the Judgement of that Law ought to 
have been arreſted; And now laſt of all in brief, Judgemenc 
ought not to have paſſed againſt him. 

5. Becauſe in common Reaſon and Equity, Juſtice 
cannot condemn a man to any perſonal ſuffering, for 
the exerciſe of his Conſcience to God-wards, in the 
praiſe of being Aſſembled together, onely in and for 
che Worſhip of the Living God, according to the very 
perſwafions of the Spirit of God in the heart, and to 
che example of Scriptures and Primitive Chriſtians ; 
which practice of meeting together was not in ics 
ſelf, nor in its effects, any way diſadvantagious, or pre- 
judicial to any perſon upon earth; I fay, Common Reaſon 
and Equity amengſt men cannot with any Face of Juſtice Con- 
demn any perſon to any ſuffe ring, in ſuch a Caſe ; inaſmuch 
as ſuch ſuppoſed offence for ſo meeting together is not any 
offence againſt any man, bur againſt God onely, if it be re- 
ally an offence, and that becauſe of ignorance or error in 
Judgment and Conſcience, which is onely puniſhable by 
the 


another Court, where Court and Judges had been capa- 
E 


the Judgements of God, . to his Conſcience, 
for ſuch offence aganiſt him; and not to be puniſhed by - 
Temporal Rule s, with Temporal puniſhments, becauſe tis a ſpi- 
ricuai tranigreflion, and the Spiritual Law of God. hath ju- 
riid cton over the effender'in ſuch a Caſe, and not Tempo» 
re} Courts; This is proveable by the Laus of this Land, as 
it was ordained in the dayes of Hen d. by Act of Parlia- 
ment, when the people were nominally divided into two 
Eodies, named Spirituality and Temporality, aud two Furiſ- 
dictiou. appeinted over the people, reipe ing che nature and 
kind ot the offences committed, every off nce Temporal a- 
gaintt man, in wrong dealing between man and man, the 
cognizance of this was percaining to the Tempora Courts and 
Judges, to Hear, F»dge and Determie, and every offence re- 
ſpecting tbe Chin cb in point of Faith, D:Erme and Worſhip, was 
pertaining tothe Spiricual Courts, to be heard and Judged 
by their Spiritual Officers and Judges 3 thus it was in times 
paſt in our Nation, as Judged by the Rulers in antient 
dayes,reatonable and juſt chus to dozand here fell our a like 
caſe, a Perion taken and accuſed, and *rovght to Tryal, as an 
hender, for and becauſe ot being ar a Meeting is the WW orſhip 
God, which is of Spiritual concernment, a matter of Spi- 
ritual Worſhip and Exerciſe of Contcience, relating onely 
tothe (piricuality in hearing and determination; Let was 
this perlons Cale (though of Spiritual Cognizance and Jus 
riſdi&; on, and not properly pertaining to Tempe re 
the very antient avs of the Land) brought to I ryal, and; 
judged in Temporal Juriſdiction, and by Temporal Judges, which 
had na power properly co meddie of ſuch a Caſe; and how 
could that Judgement: be juſt brought forth. by Temporal, 
Judges in a Spiri ual Caſe, 2 the Judgement, of which 
properly pertained to another Furiſdictios ; a Judgement 
poſſrei by ſuch perſons in a Caſe of Conſcience,out dt whoſe 
Cognizance and Furiſdifiion the Cale properly was.; A Temporal 
udgement, given in a Spiritval Caſe; And this was the very 
Cale of E. B. wherefore he had all juſt Ground and Reaſon. 


to move tor Arreſt of Judgement, and in N Judgment 


ought to have been ſuſpended in that Court , and either 
wholly averted, or elle he and his Cauſe tranſmitted into 
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ble of Hearing and Determining a Spiritual Caſe; for this 
is Common Reaſon amongſt men, that every reputed Offender 
have Law and Judges, according to the nature of his of- 
fence, and not contrary thereunto ; an offence in Matters 
arid Caſes Spiritual cannot juſtly be Tryed and Judged in 
Courts Temporal, and by men onely Carnal ; Theſe ex- 
ceptions were before me in my view, to have contracted 
and fo preſented chem to the Court, but nor being per- 
mitted time for an hour, I was not then capable to preſent 
them formally, nor to produce the Statutes and Anders , to 
Authorize my exception to the Court, but ſince that time I have 
drawn them up, and do here er them to the view of the 
World. 
E. B. 


— 8 —— — 


Here follows the Tryal of Efther Biddle , and three 
women more. 


| Thas being called by names, and brought before 
the Bench, where the Clerk read the Indi&tment, and 
ſaid, they diſturbed the King's Peace, and the Peace of the 
Nation. Eſt ber Biddle ſaid, She had not broken the King's 
Peace, nor the Peace of the Nation that is good; Then the 
Jadge asked, Whether ſhe was guilty or nov guilty; ſhe as- 
ked him what evil ſhe had done? then he ſaid, take her a- 
way. Then ſhe was taken ont of the Court, and the de- 
fired the Keeper to let her ſtand ftill z He asked her if ſhe 
would plead 3 ſhe bid him let her go in again, and ſhe ſhould 
ſay what was in her heatt. Then the Jadge called for her to 
come up to the Bar, and the Power of che Lord roſe in her 
heart as a fi re, and an Hammer, and ſhe ſaid, Fear the Lord who 
is Fudge of all Fndges, and will give you your Reward according 
te your works, We are brought hither for Juſtice, and you 
are ſer under God to do juſtice, and it ij Juſlice we require. The 
Judge ſaid, They ſhould have Juftice, and ſaid, Woman, 
Tour Counſel is grod. He asked it ſhe would plead guilty or 
not guilty z.ſhe ſaid, In the dreadful day of the Lord which 
is at hand, you ſhall know who are guilty and not guilty, 


you, 
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ou, or we, of all the Innocent Blood that hath been ſheg; 
The Judge told her, ſhe was toplead ; ſhe told him, If he 
would ſhew her what evil ſhe had done, ſhe would anſwer to 
it, He ſaid ſhe was taken in a Riotows Meeting, and an unlaw- 
ful Aſſembly contrary to the Laws of the Nation. She asked 
him what Religion was uled in Olivers dayes, and in years 
paſt, and whether our Meetings were contrary to the Laws 
of the Nation then; and he ſaid no, our Meetings were 
, tollerated, and indeed (ſaid he) all things were com- 
mon; She asked him, If our Conſciences were to change 
as the Laws and Governments of the Nation changed ; He 
faid, We muſt be obedient to the ſtanding Laws of the Land; 
He ſaid, ſhe muſt 1 She asked for her accuſers ; Then 
ſtood up one whole name was Lovel a Vintner,the Judge asked 
him, whether he took this woman out of the Meeting, and 
what ſhe was doing: Lovel ſaid , He took her upon a form 
ſpeaking; and the Judge ſaid, What à woman ſpeak, | The 
fory and ſome other of the Bench ſaid, They never heard of 
a Woman to ſpeak, before; She asked them, If they had not 
read the ſcriptures, ſhe told them, Phebe was a Propheteſſe, 
and Phillip had four Daughters that propbeſied, and Paul wrote 
to his Brechren that they ſhould cake care of the women that 
were fellow labourers with him in the Goſpel. The Judge ſaid, 
That was a great while agoe ; ſhe told him, It was when 
the Church was in her Beauty and Glory, but fince dark- 
neſſe hath covered the Earth, and groſſe darknefle hath 
vailed the Kings and Rulers, ſo that it is become a 3 
thing tothe Apoſtates to hear of « Daughter to propbeſie; ſhe 
told them alſo, that they might read in the As of the A- 
poſtles, and in the book of Joel, That God had 22 to pour 
out of bis Spirit upon Sous and Daugbters, in the latter dayes, &c. 
The Judge ſaid, She ſhould ask of her Husband at home; 
ſhe ſaid, If her Husband ſhould be a Drunkard, or a for, 
what ſhould ſhe learn of him, to be wicked as he was? R. 
Brown asked, If her Hasband were ſo ? ſhe ſaid, No, bur, 
if he wereſo, what could ſhe learn? But Chriſt is my Huſ- 
band, and 1] learn of Hm (ſaid ſhe.} Alderman Broms ſaid, 
ſhe had left her Husband two years, and went with a young 
man into other lands; ſhe told him, That was not his bufi- 
neſs to judge at this time, _ was it fic for himto mn 
2 er; 
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her, but {he went with three Women as ſhe was moved of 

the Lord. 
The Judge asked the Wieneſſe, whether there were but 
- five inthe Mecting; The Witneſſe (aid, He did believe there 
were about two or three hundred, but he could not bring chem 
all; but ſaid, he did prety well clear the room: She told 
the Court, That this man came into our Meeting ( (aid the } 
where we were quiet and ſtul, more like a mad- man, then 
a ſober- man, with his Sword drawn, and a Cane in his o- 
ther hand, and ſo he came up where I Rood, and ſer his 
Sword toward my Face, and pluck'd me down ( ſaid ſhe.) 
Then ſaid R. Brown, Ic ſeems you were up then; Then ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe was never in ſuch a Meeting mentioned in the In- 
ditment; bur ſhe was in the Meeting, and ſhe ſhould never 
deny it, bur ſhall ſtand for it whilſt I have breach ſaid ſhe; 
and this man gave his Souldiers charge of me, and he laid 
on with both hands upon our Friends; they chruſt me to the 
door, and threw me down, and trod upon me, andif the 
power of the Lord had not preſerved me / ſaid (he ) they 
might have killed me; And ſhe asked them, Whether they 
owned that ? And R. Brown ſaid, If they had ban ged ber up, 
they bad ſerved her wellenough : And ſhe ſaid to him, Thou art 4 
wicked judge; Thou ſaidſt co me when I was at thy houſe 
( ſaid (he ) that che beſt work thou couldſt do, was to per- 
ſecure ſuch a wicked Generation as we. And then ſhe (aid, 
Why ſhouldeſt thou fir there as a Judge? He ſaid, It was 
the beſt work he could do yet; And he ſaid, If he hach done 
you any wrong (meaning the Witneſſes) you may ſue 
them at the Law, and write in your Indi&ment againſt 
them, That they pulled your Tongue out by che roots: 
She told bim, That was a Lye, and asked him if he would 
have het be a liar? They ſaid, Take her away: And then 
they called Sarah Cobbet, and Frances Cole, and Elizabeth Sar- 
tyn, and John Ratten; $,C. was asked whether ſhe was guil- 
ty or not guilty : Afterward the ſudge asked her whether 
the was in the Meeting ot no? She ſaid the was moved of 
the Lord (o go thither: She was asked what ſhe did there? 
She ſaid, She was Commanded of the Lord to ſpeak: then 
ſaid R. Brown, and I command you now to be ſilent. Then 
they called Frances Cole, and asked her whether ſhe was 
Guilty 
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Guilty or not Guilty? She ln be was not Guilty. Then 
the Jury brought in their Vera & that they were Guilty. 
Then Eſther Biddle again deſired to know what they had 
done; K. Brown told them, they were in an unlawful Meet- 
ing: Then ſhe (aid, Richard, Doſt not thou remember that 
thou Prayedſt in the Camp by Abingdon, and was that an 
unlawful Meeting? was not that a good Day with thee ? 1 
am afraid thu wile never ſee ſuch another. R. Brown (aid, 
He had no other Place then, but now he went to Church, 
and ſo mult ye too, ſaid he; She told him, The day was 
at hand, wherein God would deſtroy the Temples and the 
the Worſhippets thereof, unlefle they repented. R. B. af- 
ked her, if the meant her own Temple? And the ſudge 
asked her if ſhe meant Temple-Bar, She ſaid ſhe had been 
in many Nations, and before Judges and B:nches, but ne- 


ver was before {ſuch 4 wicked Bench as this. R. Brown re- 


plied, And many Nations have been in you. They ſaid, 
She had (aid enough, and then bid the Keepers take chem 
away. Then ſhe was pulled away to goto Piitfon, and after 
a little time ſhe weut up to the Bar, and ſaid, Friends, I 
d: fire to know what you have done with me? Then che 
Judge ſaid, Woman, you are young, and the Court hath 
conſidered you, and we hope you will be of another mind, 
and ſo we have put a ſmall Fine upon you: To which the 
replied, This is not the way to make me of another mind; 
then it is ſign that liberty of Conſcience js ceaſed within theſe few 
ears; Then the ſaid, Friends, keep to that pure Principle 
which drew you forth at firſt from the Idols Temples and 
Idolatrous Worſhip, if you do not, the Lord will ſweep 
youaway with the Beeſom of deſtruction into the pit of e- 
verlaſting perdition. One upon the Bench ſaid, She re- 
members us of che Old Cauſe. And then the Judge bad 
the Goaler take her away to Priſon; She (aid, There is 
Mercy with the Lord, but chere is little with men; So ſhe 
was had away: Lovel Cwho Wunefled againſt her) a bißer- 
ing to the Graler, bad him have her to bridewel; Where- 
upon ſhe ſtep'd back to the Bar, and faid, Friends, have 
you Ordered me tobe ſent to Bri4rwe! ? They locking one 
upon another, the Judge faid, No: Then (h- ſaid, This 
W:itnefl: is an env.ous man; for be bed the Genler take 

me 
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me to Bridewel, and for ought I know he ſtandeth here to 
ſuck my blood ( (aid ſhe: ) The Judge ſaid, It did not 

concern my life: Then ſhe (aid, If it were not the mighty 

power of the Lord thut preſerveth us (ho hath the hearts 

of Kings and Rulers in his hand, and turneth them as a 

River of Water which way he pleaſeth) you would murder 

us all. Then they were fined 13-5. and 44d. a piece, and 

ſo carried away to Priſon, to lye till payment. 


— — __! 
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Bout this time There was divers of the Priſoners lick, 

of violent Feavers and diſtempers, by reaſon of that 
Exceeding throng which they were forced into, ſo many 
together in narrow Rooms, that they had ſcarce liberty 
to lie down one by another, which broughe many great 
Inconteniencies upon them, and occaſioned dangerous ſick- 
neſſes; infomuch that many lay fick at one time; and 
though ſome recovered, yet many died, to the number of 
Eight honeſt Perſons, who were two and two together in 
one week carried to their Graves from New-gate, which 
made the people cry out, It was pity that theſe things ſhould 
be, That bone ſt men for their Conſcience ſake ſhould thus periſh in 
Priſon ; and no doubt but the knowledge of theſe things, 
That many were ſick and divers died, and being publick- 
ly ſeen carried from New-gate two and two together in a 
week, made many ſtand amazed, working diſlike in the 
hearts of people againſt theſe proceedings; and though 
the priſoners laid their caſe (of want of priſon- room, and 
the dangerous diſtempers that were occaſioned amongſt 
them thereby, and that divers died becauſe thereof) be- 
fore the Rnlers of the City who had power to redreſs theſe 
grievances, yet notwithſtanding no notice was taken of it, 
no, though above twenty of the priſoners Friends went to 
the Mayor and Sheriffs of the City, to {Reaſon th: Caſe 
ſoberly with them, of the great ſtraits, inconveniences, 
and dangers that the Priſoners (their Brethren) were lia- 
ble unto, eſpecially in the Summer Seaſon, by being ſo 
many thronged up together in noyſom places; and alſo 
proferred body for body, and that a certain number of 
them xculd become priſoners and goe into their places, 


for 
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forthe relief and comfort of ſo many of their poor afflicted 
and fick Brethren, that they might not periſh in priſon, ac- 
cording as in The ſecond part of our cry of the Innocent for Ju- 


ftice, is more at large 12 ) yer no bowels of Mercy 
3 


nor pity could be found, nor could che humbleſt proffers 
penitrate into their hearts to grant relief to che oppreſſed, 
bur lie in cloſe priſon they muſt, whether they would die 
cr live, as if they deſerved no pity of any. Well, for ſome 
weeks every day ſome fell fick, and in particular that good 
man of God Richard Hubberthorne, unto whom in this place 
tis not unſeaſonable to give a Teſtimony, as of duty we 
are bound. 

The ſame Perſon was born in the North _ of Lanca- 
ſvire, and was of very honeft Parents, his Father was a 
Yeoman of che Country, and had a good Report of bis 
Neighbours, for uprightneſſe in all his dealings; and 
Richard was his onely Son, who was inclinable from bis youth - 
_ to Religion and to the beſt way, alwayes minding 
the belt things, and following the company of good men, 
and was never known to be addicted to any vice or malig- 
nity, nor ever followed any evil courfe of life from his 


Child-hood, but feared the Lord and walked uprightly - - 


before him, and was faithful according to the Light and 
knowledge received in all things; and his natural diſpoli- 
tion and temper was meek, and fowly, and loved peace among 
men; he was brought up with his Patents in good educati- 
on, according to the cuſtom of the Country; and in che 
time of the late Wars, he was diſpoſed to go into the Ar- 
my, and was in Scotland moſt of the time till the Land was 
reduced; and he had ſome office in a Regiment, and did 
ſomecime preach among his fincere and ſober Companions 
that loved him wel, according to his knowledge and judge» 
ment at that day; and he obtained 4 good Report amongſt 

ſuch as were lovers of Religion. . 
And when it pleaſed the Lord God everlaſting to raiſe 
us up to be a People in the North parts, (and through 
great Tribulations and extream diſtreſſes within and without, 
which we paſſed through were we raiſed up of the Lord to 
be a holy and choſen People) This fame Perſon was one a- 
mong the firſt of us whoſe heart the Lord touched wich the 
| ſence 
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ſenee of his Power and Kingdom 5 and amongſt us he had the 
mighty operation of the Power of God experienced in his 
heart; Great aſflictions and tribulations for many weeks : 
was he exerciſed in, through the diſpenſation of the Grace 
and Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus; he was in that ſtate, and while 

* therein exerciſed for many dayes, a wonder to all that 
beheld him, as one paſſing out of che body, as one under 
the deep ſence of the hand of the Lord, under the operation x 
of his Power, thus it was with many of us, and particu- 
larly with him; Till ſuch time as the fam: Power that 
k Ved made alive, as. wounded alſo healed”, as brought down 
allo raiſed up, and then being raiſed up in the holy Spirit 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt he was made a Miniſter of che E- 
verlaſting Goſpel,” to preach Repentance, Converſion, Salvation 
and Rewiffion of ſins 3 and accordingly went forth in the 
Name and Power of the Lord Jeſus che Saviour of man- 
kind; and was Miniſter of the glad Tydings of Salvation, in 
many parts of this Land and elſwhere, to the conveifi0n 
of many Souls to God; for his M-niſtry was made eff &ual 
by the Almighty Power of the Lord, to turn many from 1 

darkn. ſſe to light, from the power of Satan to God, and there are 
thoutands who can in the Spirit of the Lord bear Teſtimo- 
ny tothe power and verity of his Miniſtry, in many Coun» 
treys where he travelled; for he laboured much in divers 
places, and was very diligent and faithful in che work of 
the Lord, and ſuffered impriſonment divers times, and 
was hardly dealt withal, and perſecuted in Cheſter, Cam- 
bridge and in Norwich priſons and other places; and he was 
found faithful in all his Tryals among his Brethren, and 

alwayes ready to do his ſervice in what he was called unto 
with a willing mind, being truly in body , ſoul and ſpirit 1 
given up to the ſervice of the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, a diſpenſati- 
on of which was committed unco him, that he might ſerve 
the Lord in his Generation; and though he now hath fini- 
ſked his Teſtimony in this World, yer the remembrance of him 
lives with us in the Spirit of Feſw,and he is accounted among 
the faithful Sufferers, a Martyr for the witneffe o the Truth 
which ever liveth. And for the ſpace ot nine years he la- 
boured and travelled in the work of the Goſpel, aforeſaid, 
in moſt of the Counties of this Nation, and was well known on 
1s 
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his faithfulneſſe among the Churches of Cbriſt; He was but 
little in ſtature in his outward man, and of weak Conſti- 
tution of body, and was {low of {peech, and often more 
ready to hear chentolpeak ; he made little appearance in 
the man- hood of Excellency or Authority, but was con- 
tempt able among men, yet he Was very wiſe, and knew his 
ſeaſon when to ſpeak, and when to be filent; and when he 
ſpoke, it was with much diſcretion and deliberation, in weak- 
neſſe of words many times, yet reached perfectly the mat- 
ter intendediby him, and his ſpeech was with Grace, aud in 
the fear of Gad, and had Authority in the Spirits of men, 
and was of ſavour and ſound judgment, though in weakneſſe of 
the man- hood e preſled; for he anſwered not mens Wiſ- 
docmiin excellence ſtile of words, but the witneſſe of Godin 
{mcericy of ſpeech 3 he Was a Perſon of ſound judgment in di- 
vine Myſteries, and of gool experience in the operations of 
the power ot God, and knew the paſſing through divers 
conditions of the inward man, and was able co ſpeak to many 
eftares of man paſſing under-the diſpentarions of the Grace 
of God; he could well inform the mind of a perſon in an 
«fied and toſſed ſtate of terrovr and judgment; and his Mini- 
try was often ſavoury and ſeaſonabl-, and felt in the pure 
life, though his words were plain and homely, and no 
beauty in them to mans Wildom 3 and God made him and 
his ſervice a bl. fling to many who ſhall ſpezk for him in their 
own Conſciences; He was of a loving, gentle and good d iſpo- 
ſition, and acceptable was his Company to them that knew 
him and were like- minded; 2 good Companion in all Conditi- 
ons, not ſoon moved into paſſion of either grief in Adver- 
ſi:y, or ot joy in Prolperity; nor had he a Spirit taking of- 
fences upon licht occaſions againſt any, but watched for 
Goòd over all, and not ſor Evil; He was a man of peace, and 
lovedir, and walked peaceably among his brethren, in boneſt 
kind familiarity; And [ am perſwaded in my Soul, according 
to the xpcience | had of him for many years, he abhor- 
red diſſent ion and ſtrite among Friends, and was never the 
real occaon intendedly by himſelf, of any difference and 
diſſ-ntion among brethren; and what further is Truth of 
him, | leaveitroche juſt God, whole teſtimony is true and 


never fails. 
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Among many others that were taken from Meetings and 
ſent to Newgete according as ye have heard, This ſame Per- 


ſen of whom I am now treating, was in like manner rudely 


and violently taken on the 22th day of che ch Month laſt, 
out of a Meeting in the Bull at Alderſgate, and carried before 
Rich. Braun, who uſed violence to him with his own hands, 
in pulling his Hat down upon his head ſothat he brought 
his head near the ground, and then he Commirted him to 
Newgate, where he remained till the Seſſions, and was then 
Ind &ted among the reſt, for being et an nnlawful Meeting, 
c. as it is ſaid 3 and he being throng'd up in Priſon among 
the reſt of us, it pleaſed the Lord to vifice him wich fick - 
neſſe of body, and in 10 dayes ſpace ( alwayes growing 
weaker and weaker in thac time ) he diſcealed and laid 
down his body in peace; About two dayes before his de- 
parture, ſome of his deareſt Friends went to viſite him, and 
lat by him a ſpace, and ſpoke ſome what to him, and asked 
him if any thing was upon his Spirit, he might now ſpeak 
it to bis Friends ? His anſwer was, Thet there was us need to 
diſpute matters, for be knew the ground of bes Salvation, and was 
ſetisfied for ever in his peace with the God, and we . 
( faid he) one another well, and what each ff w can fay about 
— things , and ſpoke no further: And the 15th day of the 
6th Month he departed this life, and was gathered up to 
his Fathers, the Generation of the Jnft x and though he de 
gone in that bodily appearance, and his perfon removed 
from us, yet is his new Name written among us, and his 
Memo: y can never die, for his Spirit ſtill tives to praiſe the 
Lord, and the life which breached forth through that veffel 
cannot be removed far away; for it is the Infinite, Immortal, 
Eternal Life, which dwells in Sons and Daugbters now up the 
Earth; and though his outward man be put off, yet hie lives 
alwayes in Spirit, for he was a Servant of the li. ing God upon 
Earth in his day. 
In about ſix Weeks time, there died of the Priſoners that 
ſuffered for Conſcience ſake in Newgate, thele Perſons na- 
med as follows, who were honeſt ſincere men of truth that loved 
the Lord, and ſerved him with their upright hearts, and gave up 
their lives for the T, timo of Jeſus, 4s faithful Martyrs and Wit- 
meſſes for bim; And tis verily believed, their cloſe and 
throng'd 
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thrang' d linpriſonment in ae Seaſon , was the 
cecafhon of their ſicknt ſſe and violent diſtemper, and fo 
conſequently of their Death, which amounts to innocent 
blood, being men whole lives were deſtroyed caulclefly, by 
reaſon of the wickedneſſe and Perſecution of ungodly men, 
and their Death will be inquired into by the Lord, when he 
comes to judge all men according to their deeds, and gives 
unco them after the fruit of their own doings; Jobn Stanton, 
Thomas Kirby, | Richard Hubbertborne, Antbony Skellington , 
Fobn Giles, N lim Watſon, Jobn Stunt, William Eldredge, 
Richard Bradley: And Humphrey Becbe, and Humphery Brew- 
ſter died in a ſhort time atter their Releafe. Theſe men laid 
down their lives for the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chrift, and 
Guffered for Conſcrence ſake til death, and left good Tefti- 
monies behind chem, {puken on-their death beds; One of 
ther ſaid, This body ef mine muſt go for the Truth, this body muſt 
he laid down for the Teftimony of Feſus Chriſt, as «Witn:ſt againſt 
this perſecuting Generation; and be rrjeyced in the ſame at the 
aint of death. , Another of them ſaid, The terrible day of ven- 
grance int band upon the wicked, Mo unto the perſecuting Rulers 
ef this City, the Lord —— ͤ— of bu Fudge 
mem Ac. Another on his death- bed ed earneſt ly all 
Friend; as be faithful, to be bold and valiant for the Truth of God, 
pe 2 —— end, til deliverance come, which the 
Lord mill bring uato-bi Dran in diſpigbt ef all their enemies, &c. 
Theſe and ſuch like Teſtimonies were given by theſe Ser- 
vants of God on their death-beds, which will be fulfilled 
in the Lords ſeaſon, for the words of dying men are ſerious 
and certain; Ob! that this City would take notice of the 
ſame, Tbat the Rulers and People thereof would Repent and 
turn unto the Lord, ere his wrath break forth againft_ them 
for their wickedneſſe, which is great this day in the fight of 
the Lord, and before him, for which his wrath is kindled 
to burn as a fame, and it will reach unto the high and lof- 
ty, and all fleſh ſhall feel the indignation of the moſt high ; 
Oh ! that men would remember the long · ſuffering of the Lord, 
and Repent, and return before it be too late, for nothing 
can ſave this City and her People from the Wrath of the 
Lord, except ſpeedy and true Repentance, and returning 
with all the Heart, and with all che Soul; wherefore = 

F 2 the 
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the people become Meek , 2. Lowly, and Poor, 
Holy and Fiſt before the Lord, let them break off their fins 
by Repentance; The da of the Lords fore Juogements are 
at hand, and Breaking, and Deſtruction, aud Miſery will 
ſurprize the Workers of Iniquity. — 


* Concerning the Impriſonment and proceedings of the 
Court, and releaſe of above fifty of our Friends 


in the County of Middleſex. 


Here were taken out of ſeveral peaceable Meetings, 

while they were humbly waiting upon the Lord in 2 
Fear and Worſhip, above fifty of our Friends in that Coun» 
ty, and at divecs times committed into the New Priſon, all 
of them ſaving a fe perſons by the Lieutenant of be Tower, 
being taken by Souldiers, and violently ſeized upon in ſuch 
their peaceable Meetings, and not according to Law, and 
brought before Lieutenant Robinſon, who ſent them all to 
New Priſon without much examination of them; and there 
they were kept Priſoners many of them three Moneths, and 
never brought to Tryal, onely about thirty of t hem a fort- 
night atter their Commitment were had to the Tower, and 
the Oath of Allegiance was proferred them, by che Liev- 
tenant in theſe words, Will you take the Oath, will you take it; 
will you take it; And tor refuſ-l, they were ſent back co 
prilon again, though he was ſo hafty in asking chem about, 
that divers of them had not time to ſpeak to him, nor to 
treat with him in ſober diſcoutſe about che lawfulnefs of the 
ſe me, which (ame of them delired to have done, but little 
was laid; But will you take it, will you take it ? And they were 
all continued Priloners till about che cwentiech day of the 
fixth moneth, at which time there was a Seſſions at Hichęſes 
Hall for that County, co which place divers of the ſaiu Pri- 
ſoners were brought, firlt of all ix cen perſons who were 
there Indicted at common Law, for being at an unlawſul Meet- 
ing, Cc. according to the forme, #$ before is (h:wed z and 
they were asked, Guilty or not guilty, to which me ſt of them 
pleaded uct gut), and were returned back to priſon aga n, 
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ſuppoſing that ſame Seſſions they ſhould have been Tryed - 


Next after them were ſeven more Perſons called into the 
Court, and Iadided alſo, and demanded to plead Guilty or 
not guilty, but they refuſed to plead in their Form of 
Tearms, though they all ſaid, they were Innccent and 
Clear from ſuch a Meeting as was mentioned in their In- 
di&ment, and in ſubſtance and eff-& pleaded nor guilty, 
though not in the very form of the Courts proceedings; but 
they were condemned as Mute, and the IndiFmenc taken 
pro Confeſſo; and they preſencly ſeutenced them ſo much fine 
a piece, and ſent chem Priſoners to New-gate; there to re- 
main till payment. 

About this time there was a Seſſions kept at the Old Baley, 
to which place it was verily expected many of the Priſoners 
in New-gate would have been brought for their Tryal, for 
there was about 147. of the ſaid People now Pritoners in 
that place, beſides che fifty in New Priſon (before mention - 
ed) and though divers of them had been led out of the 
Priſon to Old Baley ſeven times already, yet was never Try» 
ed, nor any thing charged upon them to this time; Yet not 
any of che ſaid Priſoners were called this *eſſions , the occa- 
fion thereof was this; There being at this time near 20c. of 
our Friends, belides many of the Baptized People , in the 
Goals for London and Middlelex, moſt of whom were allra+ 
ken by Souldiers, and foice of Arms violently, out of their 
Meeting, where they were waiting upon the Lord, in tis Fear, 
accordingcothe practice of , the Primuwe Chritians., and ex- 
ample of Scri tures 3, aud being ſo apprehended, were all of 
them committed at divers times into the ſaid Goals; and 
ſome were tryed, others not, fom: fined, others not, and 
in ſeveral Capacicies ot Prifoners, they were yet all conti- 
nued ſtrictly in Priſon, to their great danger and inconve- 
niences by reaſon of ſo ſtrait Imptiſonment as ye have heard 
And che Hg knowing of chele things, and that many were 
now in Piſon, and tis hoped, he took into good conliders- 
tion, he fad eſtate of his N, he was pleated to trnd His 
Letter thus directed, Ta the Mayer Lon don, and ot ber H- 
m ſi ners and Fujtices for tbe Goal del uery of Myer and Te qni- 
nei, and of th. peace in the City of London a County of M d- 
dleſex, which was read in the open Seſions at Old Balq, the 

twenty 
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twenty ſecond day of the 485 month, fignifying the Kings 
p eaſure for the telesſe of the people called , and o- 
chers of the ſeparation , upon ther oceaſion of the Sueens 
fi ſt coming co the Kings Palace at the City o Weltminſter;his 
pleaſure was, that all ſuch perſons ſhould be diſcharged then 
in the Goals for Lend and Middleſex, except Ringleaders, 
and Freachers, and ſucb u were in«iAed for refiſing the Oath 
of Allegiance, cc. According to which Letter, moſt of the 
laid Priſoners were diſcharged, except ſome few excepred, 
who yet remains; Onely the Goalersſ which is a common 
property pertains to the men of that calling) greedy of Gain 
and Money, would not ſet at liberty the priſoners without 
paying Fees, but kept them about fix dayes aſter , and 
then let them go without Fees, which for Conſcience ſake 
they could not pay, for theſe Reaſons, 

1. Becauſe Fees inthemſelves are an impoſed oppreſſion-and 
cxadlion upon Priſoners , and we are bound in Confctence to 
bear witneſs againſt ſuch impoſition, by denying to pay 
Fees , which is an evidence againſt it, and we cannot up- 
hold ſuch Oppreſſion and Exattion, but do witneſſe againſt ir, 
by denying to pay any Fees; for ceafing to uphold any op- 
preſſion by deny ing it, is the greateſt witnels againſt it, and 
lo is it in this caſe; and ſeeing it is an oppreſſion (even this 
very matter of Fees) we rather chuſe to ſuffer, then to np- 
bold it and maintain it, by paying any 3 and this is one Rea- 
ſon why we deny to pay Fees. | 

2. Becauſe we are Innocent, and not impriſoned for any 
evil doing or breach of any juſt Law, therefore we may not pay 
Fees, and thereby render our ſelves to the ſuſpition of 
guilr, when we are guiltleſſe; for paying the impoſit ions of 
Fees to Clerks and Goalers doth partly render mens clear- 
neſs and innocency to the evil ſurmiſe of evil minds, as if 
they were guilty, and becauſe we are clear and inn cent both 
before God and men(in this caſe of being ſent tcPriſon for 


Meeting together for the Worſhip of God) we way not pay 


any impoſed Fees; forif any Fees be due, they are due from 
Tranſgreſſors as an Impoficion deſervedly upon them for 
their offence, and not from the Innocent who are wrong- 
fully impriſoned, and of right ought not to be impoſed upon 
b 
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by any, much leſs by the Goalers, who are but inferiour 
ervants. 

3. Becauſe there is % Law of the Land commanding and in- 
Joyning us to pay ſuch exalting Fees as is uſually demanded of us , 
bur onely a traditional cuſtom got up in the Land, and 
cuſtom of time long continued, now tis claimed as due and 
debt from Priſoners, uch is not due by any Law of theLand, 
but Impoſed and Exadied by long cuſtom without Juſt Law; 
and therefore we do e to pay ſuch Impoficion, which is 
come in by evil cuſtom, and nat by good Law, which we are 
bound to Witneſs againſt by the deniyal of it; who cannot 
in good Conſcience uphold any ching but what is rooted 
and grounded upon fuftice, Equity , a Trutb, and not 
that which is grounded upon evil cuſtoms, and is in it (elf 
ExaTion and O ren. 6 | | 

4. Becauſe, were «'free propleyborn free of the Seed of God, 
an i are fpiritually of Abraham, and cannot be ſubject co the 
wills of men, to feed the Oppreſſors after their defires;though 
tis our Principle and Practiſe to be ſubject to every Autbo- 
rity by deiug or. ſuffering, according to eſtabliſhed Law, yet 
we do refuſe ſub jection to impoſitions aded upon evil 
cuſtonis, and without any La; and that becauſe we are a 
free people, and cannot be bound by vain and formal Tra- 
ditions in any caſe, but do deny to upbold any ching of 
that natute, and do allo tra vei and ſuffer for t he end, 16 
corre and rediſie every ſuch abuſe in the world, that every 
Yoak of bondage may be broken, and ell people may come 
to the free Spirit of the Lord, to be led and ruled thereby, 
and not bound under every formel Cuſtom of men; fo for 
theſe Reaſons do we refuſeto pey, e ding, oumting, cud: 
oppreſſive Fees, and not out of Couetouſueſſe nor-Peyury,; for tis 
our property in the free Spirit of che Lord, to bew kinde, 
neſs to them that are kind; though we cannot buy courteſies, 
nor fee men aforehand for their love, yet no men hath oc- 
caſion to ſay of us, they are covetous, nigardly , and diſ- 
reſpe&ful roſuch that (ſhew. favour to chem; we ste not of 
thac (picit, that flacters men with fees aforthand, neit her 
of that ſpirit that can bow and bend to pay fees, for ſeor 
and terruur of the threats of men; but we are of that /ree, 
liberal, bountiful and grateful fpirit, that can do good, — be 

iberal 


| * 4 | 
liberal to all men in rhe free ipirit, without flattery or fear; 
but to be bound by impoſitions contrary to our Conſcien- 
ces our ſouls do hate, rather then to be fubje& on that kind, 
we can ſuger the loſs of all, cill the Lord ariſe and make us 
free outwardly from all cruel and hard . e of men, 
ly 


as his Power and Spirit hath freed us inwaraly from the bon- 
dage of fin and death, for which we wait, according to the 
Promiſe of the Everlaſting God. 


Concerning the late Impriſonment of divers of the People 
of God called Q 1akers, becauſe for Conſcience lake 
they have ref aſed to go themſelves, or ſend out men 
in the Train- bands; With Come'Reaſons 
ſhewed for ſuch their Conſeienti- 

ous Refuſal. | 
divers wayes ad means, and upon divers occaſions and pre- 
B tences, hath the long and cruel Perſecution been in- 
flicted upon the People of God, againſt whom many occa- 
ſions have been ſoughe and taken by their Adverſaries'on 
purpoſe, that they might fulfh! their envious Wills upon 
them, and deſtroy them by Impriſonment, and every way elſe; 
And when one Means and Way' would not eff: & their de- 
fired aim in that particular, then they have found out ſome 
other way; wherein to perfift and travel on to bring to paſs 
the ruine and overthrow of the Heritage of the Lot „if it 
were poſſible for them ſo to do; yea, ſuch is and hath been 
the zeal, and madneſſe, and crueltyof thit birth born of che 
Fleſh in all Ages, againſt che meekrneſſe, humility, and vertues 
of that birth born of che Spirit, as it is even at this day 
t nat he hath left no way unactempred to eff & hi: defire 
end, even to deſtroy and overturn the righteous Seed which 
God hath bleſſed; and of this we have experience in our 
Age, who are feeling Witneſſes of the cruel band of er ſecution 
upon us, for and becauſe of that Truth and Righteouſneſſe 
which we hold forth in the World', by found Dittrine and 
good Conv vſatiou. 
And among the many occalions ſought out againſt us, 


now 


now of late divers e e ra Priſon for the 
Cauſe aforeſaid, (to wit) benuuſe upon Invitation of men 
in Military Forer, they have not gone out themſelves, nor 
ſent men in Arme, to do that Service which they have by 
their Officers been Commanded unto, as hereafter more at 
large. is lignifiedz and that all che World may know, ſuch 
Perſons ſorefuling to go out, are not wilfnl and obſtinate, and 
have lo refuſed, as Perſons wholly unreaſouable end contem- 
ning. Authority, upon peeviſhneſs, and their own wittuineſs, 
&c. with which calumnies in many caſes they are traduced; 
Therefore here are forme Reaſons amongſt many that may be 
given in the caſe, preſented to the World for their ſo refu- 
ſal, and becauſe of which ſome ſuffers in Bonds this preſent 
time. | 

Firſt, Becauſe it is contrary to the very Law of Nature (as the 
caſe ſtandeth in chis City) for the very work of the Train 
Bands in this City of late have been to Beat, Abuſe, Knock 
down, Impriſon ani Perſecute w 3 and this have they done, 
and been commanded to do by their Officers, which ſhews 
the Truth of the Reaſon ; for every man by the Law of Na- 
ture is bound to preſerve himſelfand bis own life from miſ- 
chief and deſtruction; and it is abſolucely contrary to the 
very Law, for a man to deſtroy himſelf, ot be acceſſary there- 
unto, by himſelf or by any other; It is againſt the Lew of 
Nature and Reaſon, for men to be any way helpful, tobeat, 
and impriſon, and knock, down, and perſecute themſelves ; And 
ſois this very Caſe, if any of us ſhould go out or ſend a man 
on this occafion, it were to aid and aſſiſt, and endeavour (if 
not perſonally to act with our hands) tobeleto priſon, or to 
beat and perſecute, it may be, kill our ſelves or our Friends ; and 
ſo to be Helpful and Acceſſary to our own ſuffering, if it were 
to death; and this the very Law of Nature reſtrains us from, 
and we cannot doit, for it is natural to mankind, and to 
every Creature, to be helpful to preſerve it ſelf; and con- 
trary to nature, to be a means by ic ſelf ( wittingly and 


willingly) of its own deſtrudtion, no man may in reaſou riſe 
up againft himſelfto his own death, which is the caſe; fo 
this is one reaſon taken from the very Law of Nature (which 
enjoyneth to preſerve our 2 and not * =_ 
| elvcy 
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ſelves nor our Friends 2 — neither by our 
own hands, nor others through our means; wherefore 
we refuſe to go or ſend out men in Arms on that oscaſi · 
00. : | - a 
2. It i contraryto all equity and Treaſon to be put upon us 

and expected — us { — are — 2 this City ) 
laaſmuch as we are daily 4 ſuffering and perſecuted people, and 
commonly reputed ( though falſiy) as the very enemies of the 
Peace and good of the Land; and upon that pretended 
Reaſon, daily baled to priſons, indified as great Malef actors, and 
finedin great ſums of money, and many impoſitions put 

; and ſeeing we are thus dealt withaly and reftrained' of 
the lawful enjoynment i of common Freedom and Liberty, and our 
rightly due priviledges, as other inhabitants have, we cannot 
be permitted our Freedoms and Priviledges in our callings, and 
to follap our employments, as we are men, nor yet our (therties 
as Chriſtians, in th exerciſe of cur Chriftians duties, com ding v6 
the perſwaſions of aur Conſciences, ad example of Soriptures, but 
are impriſoned and pertecuved, and all our rights (both as 
we are men and Chriftians)- violated, and taken from ws 3 Se- 
ing it is thus, how can it in commen equity and reafon/be 
put up ws, or expetied from us, that we ſhould be charged 
with any ſuch ſervice und duty, or perform the ſa me, either 
in our perſons or eftates ? there is no equity nor reaſon in it 
chat men ſhould be charged with s ſervice for the good of 
che City, as this is proſeſſed to be, and yet not permitted 
to enjoy any portion oft he end of ſuch a proſeſſed ſervice, 
but quite the contrary napoſed; and this is our caſe; It 1s 
profeſſed that the Tramed Bands ave raiſed, and goes out 
for the good and peace of che City, and we are commanded 
to joy n with them for that good end; and yet we ave debar- 
red and reſtrained of every part of chat end, and the 
contrary end is made our portion, und therefore it Wwmequal 
and urea ſunable in our ſelves, as well as in them chat enpect 
it from us, that we ſhould joyn in fuch duty and ſet vice, 
| Iikeas if a perſon ſhould adventurt co Sea ſuch a ſum af mony 
in the hand of a Merchant, truſting him with ehe improvement 
eit, for the end to bring in gain, and at the return, the 
Merchant keeps both Principle and Produce From the Adven- 


turer, 
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turer, and not only fo, but he makes uſe of the Caid mony, 


to put the man to as muck-more need! bam ep 
Would not all men ſay it were ent equity amd v 
ſou, this ſuch Adventarer ſhould ever ae ſuch Merchanc 


more,and\much more msn that ſuch Merchent ſhould 
pat ſuch Adventurer in Priſon , becauſe he will not give him 
credite and wuſt bim with wore flock; This Parable news the 
ceuitvof our Caſe, and Prores tue truth of both the Rea- 
lons aforegoing. 

. Firſt, Thar t is comrary't Y Led and Principle of Na. 
turr. . 

Secon It is contrary to common E and Reaſon (as 
the caſc rac ho for us to go ont eu hen, or — 2 
on the occafion mencioned , end for thele Reaſons we do 
refale $0 dy it. 

Allo let it be right ecolidever how + unreaſonable this thing 


is that we ſhould now Suffer for nor 1 
yet divers of our houſes ha ye v4 2 


taken away from w'where atty die and we, Waere 
to befenc to Prifon, in eur bouſes , if 
but an old Sword, and yer now Suffer becauſe we will 
notkeep Arms, and go out in # 2 25 them ; — 
how une qual it Wy, that we's ained to 
| —— e e imes, 

and male to gy oput' on 
Pons to fight'5 = —— 65 f one 2 
and on the other, and afflictioms — dur po ** every 
fide , from the men of this 4 meal nd 1 are 
a Troubles 5 ein ebe deliver. us ut of them 


| "Perauſy we ure ty hy 7 4 Nasse 
ed; auf 2922 Oh oh Lf Jef "Chriſt ,. cg 
$ 


are en 'of Peace, and Love, and ill coward 
— and lives in it, and ſeeks after it, aud ate not men 


and Debete,, but art Redermed out of 
Spi Sill — Tie the fall from God, and d:livered from che 
—— fuck 2 3 and now we. cannot war with: care 
wat Feapons our fe elves, 10 t in others, bar do give wit - 
neſſe againſt it, fuch our 3 to riſe up and go out — 
2121 Carna 
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Carnal Weapons, for all D are in the fall from 

that eſtate in which God placed: man in the beginning, and wars 
and fighting are in the enmicy andSpuit of iniquity, which 
is contrary to God, as ſaith che Apoſtle, Wars aud fightings 
do ariſe from the luſt that wars in the members, Jam. 4. I. and 
from that eſtate of enmity in ibe fall, and out of theſe works 
are we Nedeemed and Sandified by abr Lord Jeſus Chriſt , and 
do walk in his Dorne, who hach exborted us to love our Ent» 
mies; to do good for evil, and to reward no man. eil for. evil 5 (but 
when we are ſmitten an the one:cheek, to tern the other „ and td be 
reconciled with our Neighbours ; theſe and many ſuch exhor« 
. tations we have in To 


do deny to go out with Crna! (ecpone te war againſt any, 
ad o 


1 


much leſſe againſt our own ſelves a 


war, and were: i es Au juftified.of God in ſo doing, 
— that State was Hort pf the State of Chriſty ho was the 

tirof God, to which State in meaſure we are come, and 
ſo are Redtemed from ars a 0 


d fightings with Carnal. Weapons 5 
not onely in their worſt State, ut in the beſt Eſtate of ſuch 
mars, not ogely in. an, ex}. and) nravgfyl quatecl. me can» ' 
not war, but in che ; 1ng,of,quatrel,; we refuſe out of 
Conſcience, fo war our ſelies, or to ſend others for us, to 
war with Carnal weapons. and that becauſe we ere true Chri- 
ſtians, aud believes in Chriſt Jeſuss and abides in his Doctrine, 
and loves peace with all men, and can do good to them that 
hate us, and arecomecotheend of wars, and would have 
mens lives ſaved-and not A and are of the gᷣpirit of 

Ckrift eſus which warred with Spiritual Weapons agair 
the evil Tufts and evil affect ions within, and. againſt that 
ſpirit of tranſgreſſion in mens hearts that he mighekill and 

eftroy that Spirit, and i. ies and; Soul alive 3 
and ſuch war doe make th day with the. Weapons af the 
Spirit of God, that ſin may be {lain , and unrig neſſe 
deſtroyed in mens hearts, and that Body and Saul may liye 

ut 
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but other kind of war we 93. make for the Reaſons a- 
foreſaid Loa we are * in the fight of the 
Lord, 1 ufing to go out with carnal N th et 
we ſuffer Impriſorment , and are — by 
lame, 

If from hence it be Obje&ed by any, That this principle 
and pratiiſe of denying to fight at all, is dangerous and of evil con- 
ſequence ; and if all were of this principle aud pradliſe, then 
we might be expoſed to ruine and deſtruct ion by other Netions, 
who would come upon us and take our (Country from u, and 
enſlave ws, and all this while we deny to 720 againſt them, 
and will not defend our ſelves by the uſe of carnal Weapms, 
Cc. 

To which I anſwer 3 1. If all the People in the Land 
were of this Principle and Pradiſe, to deny to fight, arriſc up 
with Carnal Weapons at all; this would prevent all Inſurreũi- 
ons at home in our oon Land, and all the Fears thereof 
would be wholly removed, and without doubt we ſhould be in 
Peace, and no occafion of Fears of Wars among our ſelves in 
our Country 3 and if all the People of the Land were of this 
Principle and Pradtiſe, this go Conſequence would natur- 
ally follow ; we-{bould be in perfect Peace in our own Na- 
tion, and without all Doubts or Fears of the contra: 
ry: But, | 

— And if this ſame Spirit, and Principle, and Pradliſe were 
in all things believed aud obeyed by all People, ſueh would be 
the vertue of the eſſedꝭ of it, in the peace, and love, and com- 
fortable union and fellow ſhip that would flow fo 
in our Land by ſuch Spirit and Principle, and alſo to other 
Peoples through che World, that occafion. would not be 
adminiſtred to any ether Nations, to'mvade or deſtrey ws by riſing 


up ag ainſt s; but fuch would be the vertue of ſuch a Govern»; 
ment, wherein perſect peace were among the People in obedi- 


ence to that Principle and Spirit, that all the Earth would 
be engaged towards ſuch a Government in love and obedience, 
and would ear and tremble, before the Tord to offend it; yea, luck 


would be the Majeſty. aud Pomey tb Lord Gad for ſuch bis 


People, and would ſo appeaſi for chem aguint cheit ene- 
* nis People . wenn fo his power and arm of 
ftrengrh, 


rth among all people. 


ay 
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firength, ens all the Confidence in the f Fleſp 3 
the God of Heaven would appear for them in vation 
round about them p irit url aud temporal; If Cl men 
were all come to the Principle und Prachiſrʒ of Rigbieo fn and 
Truth, of Juſtice and Mercy, and to renounce all the Mtrary, 
ond could deny all carnal We and would truſt᷑ the Lord 
onely to defend them, and would in all things gely upon 
him, ſuch a People would be happy and bleſſed among 
themſelves, and alfoa beppineſſeto all the Norld, and a joy and 
zet a terror to all Nations; and the God of Heaven would de- 
fend them in all their wayes, from the Fury and Wrath of 
the Wicked; and if the Lord were wholly truſted to, and de- 
pended upon by all people, his eternal power would be ſeen al- 
wayes in preſerving of chem, for no man nor People ever 
5 truſted to the Lord, and was failed in their bope aud con- 
ence. a3. 
3. But to come into the belief and 2 of that ſpirit and 
principle which cleaves onely to the Lord and truſts in bim, and 
alcogether depends upon him for defence and preſervation, 
and rendunceth carnal Weapons; this is onely the work of che 
Lord in mans heart, to beget People into the belief aud obe- 
dieuceof the ſame, it is God only by his Power and Spirit 
that muſt bring all men to this eſtate; It cannot be taken 
upon a Perſon or a People if they will, or who may be of this 
Principle and Pradliſe that will, chis is not the way, it is not 
thus come by, no man can mould himfelf into ſuch a frame 
as to believe and obey God in all things, and ſo to truſt the Lord 
a to renounce carnal M rapons, but it is he alone that perſwades 
the Heart and Conſcience into the Faith and Praiſe of 
this; So we enjoyn no man nor People unto ie, we may not 
per ſwade any man to lay aſide all Carna? Wespons upon the 
penalty of damnation, nor bind any ſuch ching upon him 
with a'Curte, till God perfwade his Heart. And av it was 
God that wronghe the ſame in us, even to deny all carne! 
Weapons, and never to fight more with them, but to cruſt 
the Lord altogether, and that upon the penalty of Jammations 
ſo we leuve it to m to work the fame in others, actorditig 
to the Counſefof his om WII. JS 
* _ Laſtly, In ful Anſwer to the Objection thus, We are con- 


vinced 
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vinced in our Conſciences by Mr of Chrift, of the unlaw- 
fulneſſe to aur ſelves of going out to War with carnal Ne- 
Pons againſt any man in any caſe, and we cannot do it hut we 
lin againſt God, yet we leave all People to do, or net to de in 
that Caſe as they are moved and perſwaded by the Spirit of 
Chriſt Jeſs in their own hearts, and may not perſwade any 
man to, or againſt this thing contrary to their own Conſci- 
— ences; but as for us, we being Convinced that we ought 
not to go out to War with carnal Weapans, we mult be obedi- 
ent to the Lord in this matter, and muſt follow the Lordin 
bis leadings according to the light of Faith which we have 
received from him, without refpe& to what may be the Con- 
ſequence of the ſame, we muſt not follow the Lord with re- 
ſpe& to what effects may follow ( as of Peace or Trouble, 
— Heavinefle ) to our autward man, but we malt be o- 
bedient to the Lord abſolute, and not meaſure our love and 
fait hfulneſſe, and obedience to him, by either objeHed or 
real Conſequences which may follow; for we muſt, and do 
truſt the Lord in whacſoever may follow upon our outward 
J- men for our obedience to him; ſo we are not further care · 
ſul in any thiag what the Lord may do, or ſuſſer to be done 
in any Caſe, only tis our duty to ſtand ia bis Counſel, and to 
welk in his Fear, and to follow bis Teachings, and then we are 
certain nothing will come to paſſe as any Conſequence there» 
of, but what will be for our good and the glory of the Lord 
in the end; for he hath given us hearts to truſt in him, and 
we do rely upon him tor defence and preſervation in all calesy 
and are made of him to truſt our ſyuls aud bodies with him in 
* our obedience to his Will, commending our ſelves into his 
handof power, to live or to die in our ſubjection to him 


+ according to his Heavenly Will; and our Souls do ed, A 
a 1 a 
t 2 


that the ſame mind and heart were found in ll People, that 
would obey him in all things, and truſt in him only 
commit the Conſequence thereof to him; Oa'! then ſhould 
the day be bleſſed, and the v hole Earth made happy, and 
the People rejoyce in the Salvation of the Eternal God; 
Then ſhould the Heavens Gng for joy, and the Saints end 
Angels re joyce together, when God alone is euaſted in tube | - 
midſt of his People aud all Faith eng Obedience given to him 2 
by all the Sons of Men. 
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THE. CONCLUSION. 


W E are and have been 4 Suffering and perſecuted People 
by the powers of this World, who have all rifen up 
. dgainft us from time to time to deſtroy us, and have taken 
_ many occaſions againſt us, and uſed many wayes and means 
for that end, but the Lord God everlaſting hath-hithefro 
«dy us, and kept us alive in his Name and by his 
ver, and not only ſo, but he hath enlarged us and in- 
creaſed us, and made us to grow in ſtrength, in courage, in 
boldneſſe, and in number alſo, through all our Aftitions, Suf- 
ferings and Perſecutions ; and this is the Lords doings, and 
it ĩs marvelous in our eyes, that even the ſame wey which 
our enemies have taken, and thereby thought to deſtroy us, 
by that very way and means hath the Lord advanced us, and 
promoted us, raiſed us up, and ſrengtbened us, and encreaſed is, 
and this is to his Praiſe and Glory, that all Fleſh and the 
Wiſdom thereof may be confounded, and its pur poſes turn» 
ed backward, which is incended againft the Lord and his 
Heritage; we have ſeen the power of the Lord God oſten 
appeering in us and for us, and we are evident Witneſſes of 
his deliverances which he hath wrought, and we cannot but 
. fic down aſtoniſped in the remembrance of the things which 
3 our God hath done for his People in our age. HI 
And though multitudes ſhould riſe up againſt us, either in 
| open, actual, furious Oppotirion, or in more ſecret Con- 
tention by Arguments, or what way elſe ſoever to over- 
throw us, yer we have one Witneſſe againſt them all to with- 
*-nd them, we have one Teſtimony wherewith to oppoſe 
tuem if multitudes ſhould come againſt üs in one day 3 
which Witneſe and Teſtimony, in which our Strength and 
Confidence lyes, is that of the Spirit of Chrift Ke 
. 2 _—_ bears witneſle to us, 147550 2 ople of the - 
N L b choſen us, and he wi ws and preſerve 1. 
* 4 ble vnto the end for ever." And this Winefle duft 
r t for us againſt multitudes of nen 
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Wires, -Guiley or not 
chat beweg keken up in the 
part of che {ndiamenty and 


| is innocent © Sout and Life did wit- 
hin che re, and furthermore he ſaid;Thacthey 

© uſtice © ly 91} or them to give Righte- 

9 — — Ngo But Rider. 

—— with « whining 

7 N were rent of a Dag or Cat, and not like 
an, eſpecially one that is ſet to Rule over men, who 
de as men of God y and P. Buſaid,' It beoomes not a 
Sift ace to ſcoff or mock at the Ptiſonetsz and R. B. de- 
d, and ſaid he did not mock, bm ſurely he did (, for 
dy the Multitude were provoked to liſt up their voices 
brer at his Lightneſs and Folly, in which he (ported 
il as his manners, and he ſaid, D. Baker did Cant, 
Auch like ſcoffing words; But he anſwered, ſaying; T 
be int the Fear of the Lord, and I world that the [ams were (et 


n Hearts of th: Magiffrates bt; alſo in the tearts 
A 2 of 


: : 


e al bere preſentthis dayy Md ic was demanded of him, ve. 
ther he were ready to receive” his Fryal, and he laid; bt 
was ready to receive Fuſtice and judgement, and then 
ſeemed to be dilple a e 5 4nd as aut ro ie 
by che Court, whether he would yed by «\Juby# an 
he ſaid on this wife; He ſuppdſed there were men uon the __ 
Bench that might be ſufficient to hear and detefmind dhe 
matter wit hout a Jury, a8 to the Particulars in the Indic | 
ment; aud chey therefore turned him by, and others a the 
Pciloners did give their anſwer ac and o 
Tbat he was.guilty of what was Trqth,; and not g of 
the contrary in the Indiftment 3-And the Courtlaid, Tha 
if che Priſaners were guilty of one part, they were guilty of _ 
the whole 3 To'which was replyed, Not fo, for ag was © * 
Matter of Conſcience to them to bear wicaels for the Truth 
ſo ĩt was Matter of Conſcience to bear wienels againlt the 
contrary ; and it was laid perad venture, there might be 
ſome words in the 4ndi&ment which in themſelves 8 | 
be true; and others of the Priſoners Pleas to the Indi? 


ment they accepted of, for not guilty 3 pad others 1 


— 
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they did not plead ſo in their Form and manner of Tea ms, 
tbey would not allow of thein pleas for not guilty. Albeit, 
one was nothing at all concerned in the matter, being tay 
ken up as an innocent man in the ſtreet, without the breach 
of any Law, either of God or Man, and had then ſuffered * 
more then thirty dayes Impriſonment, and been before te 
Judgement Seat twice, at two ſevetal, Seſſions, and not 
tryed, nor his Innocent cauſe pleaded: mor he ſet at Liber- + 
ty, but with many more have been thus taken too and fro, 
and hurried to Prifonand from Prifon, to the Judgement 
Seat, and from Judgement to Priſon again, but che Lord 
God of. Judgement will be eaſed of bis Adverſaries, & plead 
the Cauſe of I — — Recompence Vengeance in his 
fore diſpleaſure upon the Head of his Enemies in one day 3 
Behold, beheld, it haſteneth and cometh to paſs. 
And fo becauſe they could not try them all, they ſaid 
they would try none of them till next Seſſions, and ſo ſent 
che m all to Priſon again, but as the Jaylors was burrying 
of them away, D. Baker ſpake the words of Chriſt, ſaying, 


ye lad hen what this meaneth, I will have mer and t | 
ſacri 
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J © forifice, ye would not bave condemned the guiltleſs. 
And the next Morning he wrote a few Lines to Alderman 
an, to the end he might move it to the reſt of the Ma- 
"lp | the Bench, that they might be called to a 
al, ſeeing they had dealt ſo with them the day before; 
forthwith the Marſhal of the City was ſent, to demand 
”* ofthemor move them to it, (viz.) If that they would con- 
feſſe'to bim that they were at a Meeting, and at ſuch a Meeting as 
ws mentioned in the Indifiment , they ſhould go and be Tryed, 
nd favoured it maybe, with « ſmall Fine, he aid 3 But in 
© the Fear and Name of the Living God he was withftood, 
id the Priſoners kept out of the (nare, and they let him 
mo that his Meflage did tend to ſo much, as if he ſhould 
come to perſwade innocent men that they were thieves, and 
confeſs it co him when they were guiltleſsz And he taid, 
What Anſwer ſhall I return the Court? After we had debated 
the Matter, we ſaid again and again, That if we ſhould confeſs 
that we were not at all at a Meeting, then we ſhould not 
confeſs to, bur deny the Truth; forits true, we were at a 
12215 and it was a Meeting of the Iunocent, Harmleſs 


1 


t of God, to Worſhip Him; But we denyed and wit - 
fled againſt ſuch a Meeting ſpoken of in the Indictment, 
of which we were wholly Innocent and Guilclels, after this 
manger we ſpoke to him, and he went his way, ſaying, Its 
iy vein, then all would be to no purpoſe, and ſuch like words; 
dad nothing further was done in that matter. 

"The twelfth day of che Moneth, being the third day of 
the week, firſt about twenty of the Priſoners were fetched 
out of Aew-gate by their Keepers, and led to the Srſſi ns 
Houſe, where were ſitting on the Bench, the Mayor of che 
City, Alderman Adams, Alderman Brown, and Counſe lor 
Havel, who fac Judge at Law of the Court, as Deputy Re- 
corder; And E Burrongbs was preſently called by 3 to 
the Bar, with about eight perſons more of them called Au- 
hajtifts ; and being ſer ac the Bar, the Jury men were called 

-md Sworn, the lame who had lerved he day before, and 
it the lecond perſon laying his hand upon the Book, E. B. 
moved the Court in theſe words; Deficing do know what 

* Piviledze the Law of the Land allowed the Priſeners in 
. making exceptions againſt the Jury men, chis he delired 
8 * | p 4 


— 


articular points of the Law in chat cale ; To which the 
2 puty Recorder anſwered, they might make e 


if chey had good realons for itʒbut the Perſous being tran» | 


gers to all che Priſoners, they made no exceptions, having 
no knowledge of the men, and ſo could not well pt. 
gainſt any of them. The Jury been ſworn, the ſeveral In- 
dict nents were read in the Court, E. Burroughs the firſt of 
all, according as the Priſoners ſtood Iudicted at the Seſſiong 
about five weeks before, a Relation of which P 
with the Indi&ment Verbatim, ye have in our Second pant 
of the Cry of the Innocent for Fuſtice, 1 publiſhed, though 
for our more orderly manifeſting the Truth to the perſeſ 
knowledge of all men, tis neceſſary that we inſert again in 
this place, the ſaid Inditment, which is as followeth, 


(viz.) | 


LONDON, iſ. 


HE Jurers for our Lord the King, do preſent upon their oat 
I that Edward Burroughs late of London, together with 
divers other perſons to the ſaid Furors unknown, to the number of 7 
bundred perſons, 1he firſt day of June, in the fourteenth year 
_ the Reign of our Lord King Charles the ſecond, of England, 
Scotland 2 Ireland, Defenter o the Faith, &. With Force 
and Arms, Oc, in London, &c. To wit, inthe Pariſhof Saint 
Ann and Agnes, in the Ward of Alder'gate, London aforeſaid, 
Under pretence of performing Religious Worſhip, otherwiſe then by 
the Laws of this Kingdom of Engl:nd, 5: this Kingdom is eſte» 
bliſhed', Unlawfully au Tamultuouſly did Gather and Aſſemble 
themſelves together, to the great Terrour of bis Majeſties People and 
to the diftlurbance o the Peace of our now Lord the King, in con» 
tempt of our ſaid Lord the King an i his Laws, to the evil Exams 
ple of all others inthe like Caſe offending, aud againſt the Peace 
of our Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity, &c. 


This being read by the Clerk, he proceeded to give the 
Jury their Charge, on this-wiſe, That whereas the Priſoner at 
the Bar ſtood Indified for an Unlawful and Tumultuoys Meeting, 


under pretence of Worſhip, contrary to the Law of the Land, g + 
| ö 1 
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oe to knon of the Bench he (aid, becauſe he did not know the * 
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in the Form of the Indid ment they bad heard, and had pleaded 
„ guilty of the faid Iudidment; I herefore according to their 
2 Jhey wereto make true nquir 'y between our Lord the Ring, 
ther er at the Bar, in the caſe for which he ſtood Indidled, and 
bein favour or Affection to try the matter, and give 1b. ir verditi 
Abhang to their evidence, whether the Priſoner were guilty in 
Tenn and Matter as be flood Indided. This was the lum of 
tlie Charge given to 2 This being done, E. Bur- 
nah in particular was ſet to the Bar, and three men cal- 
qd by Name for co give evidence (to wit) William Brauch, 
Thema Glover, and Henry Walker , all of them of the Pariſh 
of 'Maiy Maudhn's Old Fiſhſtreet, all of whom took their 
Qath accotding to form , That they ſhould ſpeak the Truth, 
add vitbing bus the Truth concerning the matter inquired of them , 
404 ſrould belp tbem; And having taken their Oaths, they 
were bid to look upon the Priſoner, aud ſpeak what they 
could fay concerning him as to the matter for which he 
flood there Indicted; Accordingly the firſt began to ſpeak 
on this wiſe, That whereas he being an Cflicerin Captain 
. Company, was commanded by his Captain on 
certain day (being the Sabbath day as he ſaid) to go with 
three files of Muſqueteers co the Bul and Mouth, where the 
Makers were met, in Order to break their r as he 
was commanded ; and then and there he found the ſaid 
e mer together, tothe number of about three or four 
red, as he might ſuppoſe, but juſtly he could not tell 
how many, and among them this ſame Mr. Burroughs (ſaid 
be) now at the Bar, this ſame perſon was landing upon a 
e and ſpeaking amongſt chem, ſpeaking, yes, Preach- 
to them in their way, (laid he: and further, he com- 
manded his party to wartch up the Meeting to the place 
Where chis Perſon (now at the Far) ſtood, and he bad bim 
come down and ceaſe ſpeaking, but be would not, but made 
ſome refiftancez where upon he commanded his men to pull 
bim down by force, which accordingly they did, and then 
took him out of the Meeting, and he and his men guarded 
bim to Pauls where their main guard was, and he delivered 
bim (this ſame perſon now at the Bar) co his Captain, and 
- this I reftifie upon my Oath, (aid he, &c. This done, che 
| ſecond perſon was called to ſpeak u hat he could fay in that 
8 | cite 


8 

caſe concerning the Priſons 1 * Bar; to which he ſaid, 
he could ſay to the ſame purpoſe that the perſon before had 
ceftified, That whereas he was one of that partie com 
ed to go to the Bull and Mouch where the Quakers were 
together, and there they found this ſame Edvard 
now ac the Bar, Preaching amongſt the People, and accor- 
ding to command they puſled him down, and took him as 
way to their Captain, and this was all he could ſay. _ 
the third evidence was called, and he was asked, 
Court what he could ſay in the Caſe concerning the 
ner, his anſwer was, That he had onely toſay what the 6+ 
ther two before him had ſaid 3; That whereas he was one of 
the party of Souldiers commanded to go.to 
Meeting, and there was this man (now at the 
ing up and Preaching amongſt chem, and they f 

down, and took him away to their Captain, and he had ng 
more to ſay; Thus the evidences gave witneſs, and this 
was the ſum of what was ſaid by them all. Then rhe Depy- 
ty Recorder askedof them, if they were certain this Priſo 
ner was the ſelf ſame man, and how many Heople Jo 
thought were at the Meeting ; to which 1K | anſwered 
yes, they were ſure this ſame perſon was the man, and 
there might be ſome hundreds at the Meeting, but how 
many they could not juſtly tell. | 


Then the Courtſpoke'to E. Burroughs, and asked him, | 


bat be bad to ſay for himſelf in this matter be ſtood there Indid- 
ed, and bad pleaded not guilty, and be bad heard the Wi 

againſt bim, and if be had ought to ſay be might now ſpeak, To 
which he began to ſpeak on this wiſe, That he was 298 
was permitted to ſpeak in defence of bis Cauſe, and he 
hoped they would fully hear him in what he had to ſay ; Be 
wasno Lawyer, and therefore unskilled in the particular 
points of the Law, and ſhould not take in hand to proceed 
as luch a one, but in as muchas God had given him a mea» 
fure of Reaſem, and a property of Juſtice, and a . 
of Equity, to diſcern of different things, he ſhould | 
ute of the ſame, to defend the Innocency of his Caule, 4 


- gainſt the Charges falfly laid againit him in the Inditment; - 
and therefore he'detired their patience to hear - U 
while going on in this Diſcourſe, to moderate the County 
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und to prepare their minds for Audience, and that he might 
tome tiſcreetly. to the matter ; the Judge of the — . 

ed him, and inte rrupte d his Speech, and told the Pri- 
ſaherys That be muſt be pertinent and brief, for they had much to 

4 \and cn la not be be ld in long: diſrourſes. ; 

Towhich che Priſoner replyed, his Cauſe was weighty; 
anddefired time of deliberate hearing, in order to ſound 

1 3 and he now was to plead on the behalf 

of tas Life und Liberty, for ought he knew, it might prove 

la but he ſibubd (God willing) be as brief and pertinent 
in what he ſhould ſay, as the Cale in hand would permit; 
: could he not be bound up to ſo many words, nor to 

a moment of timeʒ but now he would proceed to make 
his/exceprions „ which was as to the Witneſſes, that they 
were not competent Witneſſes, for .-<--<« About this time 
the Judge interrupted. again, and asked the Priſoner, M bat 

Couinrey man be we; Ta which was teplyed by the Priſoner, 

— take notice ( ſaid he ) ho that but a very 

atle before, thou deſited me to keep cloſe to the matter, 

ullto be pertitient tothe fe; and now thou haſt in. 

temp oſed a queſtion altogethet by a he buſineſſe, to lead me 

fromthe occa ſiom in hand; and as it were, to pervert 'my 
from what I was going upon, and this is not ve 

at which words the Judge ſeemed highly di 

ed to beſo ta xed in the Face of che Court by the Pri- 

ep3 und told him, It w not fir for a Priſoner to give ſuch 

wordcet the Bur, and the reaſon why be athed bim bis Name, wa 

be bad ſaid , be knew not the Laws of England, \and 

fefore could not tell whether he was an Engliſh man, forevery 

Engliſhinan mutt needs know the Law of the Land; To which 

EBanaghs reptyedy he onely (aid, he knew notithe-pars 

points, or every particular point of the Laws, and 
lot that he knew nothing at all of the Laws 3 and as to his 

Countrey, he had been for the moſt part at Landen for this 

inter years, and did pertain to this Cny and; defired/be 

permitted to goon in his defence of his cauſe, and 
te meu his exceptions again the Witneſſes , which the 
—— to de: And then he did aſſert, char 
perſons were not competent Witneſſes in this Caſe, 
refore their evidence ought not to be takenlagainſt 
B him, 
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him, for they were a party Se him, and not indifferent 


men, and they could not Juſtly and according to right, be 
both Panty, Proſecutors and Wit neſſes againft himy That 
they were a party, it was manifeſt by their on words; 
in as much as they had teſtiſied, they cook him fo and f6, 
in the capacity of Souldiers, hy force of Arms, which was not 
by due proſecution of the Law of che Land by civil Oſicem 
by Warrant from ſome Civil * — or N 
&c. And the Priſoner further teſtified in chaſe Wordꝭ, Tat 
theſe men who now ared againſt him as Witneſſes had 
themſelves violated the Law of the Lend, sad done vio 
lence unto the Laws and Government of Exg/axd, in that 
force of Arm, and not by due proceſſe at Lax, they had 
leiaed upon his perſan, concrary to a Charts, which 
faith, No man ſhall be talen, er impriſoned , or diſceizedi of bi 
free bold, but by the Law of the Land; Andalſorhe Kings late 
Proclamation, of the eleventh of Fauuary, 1660. : ( which 
then he held in his hand at the Bar) oy 
ſuch manner of ſeizing upon mens perſona as he would iht 
them, by reading the very words ofthe Proclamatiou ii d 
would permit bim and therefore, in as much as theſethree 
Perſons now witneſſes againſt him; had done thus 


to the Law of the Land and againſt the very ſorm and fore 


of the Kings Proclamation, in apprehending and imprilas 
ing of him by forreof Arms, by ed coder ad 
eto an Action at Law, i he pleaſed — 
them; for ſuch their illegal ſeizing upon him, and thi bew 
the Court and Witneſſes themſelves knew might 
and therefore to Juſtifie themſelves in (ſuch cheir 
Aſtion and to ſave themſelves from hat danger they ue 
liabe to for the ſame 3 they did now come wi 


him, and their now giving Teſtimony againſt him was to 


doing, and to preſerve themſel ves 

might juſtly come upon them; And | he did 
except againſt them as not indifferent men, nor competent 
Wit neſſes againſt him in this Caſe, ---= Hereabout nm 
ſpoke to him, and told him this was not to the 7 
and be muſt be ſhort, for they would not ſuffer him to male 
ſuch a flouciſh before them, nor co Preach and Prat t 


their own advantage, and to juftific themſelves in — 
he did 


: vw 


r eee ee ee 


8 " 


| | ( Ma 
Courts and he prove, That theſe men had 
2 Law ; to this purpoſe he poke, and 
oftended at what the Pr ner had (; 
at theſe three 


the; nn a of the Peace, net 

cher was th fas Fi ahem , * he did 
vis an * 0 and contrary 

I . 1 d bat read the words of the 
mation to them (which he ftill held in his 

or that pazpole ) and chat ay fe make it more 
He t xe Cour fopyrd him gain, and 
bim Liberty to read, che Ae b ing, 


was not to the 242 and the 
e nat ye ſe 1 Fd be J bom 


1 and be would deluge all the take bim away 
4 — cnn be ſuffered e e ſome 2. 


r en be but it was not c 
dane 3 Bur the Priſoner kept cloſe to his matter ſtill, telling 
the Court and jury, ry metro fie perſons to 
againſt him, in as much as chey had ſo unjuſtly and 
taken him, fc. without any warrant from any Ju- 
ice of the peace, or due proceſs of the Law of the Land, 
ke, Hereupon Alderman Brown fioad up, and (aid , He 


ral juſt ie thei d be was beard 
44 2 We L [Do hs, ani 


. ly c. And Alderman Adam ſaid, that 


rd Brown bad ſent him co Priſon, and ſenc 
cap ph to take him, it was Lawful ; for, Sir Richard Brown 


uus Juſtice of the Peace; To which che Priſoner replyed, 


though Alderman Brows was a Juſtice of che Peace, yet 
whe capecit ie of Major General of the City Regiments he 


ſent; his. Officers and S to take Friends at their 


inge and not in the place as he was a Civil Magiſtrate, 

r then he * and ſhould have ſent his Conſtables, or 
Perſons, by Warrant under his hand, and not rude 
iers in en a war like poſture; and therefore his be- 

3 2 mg 


— | ans 75 ht | 
ing apprehended by theſe petfons that bad uitnaſſe 
2 in rhe capacity of Sang 


At 6 inet da inf i 
utdiers, ſtill made ie appebr, bh 
were not competent witneſſes in this Caſe again hit, | 


they were a party, und violaters bf the Law then 
Here aging the Gourt mterrnpted him, and the Jadge fold 
him, 7 het ther evitenct ws g mph, nd that sf thiy' 
wronged bim, be bad hi liberty of the Lam againſt ibm , m 
might do mbat be would in that caſe, but their evidence LS, | 
mighrtake To which was — —— again by the iloner th; 
7, and he thereupon 


| Priſoner, 
their evi ence was take | 'byought . 
uilty,” andſſo condemned, an chat caft ift 
0 


tiſon there remaining, how ſhoilld(he'be 'capible & 
himſelf in any proſecution of the ſaĩd men, if he hud s pur 


poſe thereunto, and alſo che Lan of the Court . 


d him upon their eyidence, would jüſtifie hem in wh 
iolence they had done a him, 'andrherefore ndw on 
ly was the time for him t again the info 

ofthe'men andi their evidence, or elle never; And chęrt- 
fore he deſired the Court and Jury to conſider the muxtet 


well ere they 3 and alſoafftirmed that he had 

Law and Reaſom and Tru and ny 

him itt guilty it was not Jiiſtly done, - Hexe agu th 
fo 


ith of his fide, 72 77 
udge interupted and ſaid; He i not to bd ſuffete 
J 1977 r at the Bar, and cryed takg hom 109 wei 
bear bim; and be would detude all the People, and be ſhould nt 
oper yule the Court, et And hereupbn he was! ebkeni by force 
from tlie Bar, and then he cryed- one he ſhould's 
the Mayor of London for fair dealing in his Tryal; and wilt 
not the Court hear, will they not hear me in defence of 
Truth? whereupon the Mayor flood up, and called 90 E. 
Burrongbs, and defired bim to ſpeak moderatcly-and not offend th 
Court; To which he wade anſwer, he was never yet reput 
an immoderate perſon, and he ſpoke as moderately 6 
his Cauſe would permit, and deſired not to offend anyznpy 
the reaſon of the Court being offended, was at the manner 
of the Priſoners diſcourſe z which was with a force der 
them undauntedly.and confidently, and ſo boldly st N be 
had not been in the Capacity of a Priſoner at a Bar, und 
ſometime acting with his hands ſtretched out, and his arms 
abroad, appealing to the whole people to juſtific the oy 


ae Werber d 


e egen 
6 28 al, ſpecified in my 
or wit the Jury, laid thy 


f Thee he had ſaid late) 
w, but now be bad foun 


oe 
out 


fe; and 4 this 
to rhe 0 rticulat 
125 but nothing elle 


ſpoke again to the Court 
en ue ſpoke ape which che 19 70 
in the Breaſts of che 
Cale was ſaid bork th $ before) he was not 
well knowing in, n her kg of it, nor the penal» 
ties of ics but the Parliament had lately made a Law N 
pod ei le it Meetings, «nd ic might be 


Aer a meg 


Lav, ] 5 = * Font to u 


ale ave oF er patience; andhe 
Jur. ae had heard 
might pro- 
, which sccordingly 
aled him by force from the 


Bar, though the "ſpeaking, and deſired 
the Co LH e for he 


char the Court would bear him 
had not done, and he ſhould. Law and Reaſon #- 
gainſt the Indiment, and he fe hoſed it was his right by 


the Law, co ſpeak he laſt words to the Jury ( in che mean 


time of this Diſcourſe , thi Keepers were haling or 
rom 


was 1 — x ig 


han) and i was var mater Cad be) nc not to 
de permitted co ſpeak for himſelſ iu his Cauſe , now when 
— — and his Life too it might be, 
a — — red; iey had 
ut ther it ws 

Zane e 


heard, an 
therefore of right 2 
the Jury, who were „ret of Fa, 
and not the Court, At chick che Court x of 
Oe ws . d 75 ite 
one — — — lis Caufe. 
Then next of all were ſes to tlie Bar ſome perſons more 
of them P «called; 1 and their I t was 
weed to ahe Jury, end a Ferſbn wes called to Evidence s- 
them, who cefliied upon Oarh it rhe perſoni tllere 
* the Bar, wereat ſuch a day and in fut a place 
— — rexel he was one of the Party ſexe * appre- 
hend them, which accordingly was done, e were 
— yer and this was che ſum of the Evidence 


— — were ated dne by 27 
th to it 
tha they da mered; He hadlintle06 IRE 
—— 5 tha Bar and part ſaw that 
— — hear Ae — 8 ma he hog were 


to do hat ittoever could 
es the Court «< . 
them, chongh by the eſfect it ns proved true, That t 
ended to keep them in Priſon, whatſoever their C 
appears be ja the Trial: Another of them — 
As for mecung together to 'W God, it was his 
— das ver their Meetings were age, 
not ublawihi nor tumaltuous; and to t 
moſt of them anſwered, onely one-Perſorrold {he Court] 
be confeſſed he mas a dbeir peaceable "Meeting, and it was bis 
judgement and Cmſcience: te wheat bt anmag bis Friends ſepa- 
ate ew that Publick wap lira —— ot ary 
voce the Cour cook grees notice, and ws much offended 
and A Brews grged tothe Goalers, Toke him aws way 
and lay him up, for he ſhell be tryed for his life for th 
wordt; they are ſeditious words, and be ſhall be tryed - 
is 


t n 1 


b lie for at _ WL, etyed, Take — 


which atcgrd andont;):and ht font incd:che Gout a. 
55 N 

Wia daheyiO 0: | 
ned by one Wanellay endt Panfu 60g e 
ly exalelves war maler more erat Rel. 
5 1272 sonnig chemſeluen : 


baun bürk Defence ora 


ed flag hae mſel ves 
grad were callech abomi cwetve Pe cs 


1 15 he 'cople 3 ed er and let to the Bar, and 
fee af — to the Juryʒ e feto 

ed tagive Ly. — & (rom, ſbid Lem 
CW Orb 1 thief 

$37 2Mecting at e fuchs 

we bling 1 ( 228 75 * "op our Captain to chat rows. A 


— — of, excers. went to that Houſe, and we found 
e aud one Preaching among the m, and 
them anfl them away, sad theſe are 


8 that I can aid the witneſfe 

e 1 particular by poin- 
ting at = man i particular, and: — heſawbim 
5 $: Ay ich ebe ſſe ſaid; - Le nd che pr ins 
Apes, r 1% ' might not! 
a accy,/ and thete mene Names hd thought he 


bad K and: — u 5 DR „ Wo wid, The syth 
ay of May theſe perſons —— taken — of # Meeting, and 
be himſelf was one that cook them, O. Upon which chef 
— Priſoners, an ant ien man, Robert Cyan e Di 
che Wieneſſe, and led itn in words; "= 
24 he. there 41; that Meeting? und the Miieneſſe 
Muck in his Cowfcience,/ faid Ney, did not (te 
ou though before he had ſaid apo Oath he ſaw 4 


all chere: Aſſo one Miſiam Nami asked him alſd if he ow. 


bim chere chat def and che aid Nay; tre did not 
ſes him chene 3: yer preſently afterwards faid be did fee bim 
there ; which" er perceiving the 
Witnefſe ſo tocontradict himſelf, in ſaying and unſaꝝ ing, 


and Remmering as he did very confuſedly ; and the iſe | 
| fled . 


on * * 
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kiſſed at him, and ſome hi 9.4 ſhame that ſuch @ mens 
Evidence ſhould be taken againſt — men. And another of 

the Priſoners moved the Court to take notice of the falſe- 

neſſe of the Evidence in this particular, whereas he had 
faid it was the 27th day of May that the Meeting was at 
which they were taken, and the Indictment lignified the 
23th dey of the Month, and here was a contradiction be- 
eween the Indictment and the Evidence, and defired the 
and Jury that they would take notice of it; To 
whith the Judge replied, king to the Jury, There was 
ſemingly ſome colour of Exception againſt the Witneſſe 
to male void his Evidence from that mans Exception, yet 
there was liet le in it for them to take notice of, for if it was 
the five and tweutieth day of the Monch as ſpecified in the 
t then it muſt needs be the ſeven and twentierh 

day, for the Law (ſuid he) ſuppoſes the Fac᷑ to be done 
the 25 day, and every day ſince, and ſo the 27th day; and 
thus che Judge of the Court dy the Deputy Recorder 

in divers other words to this effect, ſeemed to jultific the E- 

vidence that was ſo falfe and contradiftory and anſound, as 

was manifeſtly apparent to the whole * that were 
then preſent, ho did many of them well obſerve how Ju- 
flice and true Judgment were turned backward, and Truth 
and Equity could not enter, but whatſoever poor mens 

Caſe appeared to be in Trial, and how innocent foever they 

were ound, yet it appeared the Court was reſotved to go 

on againſt che Priſoners, and to ſend all back to Priſon a» 


gun. 

Another of the Priſoners being asked by the Court what 
he had to fay'? He anſwered, that the Wirnefle had ſworn 
falfly; 1. in chat he had ſaid he ſaw all the Perſons named 
Indifment at that Meexi 2. Aſcer he had ſo ſaid 
upon his Qath, yet he confeſſed that two of them heſaw 
nor there. 3. In that he had ſaid there was one Preaching 
among them wheu ay were takenin the Meeting, this was 
*#Lye. The Mayor ſpoke to the Priſoner, and bad him 
|  Confeſſc he was at the Meeting, and be ſhould be dealt fa- 

yourably withal.: To which the Priſoner replyed, l am not 

922 of being at fuch a Meeting as is mentioned in the In- 
| ent, but meeting rogerher in the fear of God for his 

| C Worſhip, 


a (13) 
Worſhip, 1 own and am c 

loſſe of my natural life; but the Witneſſe ( ſaid the pri- 
ſoner ) hath (worn falſly, and he that will (wear will lye, 
according to the proverb; and he bad the Jury do in the 
caſe with him, as they would be done unto. | 

Another of the Priſoners looked upon the perſon who 
Wirnefſed againft chem, and he asked him, Art thou ſure 
thou ſaw me at the day and place at that Meeting The wits 
neſſe anſwered, Yes, I am (ure I ſaw you there; and ſaid 
the Priſoner again to him, And didſt not thou then ſee alſo 
how Richard Brown did beat me, and kick me, and ſtrike me 
under the Chin when I was before him at his Houſe the 
ſame.time I was ſent to priſon, which was a ſhame to any 
Magiſtrate to do ſo with any if never ſo great a malefaftor; 
Well, but (aid the Priſoner further, I confeſſe ( ſaid he) I 
was at that Meeting, as my duty to God it was ſo to be; and 
perſwaded the time will come, and that I ſhall live to ſee it with 
theſe ſame bodily eyes, that we ſhall meet together at mt es 
when you will not be there to diſturbe w. At which words che 
Courc ſeetned not to take much notice, onely the Judge 
told the Priſoners, end partly directing his ſpeech alſoto 
the Jury, That chere was nothing to be ſaid by the Priſo- 
ners, that the Court or Jury could regard, as matter. of 
weight on the Priſoners behalf, ſaving the two things be- 
fore · mentioned, (to wit) Firſt, Whether they could 
prove by good evidence, that they were at any other place 
that day and time mentioned in the Indictment, ib. this 
could be done, they ſhould be heard. Or, Secondly, if 
they were ſo met together, then to ſhew ſome lawful war- 
rant for ſo doing, by che Authority of the Land; to either 
of theſe rwo things 7, ſhould be heard, elſe not tofay 
any more, for they would not hear them ; to which ſome of 
the Priſoners began to ſay ſomewhat, but were not permit- 
ted by the Court, and then the Goalers took them away 
and ſet that Company by. 

Then was called to the Bar about $ or 10 Perſons more 
of them called Anabaptiſts, and their Indi&ments were read 
to the Jury, anda Perſon called and Sworn to give Evi- 
dcnce againſt them; who gave his witneſſe on this wile, 
That whereas he was Commanded by his Captain _ 
wit 


ontent to ſuffer ſor, if it bethe 
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wich u party of men to Beech- lane, where they were inform- 
ed theſe People were met together; accordingly he and his 
marched to that place, where he found theſe Perſotis 
nom at the Bar in a Meeting, and ſuch a one of them 
ing, and he and his Soyldiers did take theſe men 
our of. the Meeting, and brought chem away to the 
Guard; and this was the ſumme of his Evidence: 
The the Priſoners were asked by the Court, what they 
had to fay for themſelves, To which ſome anſwered, the 
Inditment was falſe every. line of it, and as many lies in it 
lines, which the Court feemed offended at; Another of 
them ſaid , t hat for his part he faw it was to no purpole to 
ſay any thing, for they would not hear Reaſon, and there- 
fore he ſhould be filent ; Another ſaid, That whereas it was 
ſuid in the lndictment, they were met together by force and 
Arms; This was falſe, for they were neither in force nor 
arms! to which the Judge replyed on this wiſe, That was 
matter of form in Law, in that it was ſaid, by force 
ad dts, and the Law ſuppoſed , thet whatſoever act or 
thing was done contrary tothe Law of the Land, it muſt ' 
be concluded by the Judges of the Law, that that Act and 
ching was done by force and Arms, becauſe contrary to the 
Lawz Thus the Deputy Recorder Hemel, the preſent Judge 
oftheCourr, ſpoke to ſatisſie the Jury, as if chat notwith- 
ſtundin word in the Indictment was not abſolute 
tue in the plaineſt ſence, yet one way or other by ſuch 
giols and interpretation it might ſtand true 3 but how this 
could ſatis fie the Jury - mens Conſciences, I know not, for I 
perfectly obſerved; that the charge to che jury was in theſe 
wot” to. makę true enquiery whether the Priſoners were guilty in 
forma matter of the Indi ment; but in the proceedings, the 
rm is made nothing; for Richard Brown divers ti mes ſaid, 
lfchey were at a Meeting, if this was proved it was enough; 
aud it appeared to be the Judgement of the Court alſo, that 
if the Priſoners were proved to be at a Meeting, and a Meet- 
ing under pretence of the Worſhip of God , whether ſuch 
Meeting was peaceable or with force of Arms, it was not 
material ; if they were Meetings either under pretence or 
—— the Verſſip of God; Tavern Meetings, and Play - 
Houle Meetings, and Whore-Houſe Mectings were not In- 
I: C 2 ditable, 


. (20) 
ditable, dt leaft no ment ion was made againſt the evil of 
ſuck Meetings at that time, but onely where they met nndey 
precence of the Worſhip of God; if fo, and that this way 
teerhingly proved, it was enough for the jury to find pulley, 
and the Court to Sentence; Well, but to return again 

preſent matter, The Judge tpoe to the Wicneſs, and asked 
him if he was ſure that rheſe were the perſons that were ta · 
ken at the Meeting, and he might point to them particular 
iy, and ſay, He ſaw ibis man, ænd that men there ʒ To whichthe 
Wu neſs repliyed to the Mayor and Ooutt, My Lord ( faid 
he ) I do not remember the faces dull of them, nor do 
know them by Faces, but I have a liſt of theſe mens n 


( and looked upon ic ) ſaid, theſe mens names I have which- 


were taken at that Meeting, c. The Court made a lictle 
ſtop, thinking this was not a very perfect evidence, and ma- 
ny people were feen to wag their beads in contempt of ſuch 
doings, and that ſuch evidence ſhould-pafle ; for it may be 
truly conſidered, that though he had ſuch Names in a lil, 


yet there are many and divers men in this great Cuy of 


one and iche ſame name, and what evidence could that be 
egairtlt perſons whoſe faces he did not know nor remember, 
as himſelf (aid, ler honeſt men judge in che Fear of the 
Lord; Well, but the Prifoners excepted againſt che Wicneſs, 
and becauſe but one Witneſs; mencioni 
of them, that under the month of two or” „ 
tbing ſhould be eftabliſhed, much objecting againſt che in 
ciency of one Witneſs, but that had no entertainment with 
them, onely the Deputy Recorder; ſpoke to them, us be 
had done to others before them, Tbat they had nothing © 
ſay,ſaving to the two things before mentioned; Fi 
they could prove they were at any other place thet day, and an at 
that Meeting ſor which they Iadided; Or I 
they were at that Meeting, then what Warrant by the Authority d 
the Land they could ſhem for their ſo — — If thy 
could ſay any thing on this behalf, they ſhould be beard. 

To which one of the Priſoners replyed to this — — 
that the King had promiſed l iberty to tender Contri 
and to him in particular he did promiſe at ſuch a time that 
they ſhould have their quietly, if they would live 
peaceably 3 The Court took little notice of what he Faw 


that Texr, ſome 


ſaid, not preſent here, but mentioned one of the Howards, 
that was then preſent with the King when ſuch promiſe was 
wade; and allo the Priſoner ſaid, Tis a general Maxim 
concerning the Law, Tbat no man whatſoever can diſpence with 
Law of. God, uor no Authority ought to command any thing, 
contrary ta the Law of God, and I am ſure (ſaid he) our Meet» 
ings are according to the Law of God, and deſired to ask 
the Court a queſtion, and they gave him liberty. I defire 
to kom (aid he) wheeher the Laws of Exgland, be contra- 
y or according to the Laws of God. The Judge anſwered, 
That the Laws of England were according to the Laws ot 
God, God forbid elſe (ſaid he.) To which the Priſoner 
replyed, Well then (ſaid he) If the Laws of this Land be 
«cording to che Laws of God, as ye ſay they are, then we 
have ſuficient Warrant for our Meetings, from the Laws of 
the Land, becauſe our Meetings are according to the Laws 
of God, and juſtified thereby ; and being warranted by the 
Law of God, we ert Warranted by the Law of the Land 
allo, if they are agreeable, and not contrary one to the o- 
ther, as ye ſay 3 And faid he, ye may read in the Scripture, 
that the Apoſtles met together in an upper Chamber, both men 
and women; and at another time were met together, 10the number 
120. per ons. Hereabout the Court ſtopped his 
Pico e, and would not ſuffer him ſurther, and told him, 
That was in che infancy of the Goſpel, and the Rulers 
were then Heachen, and perſecuted the Chriſtians, &c. 
Not much more the Priſoners were (ſuffered to fay that is 
now remembred, but all taken away from the Bar, and the 
Judge ſpoke to the Jury on this wiſe, That they had heard 
the Matter, both what the evidence could (ay, and alto 
what the Priſoners had faid, and now they might proceed; 
andthe Jury aroſe up off their Seats, and went out to ſeek 


their Verdict, and as they were a going, E. Burroughs (poke 


to them, and told them, he hoped they would be more juſt, 
then to paſſe upon him, and not hevr him firft co the ut moſt 


of what he had to ſay, as they knew he was not permitted to 


ſpeak for him (elf, what he would have done in defeuce of 


his Cauſe. | 


v., 


Well, the Jury ſtaid out about half an hour, nd returned 
to 


1 


BET 
onely asked if he had any Witneſs of it, the Priſoner then 
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to their Seats at the Bar; and the Clerk asked them if they 

were all agreed? they ſaid, Tes; He asked them who ſhould 
ſpeak for them ? they (aid, their Fore- man; Then the 
P:iſoners were called by name, El-Bdrroughsthe firſt, and 
let to the Bar, and the Clerk bad the Fury look upon the 
Priſoner, and give their Verdict, whether he was guilty or 
not guilty of the Fact whereof he ſtood Indicted. The 
Fore- man anſwergd, Guilty. Thus they did by all the ref, 
and every. man as ret urned Guilty by the Jury, ſave Rob, 
Craven and . Newil, about whom the Witneſſe made ſuch 
a ſtammering cont radiction, as before ye have heard; and 
one of the Priſoners at the Bar, when the Jury pronoun» 
ced him guilty, he made anſwer in theſe words, I nould nut 
(ſaid he) for a hundred — but be found guilty of Mecting to- 
gether to Worſhip God. When the Jury had pronounced the 
Priſoners guilty (in the very time of doing it, came Sir Or- 
lando Bridgeman on to the Bench, and ſat down) E F. (poke 
to the Court, Saying, He deſired to know the Names and 
places of the jury: men, and of the three perſons who had 
given evidence againſt him; and he deſired them three 
might be there the aſternoon, and he ſhould prove them 
falle Swearers, as he could have done in divers particulars. 
And alſo ſpoke aloud to the Court, That he ſhould appeal 
to Judge Orlando Bridgman for better-Juftice , and ſhould 
move him and the Court the aſternoon in arreſt of judge · 
ment, for he would have the matter heard over again. 
And he ſpoke to divers of the Jury- men, telling themy 
They had done injuſtly, and while he had a Tongue to (peak 
and a Hand to write, he ſhould not ſpare to ſhew their un- 
equal proceedings, who had condemned him, and not heard 
him to the ut moſt. It was obſerved by a Perſon in the 
Court, after all the Priſoners were gone, that ſome of the 
Jury ſpoke to the Court as they were paſſing away, that E. 
Burroughs had threatned them; bat ſhould they do ? An- 
(wer was made to them, Do not heed what he faith, for 


we will ſtand by you, and more words to the ſame «theft, 


which the Informer could not well hear nor remember; and 
what may be judged of this by wiſe men, but that there was 


an agreement between the Court and Jury againſt the Pri- 
ſoner. | 


The. 


(23) | 
The Court immed ately Cane till after dinner, and 
all the Priſoners were led and driven back to New-gete a» 
ain 
The Afternoon of that day none of the ſame Priſoners 
wete had down tothe Seffions, but ſome others were of the 
ſame People, in order to Trial; and ſome were tryed, and 
others were called over, but no man appeared as to Accuſe 
them, nor Witneſſe againſt them; ſo the particulars that 
edin the Court that afrernoon, we have not yet hada 
Relation of, and ſo in this place muft paſſe it, and paſſe on 
to the proceedings of the Court the next day, which was as 
follows. , 
ſn the Morning early, all the ſaid Priſoners that had 
been Tried the day before were had downto the Court, and 
alſo Four Women that had been taken at the Bull and Mouth 
' about a Week before, who were the firſt Called, and their 
indictments read for being at an unlawful and cumultuous 
Meeting, &c. as they ſay and it was demanded of them, 
Guilty or not Guilty ? co which the Priſoners pleaded af- 
ter ſome few words betwixt them and the Court, Not 
Guilty ; then they were ſet by. Next was Called E. Bur- 
roughs and ſet tothe Bar, and ſo after him every man by 
Name was called and ſet to the Bar that had been tried the 
day before; andthe Clerk of the Court read a Paper, which 
1 every man Fined ſo much, ſome more and ſome 
eſſe as the pleaſure of the Coutt was; when they had read 
ill over each mn fined ſo much, and to lye in Priſon till 
payment, ; 
E. Burroughs ſpoke to the Court, and told them, He had 
not heard his Sentences che Clerk told him over again, he 
was fined one bundred Marks, and muſt lye in Priſon till payment. 
Towhich he Replied again, he looked upon this way of 
pang Sentance; not to be juſt, nor yet according to their 
own Cuſtome; for he expected they would have asked him 
(according to their uſus] manner in that caſe) what he 
nad to ſay for himſelf, why Judgment ſhould not paſſe, ſor 
he had muctfeo ſay on that bind, and bad the Court re- 
member that yeſterday he moved them and Orlando bridge 
han, one of the chief Judges of the Land, in arreſt of 
dgment, and did now again move the fame, and that 
Judg- 


or if they would not give him time till then, then but xj 
the afternoon, he defied to arreſt Judgment, and in that 
time he would produce divers Scatutes Contrary 10 the 
F orm of which theſe propencingy: towards him were ; He 
ſaid he was no Lawyer, and therefore could not now nomi- 
nate to them the particular Chapters. of the Statutes which he 
delirgd to inſiſt upon, and therefore deſired time till che 
next Seſſions, or but till the afternoon, Alderman Brown 
made anſwer and told him he ſhould have time; but the 
Recorders Rug Judge of the Court) told the Priſo- 
ner he could not have longer time, they could not admitit: 
To which E. B. replied, If they would not give him time 
in arreſt of Judgment, then they denied him both Law and 
Equity; for themſelves knew it was very uſuel in m 
Caſes for Perſons after Verdict given in, to have — 
lowed them in arreſt of Judgment, and particularly hims 
ſelf had once at a certain place a falfe Verdi& brought in 
againk him, and he did move the Court at that time ig ar- 
reſt of ſudgment, and it was gllowed him by Serge int 


Hatten, who was then Judge of that Caurt, and he hoped he 


8 have the ſame now. | | 
To which the Judge Replied, He knew Sergeant Hana 
well, but his 1 wes nœexample to chem, for do yon 
think ( ſaid the Judge to the Pri that we can give 
ou time for you totake the Indictment and Conſult with 
wyers, aid ſeek this occafion and the other again it, this 
we will not do (faid he) but if ye have any matter or point 
of Law now to move we will hear you, but we (ball give 
pou no longer time: To which E. B. agaid Replicd, Then 
e ſhould {ay it was 8 ſurprizal of Judgment, and very 
hard to be ſo dealt withal, not co have time till che aftery 
noon, that he might give in his Exceptions againk che falls 
Verdict brought in againſt him; and what if he hads 
mind to Conſult with any Lawyers in the Caſe that knew 
the particular points of Law better then himſelf; why 
ſhould he not do this, his Fact was not ſo Criminal, nor 


of ſo large extent, but that. the Law would allow him 
Counſel if he had a mind to uſe it, for if he were Attaint- 


ed of Treaſon ( which his preſent Caſe was not * 
co , 
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too] yet in ſome caſes of Treaſon, he thought the Law 
wok} allom Counſel, and therefore he knew not why ſuch 
—— ſhould be made againft hit, as if he could not be 


ted Counſel in his Caſe, if he had mind to uſe it; 
Hereapouts the judge interpoſed, and told him, He ſhonld 
in be ſuffered to over-rule the Court, and ( ſaid he) Ie think to 
- rule tbe Court td day again; And do not ye ſee how he 
fouriſhesy I tel! you (ſaid he) ye muſt not have time lon- 
—— 2 hade any: — 6 to except npon,we will 
hear you, or Poe —— t poineys wouldinfift upon if time 
— To which E. B Rephyed, Ic was but yeſter- 
ods Tryed; tice whict rime, he bad fcarce 
— throughly to conſider atid ſtate the Matter, for 
— — Friends, thruſt up into fuck 
al, and ſo chronged together, chat he Veſts ved they 
would hardly ſuffer theit 7 Nic ad they were forced ro 
 bodge; und therefore he de ds lietle more and better 
line, to look over che Statute 1d Charte and other 
batures, Which he ſhould r Cifez and for one 
thing feſt of all, he 57 pon the Matter and man- 
ner o his beteg Itege!ly: Hpprebended, ity forte, and not by 
** eſs at Lam brought to bis Tryal, which by the Laws of 
ought not to be; and this is clear from Magnz 
da, ſaid he, Which 'f ith, . No man ſhell Impriſoued nor 
ir of 191 Fee la, But By hi Law La and if any 
v apprebended aud bron hut d not by due proceſs at Law 
al! be Volden for Mot ing 3. Vw u a4 Auſwer, he 


+ Wt miltaken , in was not ſaid in i Charts; though 
he tft part of the wor ite, but 825 part of them 
vr ub pe hr. why 27 00 et che Judge 

„ The Sul ot I chey would 
otgive ties, and he 500 lan l to prate there, 


ne ſaid the Judge by re ue erempeo and 
fubborn:”« e Court ta 182 jp you, = 1 good 
to add upon you this S ce. further; Te ave alſo (if ye do 

your hundred Marks? to Hd ſufficient. ſureties for the good 
"Before" ye Are Alban 2, and rake him away Goa» 


Ss Z. B. ſpoke: alond to a. Court, and appealed to 
* of London by _ and to Alderman Adams, 
| and 


* 2 
and Alderman'Brown by names, is this ſair dealing ſaid he, to 


do me right, and to et me have time, before Judgement 
be paſſed, t hat I may ſhew you my Reaſons grounded up» 
on the Laws of the land againſt che verdict given in againſt me; 
and (aid he, Alderman Brown thou beſt promiſed me I ſhall 
have longer time, fulfill chy promiſe to me, what wilt thou 
go back from thy word on the Bench? Lee all take notiet, 
Iam denyed Lam and Cuſtume at the bar, if ye deny me this 
motion of Arteſt of ſudgement. Then: Alderman Brows 
ſpoke to him in theſe words, [This # all ye ſball bave, and print 
it ( {aid he) if ye will through the Land; To which E. B. again 
replyed, that he was no very great Printer, yet be N 
it his duty to publiſh . many as he | 
that all che World niay know the Proceedings; in the mean 
time the Court cryed take him away, away with them all Goas 
ler, and then they began to hale them all away into Priſon 
again; and as they paſſed away, ſome of the Priſoners told 
the Court that th Ur Tagen: ee in his day, and 
render unto them. according to their doings, and the band of tha 
Lord was lifted up, and would deliver bis people from all their cue- 


mies, &c. 
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Here follows divers exceptions for Arreſt of Judgement 
uhich would have been 9 t in againſt theproce f 
in E. Burroughs Caſe, if they had allowed him time for i 
draw them up, and to preſent them, as ſufficient -reaſons 
10 E hr not to have — Fre | 
bim; but ſeeing arreſt of judgemint was denyed him, and i 
time permitted him ee his Reaſons, there 
they ate ſuituble on this occalion here to be aſſerted, that 
all men may ſee he had Lam, Juſtice aud Trith of his fide, 
though contrary to the ſame he was condemned. 


Fx EP. "ls 
Concerning the manner of Bis Impriſoument , and of the 
*"Proceedings. ut 


157. 
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I 172 as he was Apprebended and Tmpriſontd 74 42 


of armed men, and ſo without due ptoceſſe 


deny me Law and Equity at the ber ? aud I appeal to you to 
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Law of the Land forced to a Tryal, even contrary there- 
ynitoz as may appear by the 29. Chap. of Magne Charta, no 
| ſhall be taken or impriſoned, or diſcized of his free-· bold or 
berties,or free cuſt mes, ar any other wayes dejtroyedbut by the Law 
the l and. I hele words thelamygf the land are explained by 
the ſtatute of 37. E. 3. Chap. 8. where the words by the 
Law of theLand are rendred without due proceſſ of Law; Allo fee 
the Scarutes of 28. E. 3. Chee, 3. 42. E,3.Cbap, 2. No man 
tobe 1akgn_or Impriſoned, or be put t6.aſwer,' or brought upon 
tryell without preſentment be ore Fuſtice, or matter of Record, or 7 
due proceſſe or Writ original. according to the old Law of the Land ; 
2 any thing benceforth be done to the contrary, it ſhall be void 
in Lam end holden for errour. By all which it plainly appears, 
that the manner of his perſon being ſeized and Imprifoned 
was.concrary to Magna Charta and the antient g Law of 
eland And his being indicted and arreigned; and put 
to anſuet and cauſed coplead, were all contrary to the Law 
of the Land, and on a wrong foundation as well appears; 
lud ſeeing it is ſo, then good ground and reaſon had he, 
nd fully backed with divers Statutes, to move the Court 
in Arreſf of Judgement; and that Judgement ſhould not 
ae been paſſ7d at all upon him, for it was impoſſible the 
udgement could be juſt aud true, and according to lam, when 
the proceedings in order co Judgement from firſt co laſt, 
were directly contrary to the Law; and the words of the 
Law. themſelves ſhall judge the Cafe, ſeeing what bach 
been done from firſt to leſt in his Caſe, is contrary to both 
meaning and intent ind letter of Law, as by the form of di- 
vers Statutes is vilibly apparent. The Judgement given upon 
him, is void in Lam, and bolden for errour by the Law, and this is 

true Judgement. 

Alto in a Book called the Mirror of Juſtice, fol. 138. ic is 
rendred a ſufficient exception not to be brought to Judge- 
ment by a right courſe, in theſe words, the Defendant may 
lay in exception of Bill or Indict nent againſt him, That be 
' # nit beund to anſwer hereun to, N as be is not brow bt to 

hs ement by a right courſe, which is che very caſe now in 

nd, this Priſoner was not brought to Tryal by a right 


Z courſe in due Proceſſe of Law, but contrary thereunto, and 
thi was matter of exception in Law againſt che paſſing of 
* D 


r. 
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2 Judgement. 
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| ene. To this adde the very words of the Kings 
ate Proclamation of the 19. of che eleventh Month, 1660. 
The King Commandeth That no Officers nor Souldiers do pre- 
ſume to apprebend or ſecure any perſon or per ſons, nor to ſearch any: 
houſes without a lawful warrant under #he band and ſeal of one ut 
more of the Lords of the Privy Counſel, or Fuſtices of the Peter "ind 
their reßßectiue Liberties; and we will that the ſaid warrants be 
direfted ta ſome Conſtable or other known legal Officer, and we dy 
declare that all thoſe who fall bereafter be ſo hardy as to offend as 


g4inft this Our Proclamation, ſhall not onely not receive conntes- 


nance from ws therein, "but be leſt 10 br procredeu againſt ar. 
cording ta Our Lows, and incur Our bigb difpleaſure, as perſons 
doing their utmoſt to bring ſrundal and contempt upon our Govers 
ment, Oc. By all which it is apparent, the menner of E. B. 
his apprehending and impriſoning was contrary to both 


ancient Law of the Land and late Proclamation of the Kings 


and inaſmuch as the Foundation (to wit his impriſonmer 
of his Tryal, and (oof the Judgement, was fo falſe and il- 
legal, and directly contrary to the mind of the King and 
the form of Law, how was it poſſible che Judgement | 
be juſt, that was laid on ſuch # foundation of proce | 
(o illegal; and this was E. B. his caſe, the manner of hi 

aking and impriſonment (in order to 0 and Judge- 
ment) was illegal, and the eden paſſed upon him in 
ſuch order and proceedings muft therefore needs be Hlegal 
alſo; and he ought to have had an arreſt of Judgement not 
onely for a time but for ever; En. 


E XC p. II. 


- 
: 


Concerning the incompetency. of the Witneſſes. 


= Naſmuch as the witneſſes againſt him, (whoſe evidence 


was the immediate cauſe of the Virdi&, and fo of the 
Judgement, ) were the very perſons that bad thus vile 
the Law of the Land, and had themſelves apprehended him, 
ſeized upon him and impriſoned him contrary to the Law, 
(as in the firſt Exception is ſhewed) and becauſe thereof 
were lyavleto an action at Law which might be brought a- 


gainft chem for ſuch their ſeizing upon him, and violence 
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done to him. Therefore it muſt needs appear to be injuſt 2 
unceaſonable- and contrary to the equity of the Common 
Law (which is {aid to be by the Ancients, the Law written 
inthe heart) That the very Perſons, who had ſo violated 
the Law, even Magna Charts it (elf, in ſuch ſeizing upon 
him, ſhould be the witneſſes too againſt him, and their e- 
vidence taken as the onely evidence in his tryal, upon 
which virdi&, and fo Judgement was procured upon himz 
for inaſmuch as what evidence was given againſt him by 
the ſaid perſons, was to their own advantage, and to ju- 
lie themſelves in their illegal dealing, and what they 
* to che priſoners diſadvantage was to their own pro- 
„ which proves ſufficiencly that they were not Com- 
petent witneſſes againſt the priſoner, nor in Fuſtice and Equi- 
could their witneſſe be received againſt him, being the 
arty chemſelves againſt him, and fully concerned in the 
cafe, either to get the Priſoner condemned by their Teſti- 
mony againſt him, that chemſelves might be juſtified in the 
they had done him, or elſe to be left liable to the ju- 
of the Law, for their violating of it; and it muſt needs 
be againſt che very reafon of the Common Law of the Land, 
(upon which chis T ryal was) That parties in_ unlawful a&s 
of violence againſt a Perſon, ſhould be permitted to be wit- 
neſſes in the Proſecution and Tryal againſt the ſame Per- 
ſon z this was che very caſe of E. Burroughs; wherefore his 
ground was good to move in arreſt of Judgement, and 
backed with the reaſon and equity of the Common Law; for 
it is alſo ſaid in the Book called the Mirror of Fuſtice (a piece 
approved by the Lawyers of England) fo. 251. It x an abuſe 
(orunlawful)to ſuffer a man that is companion to be à witneſſe. 
This truly conſidered the witneſſes againft him were in- 
competent and inſufficient, alſo be ſides the malice and en- 
miry-of the men againſt the perſon of the priſoner, which 
out of envy (or mixed therewith at leaſt) cis poſſible they 
might give ſuch their evidence, and the Law allows not 
ſuch mens evidence in judgement; and that theſe perſons 
were ſuch men, as ſought rhe illfare of the priſoner, no- 
thing leſſe dot h appear in their t ranſactons from fi rſt to 
laſt of this bulinefſe 3 and the ſudgement given upon ſuch 
wens Teſtimony, the caſe throughiy conſidered, could not 
8 be 
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be Juſt Judgement; therefore of right he ought to have hid 


arreſt of Judgement. g 


EXCEP, III. 
Concerning the proceedings of Court in time of Tryal. 


3] Naſmuch as the proceedings in Court againſt him, were 
ditorderly and not duly in the moderate method of 
Law proſecution, in this particular of his being debarred 
and not permitted to ſpeak to the utmoſt what he had to 


ſay in his own defence of his Cauſe, which right was mani» 


feſtly denied him, by the command of the Court, and a 
ction of the Goalers, who did violently hale him from the 


Bar, and would not hear him, nor ſuffer him to ſpeak his 


mind to the utmoſt, nor to read the Kings Proclamation of 
the 17. of the 11th, Month, 1660. which was pertinent to 
defend his cauſe in divers particulars, and he ought to have 
been heard to the utmoſt, before che paſſing of Judgement, 
according to 28 Edw.z cbap. 3. in theſe words, No man is to be 
impriſoned, diſherited or put to death, without being beard what 
he can ſay for himſelf, which was not granted to the Priſoner, 
for he was hated away before he had ſpoken to the particu- 
lar parts of the Indi&ment, which he profered to do, and 
that he would alleage both Law and Neaſon againſt ir, but 
was not ſuffered ; wherefore he had Cauſe enough gromded 
uten Law and Reaſon, both upon Common and Statute Law, to 
move in arreſt of Judgement; for in common Equity obvious 
to every mans view, no man can in Juſtice be ſenteneed 
without a full hearing, which was this Priſoners caſe; nor 
can the Judgment be juſt upon any perſon, who is not 
heard to the utmoſt in his own Defence, and therefore 
an arreſt of judgment ſhould have been allowed him. 


EXCEP. IIII. 


Concerning the Law it ſelf againſt which it was ſaid, the offence 
was committed, and by which be was tryed and ſentenced. 

4 3 as the offence was only for being at a Meet- 

ing, anda Meeting onely in the worſhip of God, and no- 

thing ſaid or a&ed at that Meeting, but what was good and 

ju; and all this, both meeting together and ſuch pratiiſe inthe 
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* Meeting according to the Law of 2" and the Holy Seriptures 
and example of Saints in former ages; therefore Judgement 
ought not to have paſſed againſt him, but might lawtully be 
Arreſted 5 and that more eſpecially becauſe tis a general 
afſenc by all Chriftian men, and uſed as a maxime among 
Lawyers that no Law of God can be diſtenſed witball; and ir 
is ſaid in the Common Lew, as appears by Doctor and Studient, 
Cha. a. Speaking of the Law written in the heart of every 
man, Teac bing bim what is to be done and what is tobe fled, and 
becauſe it is written in the heart, therefore it may not be put away, 
uur is it changable by diverſity of place or time, and therefore againſt 
this Lew, Preſcription Statute nor Cuftcme may prevail, and if any 
be brought in againſt it, they be not preſcriptions ſtatutes nor cu- 
flames, but things void and ay ainſt Juſtice, and ali Lawes of men 
tobe grounded thereupon; and Cha. 4. every mans Law muſt 
be conſonant to the Law of God, and therefore the Laws of Princes, 
the Commandements of Prelates, the Statutes of Commonalities, are 
wt righteous nor obligatory, but as they are conſonant to the Law of 
Gd; Alſo by Statute Law the ſame is apparent, 28. Heu 8-7. 
Where it js expreſly ſaid, that u man of what Eſtate, Dygree or 
tion ſoever he be, bath power to diſpence with Gods Laws, as 
al the Clergie of this Realm, and the moſt pert of the Univerſuies 
of Chriſtendome, and we alſo do affirm and think, Theſe things 
truly con ſidered, it may appear Judgement ought not to 
bave paſſed againſt the Priſoner, in as much as the pretend - 
ed Law it lelf, according to which this Tryal and Judge- 
ment was. given , is contrary to the Law of God, 
and Condemning ſuch Principle and PraQti'e which are 
Jultified by che Law of, God, Holy Scriptures and Example of 
Swnts in former Ages, as may at large be proved by the 
Seriptures of Truth, in the Acts of che Apoſtles and elſe- 
where, and che keeping the Law of God, and the practiſes 
of Chriſtianity according theteunto by any perſon, cannot 
julily be 2 by any Law of man; and this was 
every caſe of E. B. he was, Apprebended, Tryed and en- 
tenced for meet ina together with Gods People onely co wait 
upon and to Worſhip him, which is according to boththe 
Law of God in the Letter, and to that written in the Heart, 
u luch practe: So according to the Law of 
Tod, 1 reſcription , Statute, nor Cuſtome, ought not to 
2 6+ have 
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ments of Prelates in ſuch a cafe, are void and againſt Fuſtice; 
for no man whatſoever can difpence with the Laws of G01, as hath 
been ſhewedz wherefore the Priſoner was excuſable and 
juſtifiable from all Laws of men whatſoever, and ought'not 
to have been Condemned into any Penalty or Imprifon 
ment by that Law, which is contrary to the Law of God 
not for his Worſhips ſake, nor for Meeting together to wal 
upon him in his fear. ., aA 
Thus it is plain, he had juſt Ground of Exceptions + 
gainſt Judgment and evident Reaſons from both Common 
Law, and Statute Law, why Judgment ſhould not be 
againſt him in this Cale z i. From the manner of bis being ta- 
ben and impriſoned and proſecuted to Triad without due | 
Law, which i, beld for error, and again Juſtioe by the Law, 
2. From the incompetency of the Witneſſes who were parties concern 
ed inthe Caſe , and what they teſtified to the prejudice of the Pri: 
ſoner, was to their own advantage. 3. From the ro ju 


the Court in time of Tryal, who ſuffered not the Pyiſoner to 
in full in bis own defence. 4. From the Law it ſe f by which bf 
was Tryed and Fudged, which Law is proved to be contrary to 
Law of God, and therefore the Judgement of that Law ought to 
baue been arreſted; And now left of all in brief, Judgement 
ought not to have paſſedagainft him. 

5. Becauſe in common Reaſon and Equity, © Juftice 
cannot condemn-a man to any perſonal ſuffering , for 
the exerciſe of his Conſcience to God-wards , in the 
practiſe of being Aﬀembled * onely in and for 
the Worſhip of the Living God, according to the very 


perſwations of the Spirit of God in the heart, and to 


the example of Scriptures and Primitive Chriftians; 
which practice of meeting together was not in its 


ſelf, nor in its effects, any way diſadvantagious, or pre- 


judicial to any perſon upon earth; I ſay, Common Reſin 


and Equity amongſt men cannot wich ny res N 
uch a Caſe; in | 


demn any perſon to any ſuffering, in 
as ſuch ſuppoſed offence for fo meeting together is not an 
offence againſt any man, but againſt God onely, if ic be re- 
ally an offence, and that becauſe of ignorance or error in 
Judgment and Conſcience, which is onely puniſhable 1 


* (32) * 
have prevailed, even the Laws of Princes, and Command. 
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the: JaUgements of God, Sada to his Conſcience, 
for ſuch offence againſt him; and not to be ꝓuniſhed by 
Temporal Rulers, with Temporal puniſhments, becauſe tis à ſpi- 
ricus} ttanigre ſſion, and the Spiritual Law of God hath ju-. 
nildicton over the offenderin ſuch a Caſe, and not Tempo- 
Courts; This is proveable by the Laws of chis Land, as 
eas ordained in the dayes of Hen $, by Act of Parlia- 
ment, when the people were nominally divided into two 
Bodies, named: Spirituality and Temporality, and two Juriſ- 
diflions appainted over the people, reſpecting che nature and 
kind of ehe offences committed, every offence Temporal a- 
gant man, in wrong dealing between man and man, the 
izance of this was pertaining to the Temporal! Courts and 


udges, to Hear, Judge and Determine, and every offence re- 
pecting the Church in point of Faith, Defrine and Worſhip, was 

ning tothe Spiricual Courts, to be heard and Judged 
(their Spiritual Officers and Judges; thus ic was in times 


paſt in our Nation, as Judged by the Rulers in ancient 


es,reafonable and juſt thus to dozand here fell out a like 
„ a Perion ten and accuſed, and brought to T 25 as 41 
ender, tor and becauſe of being t e Meeting in the Worſhip 
Gad, which is of Spiritual concerument, a matter of Spi- 
ritual Worſhip and Exerciſe of Conſcience, relating onely 
tothe ſpiricuality in hearing and determination; Yet was 
this perlons Caſe (though of Spiritual Cognizance and Ju» 
dition, and not properly pertaining to Tcmparality by 
the very ant ient Laws of the Land) brougtu te Feral, and 
dgedin Temporal Furiſdiftion, and by Temporal Judges, which 
uo power properly to meddle of ſuch a Cale; and how 
could that Judgement be juſt brought forth by Temporal 
5 in a Spiritual Caſe, a Cafe the Judgement of which 

— pettained to avother Juriſdidl s; « Judgement 
by ſuch perſons in « Caſe of Conſcience, out ot whoſe 
Cogyizance and Furiſdifiion the Caſe properly was A Temporal 
ement, given in a Spiritual Caſez, And this was the very 

of E. B. wherefore he had all juſt Ground and Reaſon 
tomove tor Arreſt of Judgement, and in Juitice, Judgment 
ought to have been luſpended in that Court, and either 
wholly averted, or elſe he and his Cauſe tranſmitted into 
mother Court, where . and Judges had been SN. 
; c 


C34.) 

_ hle of Hearing and Determining a Spiritual Caſe; for this 
is Common Rea ſon amongſt men, that every reputed Offender 
have Law and Judges „ according to che nature dt higof. 
fence, and not cant rar thegeunto ; an offene in Matten 
and Caſes Spiritual cannot juſtly be Tryed and Judged in 
Courts Temporal, and by men onely Carnal; Theſe en- 
ceptions were before me in my view, to have contrafted 
and ſo preſented them to the Court, but not being per- 
mitted time for an hour, 1 was not then capable to preſent 


them formally, nor. ce produce the Statutes and Auibers, ty 


Autborize my rxæceptim to the Court, but ſince that time] 
drawn them up, aud do here offer them to the view of the 
World: | 
1 ü a un 1 6 L E B. 
Wine 542 11 33 
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Here fulows the Tryal of Eher Biddle , and three * + 
| | women more. ; t4 $54 
in = SY 


Irſt, They being called by names, and brought before 
the Bench, where the Cſerk read rhe Indict ment, ind 
ſaid; they diſtarbed the King's Peace, and the Peace of the 
Nation. +Eftber Biddle faid,' She had not broken the K 
Peace, nor the Peace of the; Nation that is good; Then 
Judge 2 Whecher the wis guilty or not guilty; the 46. 
lied him wher evil ſhe had dont then he (#d, tik her- 
way. Then ſhe was taken out of che Courtꝭ and the de- 
fired the Keeper to let her ſtond ſtill 1 He aiked: her if fhe 
would plead ;' ſhe bid hit tet her go in again, and Ihe ſhould 
ſay chat n in her best. Then the fudge extled for ber to 
come ap td the Bar, aud che Power of the Lord roſe in het 
Heart #9 fi re, aud en Hammer, and ſhe ſaid; Fiar abe Lord who 
is Fudge of all Judges, and noe up your Rewird according 
to your works, © We are brought hither for Juſti@e, and 
are ſet under God to do juſtice, and it is Ju ice we require, The 
Judge ſaid, : They ſhould have Juſtice, and ſaid, Woman, 
our Counſel is grod, He asked it ſhe would plead age 
not guilty ; ſhe ſaid, In the dreadful day of the Lord winen 
is at hand, you ſhall know who are guilty and not gui 
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60, or nay of all the Innocent Blood that hath been (hed: 

[ 8558 her, ſhe was to plead; ſhe told him, If he 

er ny; wh evil the ha Jone, {he would anſwer to 

hes ewig taken in a Rieteus Meeting, and an unlaw- 

fin Contrary to the Laws of the Nation. She asked 

fi Ng e was uled in Olivers dayes, and in years 

0 whether our Meetings were contrary to the Laws 

whe Nato n then; ang h laid up Ra our Meetings were 

a 1 284 indeed ( faid he). all things were com- 

60 {f ov | Covi ences. were to change 

10 and Gepe the Nation changed ; He 

WW: mut e to the 19 6055 Laws of the Li Land; 

a fp! end; She ak ef for. hea Ne 1 2 
e 5 ole I” e 1 5 e ſudge 

ae 13 Js Sent aut of the Meet ing, — 

ſne waz 00 ovel (aid, He took 4 upon a form 


; ahd the Judge (aid, What 4 woman 
11 005 he page 1 5 0 Ferrer 7 


re pes efere; 8 Sked th ;H:they h 
Fa bot res 5. 95 , 7207 ſe 
Ph for D; woo 
9285 nt at they ſhould ca £ 2 2 75 er 
labduters With bim in the he The Judge land; 
16. 857 while agoe 3 1 . Ic walls en 
48 in hey Beauty ph "4 Gl ory 1 65 dark 
rifle hath covered the Earth mg Of grofle das kneile harb 
ted the Kings and Rulers, {oth that 1 ett * a re 
ir 7 derbe fares the hear of a Davg 41 t b 
em allo, that they might read in the Ads of « "= 
poltles, * and in ch b of 15 4000 bag promiſed to pouy 
"Þrs Spirit i 1 a ind De ghters,rin the latter dayes, Nc. 
Tut ſudg e laid, She ſhould us of ben Husband at home; 
hhefaid, Tf her Husband ſhould be *a Drunkard, gr a ſor, 
W line Do ſhe learn of him, to be wicked as kent R. 
| asked, If her Hasband were (© ?. (he, ſaid, No, but 
Vero, Weg could ſhe tear * But Chriſt is my Hul- 
d, and elrn of Him laid je.) Alderman Brown (aid, 
fe fad left ber Husband two years, and went with a young 
mii intb other lands 1 ſhe told him, That was not his buſi- 
2 to judge at this time, nor was it fit for him to accuſe 


E 2 her, 


597 is 


* Jer, but the wene with three Women « as ſhe was moved of 2 


the Lord. 

The Judge asked the Wieneſſe, whether there were ur 
fiveinthe Meeting; The Witnelle (aid, He did believe t 
were about two or three bundred, but he could not bring them 
all; but ſaid, he did prety well clear the room; She gold 
the Court, That this man came into our Meeting ( ike) 
where we were quiet and till, more like a mad-man, then 
a ſobet - man, with his Sword drawn, and a Cane in hugg- 
"ther hand, and fo he came u wel I food, and 35 

Sword toward my Face, and p Juck'd 56. down ( ſaid 
Then ſaid R. Brems, It (ins you were up then; Then ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe was never in ſuc _ a Meetin 1p oh in the lu- 
dicrment; ;. but ſhe wat ett in ſhe ſhould never 
deny it, bat hill flaud for it Whi ve 4255 144 65 
"#6 cn man gavel his Sontdiers charge of we, and be li 
on with both hands upon our Friends; they chruſt 110 
door, and thre me . . trod upon me , b 

er Ned bag IN the 2 he e Chex 1 15 15 

wh ave a$ked, them er 
e An Maj ach W e bet 
they bad ſerved ber And ee 105575 
— udge; 1 45 4A me when I was. at thy houſe 
(laid ſhe) that che beſt work thay 42 1765 
lecute ſuch a witked Genera er 
Why thoulfeft chou ſit chi ad, It was 
the beft work he could do yer 7 80 If he bach dove 
you any wrong U meanin the Witneſſes ) you may ſue 
them at the Law, and_write, in your Indictment againft 
them, That they pulled your Tongue out by rhe roots: 
She told him, That was 17785 and asked him if he would 
have her be a tiar ? They WE Take her away; And chen 
they called Sargh Cobbet, ind Frances Cole, and Elizabeth Ha- 
tyn, and Joby Ratten; S. C. was asked whether N 
ty or not guilty: Aftęrward the 55 asked 9792 
ihe was in'the Meeting at no ? (ſhe was * of 
the Lord to go thithet ;. She 155 hat ſhe did there} 
She ſaid, She was Commanded of the Lord to ſpeak : then 
ſaid R. Brown, and l command you now to be ſilent. Then 
they called Frances ole, and asked ber whether 82 
uilty 
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Guilty or not Guilty ? She ak. was not Guilty. Then 
the Jury brought ig their Verdict that they were Guilty. 
Then Eſt ber Biddle again deſired to know what they had 
done; R. Brown told them, they were in an unlawful Meet- 
ing: Then ſh: (aid, Richard, Doſt not thou remember that 
thou Prayedſt in the Camp by Abingdon, and was that an 
unlawful Meeting? was not that a good Day with thee ? 1 
im afraid th u wile, never ſee ſuch another. R. Brown ſaid, 
He had no other Place then, but now he went to Church, 
and ſo mult ye too, ſaid he; She told him, The day was 
at hand, wherein God would deſtroy the Temples and the 
che I 5h thereof, unleſſe they repented. R. B. al- 
ked her, if ſhe meant her own Temple? And the judge 
asked her if ſhe meant Temple-Bar. She ſaid ſhe had been 
in many Nations, and before Judges and Benches, but ne- 
ver was before ſuch a wicked Bench as this. R. Brown te- 
plied, And many Nations have been in you. They ſaid, 
She had ſaid enough, and then bid the Keepers take them 
away.” Then ſhe was pulled away to go to Prifon, and after 
tte time ſhe went up to the Bar, and ſaid, Friends, I 
d ſice to know what you have done with me? Then the 
Judge ſaid, Woman, you are young, and the Court hath 
confidered you, and we Nays you will be of another mind, 
and ſo we have put a ſmall Fine upon you: Te which the 
replied,” This is not che way to make me of another mind; 
then it is . rt of Conſcience is ceaſed within theſe few 
years; Then ſhe ſaid, Friends, keep to that pure Principle 
which drew you forth at firſt from the Idols Temples and 
Idolstrous Worſhip, if you do not, the Lord will ſweep 
you away with the Beeſom of deſtruction into the pit of e- 
verlaſting per dition. One upon the Bench ſaid, She re- 
members us of the Old Cauſe. And then the judge bad 
the Goaler take her away to Priſon; She ſaid, There is 
Mercy with the Lord, hut there is little with men; So ſhe 
was had away: Love (who Wit neſſed againk her) whiſper- 
ing to the Goaler, tad him have her to bridewel; Where- 
upon ſhe ſtep'd back to the. Bar, and (aid, Friends, have 
you Ordered me to be lent to Bridewel ? They looking one 
upen/another, the Judge (aid, No: Then ſhe ſaid, This 
Witnefſe is an envious man; for he bad the Goaler take 
Ie - 
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me to Bridewe!, and for-oug 
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1 Jl Jus borne ua here to 

my: blood {laid is:) udge ſaid, It did not 

_—_ . aid, If it were nor the mighty 
pawetrof the Lord that preſervvth us (Who hath che hears 
of Kings and Rulers in his hand, and turnetfi them us f 
River of Water which way he pleaſeth ) you would murder 
us alk Then they were fined 13.8. and 3 d. a piece, and 
ſo catried away to priſon, to lye til} payment. 8 #774 
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Bout this time There was divers” of the Priſoners ſick, 
A of violent Feavers and diftempery, by reaſon of that 
Exceeding throng which they were force into;; ſo many, 
rogether' in narrow Rooms, that rhey 2 * . liberty 
to lie down dne by another, which brought many great 
Iucomtenienc ies upon them, and occalioned dangerous fick- 
neſſes; inſomuch that many lay fick at one time; and 
though ſome recovered, yet many died, to the number of 
Eight honeſt Perfons, who were two and two together in 
one week carried to their Graves from New-gate, 7 


enen 2944. 


mode the people cry out, It wa; pity that theſe things 

be, That honeſt men for their Conſcience ſakg ſhould thus periſh is 
Priſon's and no doubt but the knowledge of theſe things, 
That many were fick and divers died, and being: publick- 
ly ſeen carried from New-yate two and two together in a 
week, made many ſtand amazed, working diſlike in the 
hearts of people againſt theſe proceedings; and though 
che priſoners laid their caſe (of want of priſon- room, and 
the dangerous diſtempers that we re occaſioned amongſ 
them thereby, and that 1 becauſe thereof) be- 
fore the Rnlers of the City who had power, to redreſs theſe 
grievances, yet notwithſtanding no notice was taken of it, 
no, t h above twenty of the priſoners Friends went to 
the Mayor and Sheriffs of the City, to [Realon the Cale 
ſoberly with them, of the great' traits, inconyeniences, 
and dangers that che Priſoners (their Brethren) were lie- 
ble unto, eſpecially in the Summer Seaſon, by being lo 
many thronged up together in noyſom places; and all 
proferred body for body, and that « certain number 
chem weuld become priſoners and goe into their places, 
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ſor the relief and comfort of fo many of their poor « lifted - 
and fick Brethren, that they might not periſh in priſon, at- 
cording as in The ſecond part of our cry of the Innocent for Fu- 
ftice,/is more at large | pn ger” yet no bowels of Mercy 
nor pity could be found, nor could the humbleſt proffers 
penitrate into their hearts to grant relief to the opprefled, 
bur lie in cloſe priſon they muſt, whether they would die 
cr live, as if they deſerved no pity of any. Well, for ſome 
weeks every day ſome ſell ſiek, and in particular that good 
man of God Richard Hubbertborne, unto whom in this place 
tis not unſraſonable to give a Teſtimony, 28 of 'dtity we 
ire bound. nor J 
The ſame Perſon was born in the North part of Lac a- 
ſhire, and was of very honeſt Parents, his Father was a 
Yeoman of the Country, and had a good Report of bis 
Neighbours, for uprighrnefſe in all his dealings; and 
Richard was his onely Son, | who was incitable from bis yontb 
— to Religion and to the beſt way, alwayes minding 
e beſt things, and ny the company of good men, 
and was never known ts be addicted to any vice or mallg- 
xity, nor ever followett any evil cotirfe of life from his 
Ghild-frood, but feared" the Lord and walked uptight! 
before him, and was en to the Light an 
knowledge received in all things; and his natutal diſpoli- 
tion and — — was merz aud howly, and loved peace among 
wen ; he was brought up with his Parents in good educgti- 
on, according to the vuſtom of che Country; and in the 
time of the late Wars, he was diſpoſed to go into the Ar- 
iy; and was in Scotland moſt of the time till the Land was 
reduced 3 and he had ſome office in a Regiment, and did 
fomecame preach amo His flncere and ſober Companions 
tant loved him wel, according to his knowledge and judges» 
ment at that day; and he obtained 4 good Report a mongſt 
fuck as were lovers of Religion. 
And when it pleaſed the Lord God everlaſting to raiſe 
Wap to be a People in the North parts, (and through 
cn Tribulationt and extrem diſtreſſes within and without, 
which ve paſfed through! were we raiſed up of the Lord to 
de a boy and choſen People) This fame Perſon was one a> 
wmong t Mr ſt of us whoſe heurt che Lord touched with the 
ſence 
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mighty operation of the Power of God experienced in his 


heart; Great afflictions and tribulations for many weeks . 


was he exerciſed in, through the diſpenſation of the Grate 


and Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus; he was in chat ſtate, and while 


cherein,exerciſed for many dayes, à vonder to all chat 

beheld him, as one paſſing out of the body, as one under 
the deep ſence of the hand of the Lord, under the eperation 
of his Power, thus it was with many of us, and -particu- 
larly. wich him; Till ſuch time as the fame Power that 
led made alive, as wounded al ſu bealed , as, brought down 
allo raiſed up, and then being raiſed up in the holy Spirit 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt he was made # Miniſter ot che E- 
verlaſting Goſpel, ; to preach Repentance, Converſion, Salvation 
and Rewiſſion of ſins 3 and accordingly went forth in the 
Name and Power. of the Lord Jeſus che Saviour of man» 
kind; and was Miniſter of the glad Tydings of Salvation, in 
many parts of this Land and elſwhere, to the converting 
of many Souls to God; for his M-niſtry was made eff cual 
by the Almighty Power of the Lord, to turn wany from 
darky: ſe to light, from the pomer of Satan to Ged, and thereare 
thoulands ho can in the Spirit of the Lord beat Teſtimo- 
ny to the power and vetity of his Miniſtry, in many Coun» 
treys where he travelled; for he laboured much in divers 
Places, and was very diligent, and faithful in the work of 
the Lord, and ſuffered impriſonment divers times, and 
was hardly dealt withal, and pe ed in Cheſter, Cem · 
bridge and in Norwich priſons and other places; and he u 
found faithful in all his Tryals among his Bret hren, and 
alwayes ready to do his ſervice in what he was called unto 
with a willing mind, being truly in body , ſoul and fpirit 
given up to the ſervice of the Goſpel of Chrit ſeſu, a dilpentatis 
on of which was committed unto him, that he might ferve 
the Lord in his Generation ; and though he now hath ſini- 
ſhed his Teſtimony in this World, yet the remembrance of bin 
live; with ws in the Spirit of Feſw,and he is accounted m_ 
the faichful Sufferers, a Martyr for the witneſſe of the T 


which ever liveth. And for the {pace ot nine years he la- | 


boured and travelled in the work of the Goſpel aforeſaid, 
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ſenee of his Power and Kingdom; and awonggſt us be had the 


in moſt of the Counties of this Nation, and was well at rk 
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his faichfulnefſe among the Churches of Chrit 3 He was but 
little im ſtature iu his outward man, and of weak Conftis 
tution of body, and was {low of ſpeech, and often more 
ready to hear chen to ſpeak; he made little appearance in 

the man- hood of Excellency dr Authority, but was con- 
: table among men, yet he was very wile, and knew his 
ſeaton when to ſpeak, and when co be ſilent; and when he 
(poke, ic was with much diſcretion aud deliberatian, in weak- 
neſſe of words many times, yet reached perfectly the mat- 
ter intended by him, and his ſpeech was with Grace, aud in 
the fear of God, and had Authority in the Spirits of men, 
and was of ſavour and ſound judgment, though in weakueſſe of 
the man- hood exprefled ; for he anſwered not mens Wiſ- 
dom in excellent ſtile of words, but the witneſſe of God in 
lincerity of (peech ; he was a Perſon of ſound judgment in di- 
vine Myſteries, and of good experience in the operations of 
the power ot God, and knew the paſſing through divers 
2 of the inward man, and was able to ſpeak to many 
eſtates of man paſſing under the diſpenſations of the Grace 
God; he could well inform the mind of a perſon in an 
Med and toſſid jiate of terrovr and judgment; and his Mini- 
firy was ofcen ſavoury and ſeaſonable, and felt in che pure 
lifes though his words were plain and homely , and no 
beauty in them ro mans Wiſdom; and God made him and 
his ſervice a bl. fling to many who ſhall ſpezk for him in their 
own Con(ciences; He was of a loving, gentle and good diſpo- 
um, and acceptable was his Company to them chat knew 
him and were like-minded ; n g99d Companion in all Conditi- 
ons, not ſoon moved into paſſion of either grief in A ver- 
f or of joy in Proſperity 3 nor had he a Spirit taking. ef- 
fences upon light occalions againft any, but watched for 
Good over all, and not for Evil; He was a man of peace, and 
loved it, and walk:d peaceably among his brethren, iss honeſt 
kind familiarity ; And | am perſwaded in my Soul, according 
to the expe: rence | had of him far many years , he abhor- 
red d ſſeution and ſtrite among Friends, and was never the 
real occalion intendedly by himſelf, of auy difference and 
ation among brethren; and what further is Truth of 
him, 1 leave it to the juſt God, whoſe teſtimony is crue and 
never fails, 
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Among many others that were taken from Meetings and 
ſent to Newgate according as ye have heard, This ſame per- 


ſon of whom 1am now creating, was in like manner ru 


and violently taken on the 22th day of the 4th Month laft; 
out of a Meeting in the Ful at 4/derſgate, and carried before 
Rich. Erown, who uſed violence to him wich his own hands, 
in pulling his Hat down upon his head ſo that he brought 
his head near the ground, and then he Commirted him to 
Newgate, where he rethained till the Seſſions, and was then 
Ind &cd among the reſt, for being #t an nnlamful Meeting, 
c. as it is ſaid; and he being throng'd up in Priſon among 
the reſt of us, it pleaſed the Lord to vifice him wich licks 
nefl: of body, and in 10 dayes ſpace ( alwayes growing 
weaker and weaker in that time) he diſceaſed and laid 
down his body in peace; About two dayes before his de- 
parture, ſome of his deareſt Friends went to viſite him, and 
ſar by him a ſpace, and ſpoke ſome what to him, and asked 
him if any 1 was upon his Spirit, he might now ſpeak 
it to his Friends His anſwer was, Thet there was no need 
diſp ute matters, for be knew the groumd of bis Salvation, and wa 
ſatisfied for ever in bis peace with the Lord God, and we hyew 
( ſaid he) one another well, and what each of us can ſay aboit 
oſs things , and ſpoke no further: And the ich day of the 
6th Monch he departed this life, and was gathered upto 
his Fachers, the Generation of the Juſt ; and though he be 
gone in that bodily appesrance, and his perſon removed 
from us, yet is his new. Name written among us, «nd his 
Memo y can never die, for his Spirit ſtill lives to praiſe the 
Lord, and che life which breathed forth through chat veſſel 
cannot be removed far away; for it is the Infinite, Inemortal, 
Eternal Life, which dwells in Sens and Daughters now »pouvhe 
Eartbʒ and though his out ward man be put off, yet he lives 
alwayes in Spirit, for he was a Servant of the living God upon 
Earth in his day. | 
In about ſix Weeks time, there died of the Priſoners that 
ſuffered for Conſcience ſake in Newgate, thele Perſons na- 
med as follows, who were boneſt ſincere men of truth that loved 
the Lord, and ſerved bim with their upright bearts, and gave v9 
their lives for the T eſtimouy of Jeſus, as faithful Martyrs aud Vn. 
neſſes for bim; And is verily believed, their * and 
chrong 
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throng'd Impriſonment in 12 Summer Seaſon, was the 
cccafion of their ſickneſſe and violent diſtemper, and ſo 
conſequently of their Death, which amounts to innocent 
blood, being men-whoſe lives were deſtroyed cauſeleſly, by 
reaſon of the w ickedneſſe and Perſecution of ungodly men, 
and their Death will be inquired into by the Lord, when he 
comes to judge all men according to their deeds, and gives 
unto them afcer the fruit of their own doings; Jobs Stanton, 
Themas Kirby, Richard Hubbertborne, Anthony Skellington , 
Jobn Giles, William ＋ Jobn Sbutt, Filiam Eldredge, 
Richard Bradley: And Humphrey Bache, and Humphery Brew- 
ſter died in a ſhort time after their Releaſe. Theſe men laid 
down their lives for the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ſuffered for Conſtience ſake till death, and left good Teſti- 
monies behind them, ſpoken on their death- beds; One of 
them ſaid, This body of mine muſt go for the Truth, this body wtuſt 
be laid down for the Teſtimony 7775 Chrift, as a Witneſſe agaipſt 
this perſecuting Generation; and be rejeyced in the ſame at the 
point of death. Another of them ſaid, The terrible day of ven- 
eat band upon the wicked, Wounto the perſecuting Rulers 

of this City, the Lord is nigh unto themin the ſtroak of his Judge 
ments. Kc. Another on his death-bed Exborted earneſtly all 
Friend, to be faithful, to be bold and valiant for the Truth of God, 
and to ſuffer patiently tothe end, till deliverance come, which the 
Lord will bring unto bis ople in difÞight of all their enemies, &c. 
Theſe and ſuch like T-ftimonics were given by cheſe er- 
yants of God on their death-beds, which will be fulfilled 
in the Lords ſeaſon, for the words ot dying men are ſerious 
and certain; Oh! that this City would take notice of the 
ſame, That the Rulers and People thereof would Repent and 
turn untothe Lord, ere his wrath break forth againſt chem 
for their wickedneſſe, which is great this day in the fight of 
theLord, and before him, for which his wrath is kindled 
to burn as a flame, and it will reach unto the high and lof- 
ty, and all fleſh (hall feel che indignation of the moſt high; 
Oh! that men would remember the long- ſuſſering of the Lord, 
andRepent, and recurn before it be too Jate, for nothing 
can fave this City and her People from the Wrath of the 
Lord, except ſpeedy and true Repentance, and returning 
wich all the Heart, and with all the Soul; wherefore — 
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the people become Meek, A, Lowly, and Poor, 
Holy und J. before the Lord, let them break off their fins 
by Repenrcance 3 The da of che Lords (ore Juogementsare 
at hand, and Breaking, and DeſtruQion, and Muery will 
ſurprize the Workers of Iniquity. 


— — 
— — 


A 


Concerning the Impriſonment and proceedings of the 
Court, and releaſe of above fi'ty of our Friends 
in the County of Middleſex. 


Here were taken out of ſeveral peaceable Meetings, 
FT while they were humbly waiting upon che Lord in ki 
Fear and Worſhip, above fifty of ou: Friends in that Coun- 
ty, and at divers times committed into the New Priſon, all 
of them ſaving a few perſons by the Lievtenant of ihe Tower, 
being taken by Souldiers, and violently ſeized upon in ſuch 
their peaceable Meetings, and nor according to Law, and 
brought before Lieutenant Robinſon, who ſent them all to 
New Priſon without much examina: ion of them; and there 
they were kept Priſoners many of them three Moneths, aud 
never brought to Tryal, onely about thirty of chem a fort- 
night after their Commitment were had to the Tower, and 
the Oath of Allegiance was proferred them, by the Liev- 
tenant in theſe words, Vill you take the Oath, will you take it, 
will you take it; And for refuſal, they were ſent back co 
priſon again, though he was ſo haſty in asking them about, 
that divers of them had not time co ſpeak to him, nor to 
treat with him in ſober diſcourſe about the lawfulneſs of the 
ſame, which ſome of them deſired to have done, but little 
was laid; But wil you take it, will you take it? And they were 
all continued Pritoners till about che twentieth day of the 
fixth moneth, at which time there was a Seſſions at Hickeſes 
Hall for that County, to which place divers of the ſaid Pri- 
ſoners were brought, firſt of all ſixteen perſons who were 


there Indifted at common Law, for being at an unlawful Meet-. 
ing, &c. according to the forme, as before is ſhewed ; and, 


they were asked, Guilty or not guilty, to which moſt of them 
pleaded not gui ty, and were recurned back to priſon gain, 


ſup- 


/ 
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ſuppoling that ſame Seſſions they ſhould have been Tryed- 


Next afcef chem were ſeven more Perſons called into the 
Court, and Indicted alſo, and demanded- to plead Guilty or 
not guilty, but they refuſed to plead in their Form of 
Trarws , though they all (aid , they were Innocent and 
Clear from ſuch a Meeting as was mentioned in their In- 
dictment, and in ſubſtance and effect pleaded not guilty, 
though not in the very form of the Courts proceedings z but 
they were condemned as Mute, and the Indictment taken 
pro Confe(ſ»3, and they preſently ſentenced them ſo much fine 
a piece, and ſent them Pciſoners to Ner- gate, there to re- 
main till pay ment. 

About this time there was a Seſſions kept at the 0/4 Baley, 
to which place it was verily expected many of the Pei ſonets 
in New-gate would have been brought for their Tryal, for 
there was about 149. of tlie ſaid People now Priſoners in 
that place, beſides che fifcy in Nm Priſon (before mention 
ed) and though divers of them had been led out of the 
Priſon to 014 Buley (even times already, yet was never Try- 
ed, nor any ching charged upon them to this time; Vet not 
any of che (aid Priſoners were called this \effions , the occa- 
hon thereof was this; There being at this time near 200. of 
our Friends, belides many of the Baptized People, in the 
Goals for London and Middlelex, moſt of whom were al} a+ 
ken by Souldiers, and force of Arms violently, out of their 
Meetin 2, whege they were waiting upon the: Lord, in lis Fear, 
zecoi ding to the practice of the Primitive Cbriſians, and ex- 
emple of Scri tures; and being ſo apprehended, were all of 
them committed at divers times into the ſaid Goals; and 
ſome were tryed, others not, ſom: fined, others not, and 
in ſeveral] Capacit ies of Priſoners, they were yet all conti- 
nued ſtrictly in Priſon, to their great danger and inconve- 
niences by reaſon of ſo {trait Imptilonment as ye have heard; 
And the King knowing of theſe chings, aud that many were 
now in P:iſon,and tis hoped, he rock into good coulidera - 
tion, che ſad eſtate of his \ubjefis, he was pleaſed to ſend His 
Letter thus dire ed, To the Mayer of London, and other. hi- Com- 
miners and Juſtices for the Goal del very Oyer end Ter mi- 
ner, and of the peace in the City of London ard County of M d- 
Ul, which was read in the open Sens at Old Baley,the 
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twenty ſecond day of the Fa month, ſignifying the Ring 
p ealure for thereleaſe of the people called Bnakers, and . 
thers of the ſeparation, upon that occaſion of the Oneen; 
fi ſt coming to the Kings Palace et the City o Welt wiyfter;his 
pleaſute was, that all fiich perſons ſhould be diſcharged then 
in the Goals for Lenden and Middleſex, except Ringleaders, 
and Freachers, and ſuch as were indidted for refuſing the Oath 
of Allegiance, & c. According to which Letter, moſt of the 
taid Priſoners were diſcharged, except ſome few excepted, 
who yet remains; Onely the Goalers(which is a common 
property p:rtains to the men of that calling) greedy of Gain 
and Money, would not ſet at liberty the prifoners without 
paying Fees, but kept them about fix dayes after , and 
then let them go without Fees, which for Conſcience ſake 
they could not pay, for theſe Reaſons. 

1. Fecauſe Fees in themſelves are an impoſed oppreſſion and 
exudl ian upon Priſuers, and we are bound in Contcience to 
bear witneſs againft ſuch impoſition, by denying to pay 
Fees , which is an evidence againſt it, and we cannot i- 
bold uch Oppreſton and Exaction, but do witneſſe againſt ir, 
by denying to pay any Fees; for ceaſing to uphold any op- 
preſſion by denying it, is the greateſt witneſs againſt it, and 


lo is it in this caſe; and ſeeing it is an oppreſſion (even this 


very matter of Fees) we rather chuſe to ſuffer, then to up+ 
bold it and maintain it, by paying any and this is one Res- 
ſon why we deny to pay Fees. 

2. Bccauſe we are Innocent, and not impriſoned for ay 
evil doing or breach of any juſt Law, therefore we may not pay 
Fees,. and thereby render our ſelves to the ſuſpition of 
guilt, when we are guiltleſe z for paying the impoſit ions of 

ces to Clerks and Goalers doth partly render mens clear- 
neſs and innocency to the evil ſurmiſe of evil minds, 3s if 
— were guilty, and becauſe we are clear and inn cent both 
before God and menſ in this caſe of being ſent ecPriſon for 
Meeting together for the Worſhip of God) we may not p#y 
any impoſed Fees; forif any Fees be due, they are due from 


Tranſgrefſors as an Impoſit ion deſervedly upon them for 


their offence, and not from the Innocent who are wrong- 


fully impriſoned, and of right ought not to be impoſed who. 
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by any, much leſs by the Goalers, who are but inferiour 
ants, 
3. Becauſe there is no Law of the Land commanding and in- 
jtyning us to pay ſuch oa Fees as is uſually demanded of us , 
but onely a traditional cuſtom got up in che Land, and by 
cuſtom of time long continued, now cis claimed as due and 
debt from Priſoners, wch is not due by any Law of theLand, 
but Impoſed and Exadted by long cuſtom without Juſt Law; 
and therefore we do refule to pay ſuch Impoſition, which is 
come in by evil cuſtom, and not by good Law, which we are 
bound to Witneſs againſt by the denyal of it; who cannot 
in good Conſcience uphold any thing but what is rooted 
and grounded — 3 Equity, and Truth, and not 
that which is grounded upon evil cuſtoms, and is in it ſelf 
ExaGtion and Oppreſſion. 
J. Becauſe we are 4 free peopleyborn free of the Seed of God, 
and are ſpiritually of Abraham, and cannot be ſubject to the 
wills of men, to feed the Oppreſſors after their defices;though 
tis our Principle and Practiſe to be ſubject to every Autho- 
rity by doing or ſuffering, according to eſtabliſhed Law, yet 
we do refule ſubjection to impoſitions grounded upon evil 
cuſtoms, and without any Law ; and chat becauſe we are a 
free people, and cannot be bound by vain and formal Tra- 
ditions in any caſe, bur do deny to uphold any ching of 
that nature, and do allotravel and ſuffer for the end, ts 
cored and redliſi every ſuch abuſe in the world, that every 
Yoak of bondage may be broken, and all people may come 
tothe free Spirit of the Lord, to be led and ruled thereby, 
and not bound under every formal Cuſtom of men; fo for 
theſe Reaſons do we refuſe to pay, exaUing, extorting, and 
oppreſſive Fees, and not out of Covetouſneſſe nor Penury ; for tis 
our property in the free Spirit of che Lord, to ſhew kind» 
neſs to them that are kind z though we cannot buy courteſies, 
nor fee men aforehand for their love, yet no man hath oc- 
cahon to ſay of us, they are covetous, nigardly , and diſ- 
reſpe&ful to ſuch t hat (hew favour to them we are not of 
that ſpirit, that flacters men with fees atorehand, neither 
of that ſpirit that can bow and bend to pay fees, for fear 
and terruur of the threats of men; but we are of that free, 
literal, bountiful and grateful ſpirit, that can do good, and — 
| libera 
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but to be bound by impoſitions contrary to our Conſcjen- 
ces our ſouls do hate, rather then to be ſubje& on chat kind, 
we can ſuterthe loſs of all, till the Lord ariſe and make ys 
free outwardly from all cruel and hard on ons of men, 
as his Pe · ver and Spirit hath freed us ?1wardly from the bon. 
dage of fin and death, for which we wait, according to the 
Promiſe of the Everlaſting God. 


A. 
— . 


Concerning the late Impriſonment of divers of the People 
of God called Quakers, becauſe for Conſcience ſake 
they have refuſed togo themſelves, or ſend out men 
in the Train Bands; Wi:h ſome Reaſons 
ſhewed for ſuch their Conſcienti- 
ous Refaſal. 


divers wayes and means, and upon divers occaſions and pre- 
tences, hath the long and cruel Perſecution been in- 
fied upon the People of God, agaſnft whom many vc 
ſious have been ſought and taken by their Adverſaries on 
purpoſe, that they might fulfil their envious Wills upon 
them, and deſtroy them by Impriſonment, and every way elſe ; 
And when one Means and Way would not eff & their de- 
fired aim in that particular, then they have found out ſome 
other way, wherein to per ſiſt and travel on to bring to pals 
the ruine and overthrow of the Heritage of the Lord, if it 
were poſſible for them ſo to do; yea, ſuch is and hath been, 
the zeal, and madneſſe, and cruelty of that birth born of the 
Fleſh in all Ages, againſt che meekneſſe, humility, and vertues 
. of that birth born of che Spirit, as it is even at chis day, 
eat he hath left no way unattempted to eff: & his defired 
end, even to deſtroy and overturn the righteous Seed which 
God hath bleſſed; and of this we have experience in our 
Age, who are feeling Witneſſes of the cruel band of Perſceution 
upon us, for and becauſe of that Truth and Righteoulneſſe 
which we hold forth in the World, by ſound Dotirine ond 
good Convcrſation. : 
And among the many occaſions ſought out againſt us, 


non 


iberal to all men in the free ſpirit, without fluttery or fean * 
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ſe aforeſaid; (to wit ) becauſe upon [avication of men 
in Military Power, they have not gone out themſelves, nor 
men in Arms, to do that Service which they have by 
their Officers been Commanded unto, as hereafter more ac 

is ligniſied 3 and that all the World may know, ſuch 
ons ſorefuling to go out, are not wilſul end objtinate,and 
ave la refuſed, as Perſons wholly unteaſonahle. and contem- 
ning Authority, upon peevilhneſs, and their own wilfulneſs, 
bee, Wert which calumnies in many caſes they are traduced; 
Thersfore here are ſome Kraſurs a mongſt many that may be 
gien it che caſe, r to the World for their ſo refu- 
ſal and becauſe of which ſome ſuffers in Bonds this preſence 
ume. | 


1 irſt, Becauſe it is contrary to the very Lam of Nature {as the 
caſe andeth in chis City) for the very work of the Train 


Bands in this City of late have been to Beat, Abuſe, Knock, 


down, -Im;riſon an i Perſecute w and this have they done; 
ind been commanded to do by their Officers, which ſhews 
the Truth of the Reaſon ; for every man by the Lam of Naw 
unt is bound to preſerve himſelf and his own life from miſ- 
chief and deſtruction; and it is abſolutely cont raty to the 
very Lan, for 8 man to deſtroy himſelf, or be rythere- 
vnto, by himſelf or by any other; It is againſt the Law of 


Nature and Reaſon, for men to be any way helpful, ta beat, 


. and leo down, and per ſec ute themſelves 3 And 
is this very. Caſe; if any of us ſhould go out or ſend a man 


E 


on his occaſion, it were to aid and aſſiſf, and endeavour (i 


not perſonally to a& with our hands) to bale to priſan, er to 
and perſecute , it may be, kill onr ſelves or our Friends; and 
tobe Helpful and Acceſſary to out own ſuffering, if it were 


do deb; and this the very Lew of Nature reſtrains us from, 


ind we cannot do it, for it is uaturel to mankind, and ao 
Nery Creature, to be helpful to pte ſetye it (elf and con- 
trary to nature, to be a means by it ſelf ( witgingly and 


willingly) of its own deſtridion, no man May in reafon riſe 


Wageinſt bimſelfco his on death, Which is the caſe : ſo 
s one reaſon taken from the very iam of, Natwe (which 
ejoyneth co preſerve our own ** aud not to deſtroy ou 
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tclvet nor our Friends and Neigtibours, neither by 


own bands, nor others through our means; wheref 
we refuſe to go or ſend out men in Arms on that occelþ 


2. It i tontrary to all equity «nd reaſon to be put u 

and expected — us ( — 2 are Inhabitants of this Cit 
Inaſmuch as we are daily a ſuffering and perſecuted people, 

commonly reputed ( though falſly.) as the very enemies of the 
Peace and good of the Land; and upon thet pretended 
Pad op arr to priſons, - &s 

in gr s of money, and many impoſitions pus 1 

15 3 2 eg we are thus dealt withal, and reftreinet of 
the lawful enjoyumeuti of common Freedom and Liberty, and am 
rightly due priviledges, as other inhabitants have, we cannot 


be permitted our Freedoms and Priviledges in our callings, and * 


to folla.p our employments, as we are men, nor yet our liberties 
# Ebriftians, in the exerciſe of our Chriſt ians duties, according th 
the perſwaſioxs of our Conſciences, aud example of Scriptures;but 
are impriſoned and perſecuted, and all our rights (both as 
we are men and Chriſtians) violated, and taken from u; Se- 
ing it is thus, how — —_——— 1 — — 
, er expetied! om us, that we e 
Find 0 echte ice nd duty, or perform the ſame, kichet 
in our perſbus or eftates ? there is no equity nor reaſon in 
that men ſhould be charged with # ſervier for the good 
che City, as this is proſeſſed tobe, Md yet not permitted 
to enjoy any portion ofrheend of ſuch a profeſſed ſerviee, 
but quite che ntrary im and ths is our cafe; It i 
ſſeu chat the Trained Bands are'raifed , and goes out 
r the good and peace of the City, end we are commended 
to joyn with chem for that good end; and yet we are cha- 
red and reſraintii of every part bf that end , and quite che 


contrary end id made or portion, and therefore it is nnequll * 


end uurenſunable in our (elves, as well as in them that expelt 
it from us, that we ſhould joyn in fuch duty and ſervice, 
likeas if x perſon ſhould adventure to Sea ſuch a ſum of mony 
in che hand of a Merchant, truſting him with che im 
n, for theendiobringin gain, und'at the return, the 
Mepchant keeps both Provxciple' and Produce from the Advew- 
+ turer, 
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w, and not only fo, but he makes uſe of the ſaid mony, 
to put the man to as much more need eſi charge and expences ; 
q not all men ſay it were contrary to both equity and rea- 
that ſuch Adventurer ſhould ever credit ſuch Merchant 
more;and much more unreaſonable that fuch Merchant ſhould 
parſuch Adventurer in Priſon , becauſe he will not give him 
krete and truſt bim with more ſtock; This Parable ſhews the 
erath of our Caſe, and proves the t ruth of both the Rea- 

Fons aforegoing. ” 


' Firſt, Th tt it coutrary to the Law and Principle of Na- 


, ture. 

Secondly, It is contrary to common Equity aud Reaſon (as 
thecaſe ſtandeth) for us to go out our ſelves, or ſend men 
den the occaſion mentioned, and for theſe Reaſons we do 

refuſe to do it. 
Alo let it be rightly conſidered how unreaſonable this thing 
þ that we ſhould now Suffer for not going forth in Arms, & 
yer divers of our houſes have been ſearched for Arms, and 
laben away from ws where any were found, and we threatned 
to be ſent to Priſon, for having any. Arms in our houſes , if 
but an old Sword, and yet now muſt Suffer becauſe we will 
* notkeep Arms, and go out in a War-like way with them; Allo 
unequal it is, that we are ſometimes threatned to perſecu- 
m becnuſe we are feared to fight, and at other times, threat« 
uud and made to ſuffer betgwuſe we will not go out with carnal, wean 
to fight 3 and thus are we made to ſuffer ou the one hand 
tod on the other, and afflictions are our portion on every 
fide, from the men of this Generation, and many are 
dur Troubles, till the Lord deliver us out of them 


all. 
"3" Becauſe we are true Chriſtians',! aud Redeemed, aud 
* © dined, ud Sand ißed by the. Lord , Jeſns . Chriſt , and 
ut men of Peace, and Love, and good Will cowards all 
men, «nd lives in it, and ſeeks after it, and are not men for 
Wit, d Strife, and Debate, but are Redeexwed out of that: 
Ewhich is in the fall from God, and d lipered from the 
wotking of fuck Works; and now we cannot, mer mu cor 
upens our ſelves, nor u 4 it in others, but do give wit - 
agi it, by ſuch our refiſal to rife up and go out with 
\ ex G 2 Carnal 
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Carnal Weapons, for all (n hinge are in the fall from 
that eſtate in which God placed an in the beginning, aud war; 
and fighting are in the enmity, and Spirit of Iniquty, Which 
is contrary to God, as lauh the Apoltle, Wars and fighting: 
do eri e from the luſt that wars in the members, Jam. 4. I. and 
from chat eſtate of enmity in the fall, and out of theſe works 
are we hedeemed and +andified by the Lord jeſus Chriſt , and 
do walkin his Dofiring , M ho hach exborted us to love our Exe. 
mies to do good for evil, and to reward no man evil for evil; but 
when we are ſmitten on the one cheek, to #174 the other, and tu be 
reconciled with our Neighbours; thefe and many ſuch . exhor» 
rations we have in the Scriptuſes to the true Chriſtians, 
which we defire to be found walking, in; and therefore we 
do deny to go out with Carnal Weapons to war againſt any, 
much leſſe aga inſt our own ſelves and our Friends as this caſe 
is, as before is ſhewed;z And we are come to the Spirit of 
Chriſt Jeſus, and to the Son ſhip tobe beirs of God, aud em. 
beirs with Feſus Cbriſt: Which State is greater then the 
State of the Kings of Iſrael, who ſometimes went out to 
war, and were Kighteous men, and juſtified of God in ſo doing, , 
yet that State was thore of the State of Chriſt, who was the 
Htirof God, to which State in meaſure we are come, and 
ſo are Redeemed from wars and fightings with Carnal Weapons; 
not onely in their worſt State, but in the beſt Eſtate of ſuch 
Mars, not onely in an evil and wrongful quarrel we can» 
not war, but in the beſt kind of quarrel, we refuſe out of 
Conſcience, to war our ſel:es, or to ſend others for us, t 
war with Carnal weapons, and that becauſe we are true Chri- 
ftians, an believes in Chriſt Feſus, and abides in his Doctrine, 
and loves peace with all men, and can do good to them that. 
hate ue, and are come to the end of Mars, and would have 
mens lives ſaved and not deftroyed, and are of the Spiritof 
Chriſt ſeſus which warred with Spiricual Weapo agaioh 
the evil luſts and evil affections within, and againſt that 
ſpirit of tranſgreſſion in mens hearts, that he might kill and 

doy that Spirit, and oy, che Bodics and Souls TN 
end ſuch war do we make this day with che Womens ofthe 
Spitit of God, that fin dy Be Min „ and unrig reouſpeſ 
Js 
but 


deſtroyed in mens hearts, and that Body and Soul ma 
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People, and would fo appean 
wn 'bis People onely- truſting in his power: and arm of 


251 
othec kind of war we cannot make for the Reaſons a- 
foreſaid , therefore. we are excuſable in, che fight of the 
Lord, in refuſing ro go out with carnal B"eapons, though yer 
we ſuffer Impriſonment, and are perſecuted, becauſe of the 


eo | 
15 from hence it be Objected by any, That this principle 
and pradliſe of denying to fight at all, is dangerous and of evil con- 
ſequence 3 and if all were of chis principle and pradiiſe, then 
we might be expoſed ta ruine and deſtruct iam by other Nations, 
v ho would come upon us and take our Country from us; and 
enſlave ug, and all-chis, while. we deny to bebe againſt them, 
and will not defend our ſelves by the uſe of carnal Weapons, 


Ec. | 
To which Lanſwer 3 1. If all the People in the Land 
were of this Principle, and Pradiſe, 1 deny to fight, orriſ: up 
with Carnal Weapons at all; this would prevent all Iaſurrecbi- 
ang ar home in our own Land, and. all the Fears thereof 
would be wholly removed, and without doubt we ſhould be in 
Peace, and no occafion of Fears of Wars among our ſelves in 
aur Country 3 and if all the People of the Land were of this 
Principle and Prattiſe, this good Conſequence would natur- 
ally follow; we ſhould, be in perfe& Peace in our own Na- 
tion, and without all Doubts or Fears of the contra 
: But, 2 
2. And if this ſame Spirit, and Principle, and Pradliſe were 
in all things believed end obeyed by all People, ſuch would be 
the vertue of the t of it, in the peace, and love, aud com- 
fortable union and fellowſhip that would flow forth among al people 
in our Land by ſuch Spirit, and Principle, and alſo to other 
Reoples through the World, that occaſion would not be 
admuniſtred to any other Nations, to invade or deſtrey ws by riſing 
upagein/t us; bat ſuch would be che vettue of ſuch a Govern» 
ment, wherein perfect peace were among the ame in obedi- 
ence to that Principle and Spirit, that all the Earth would 
be engaged towards ſuch 4 Gopernment in love and obedience, 
aud would fear and tremble be{are the Lord to offend it; yea, ſuch 
would be the Majeſty and 4 Ea Lerd God for ſuch bis 
them againlt their ene- 


: 


ſtrength, 


* Frength, -renotineing alf the Confidence in the ar of Fl 


the God of Heaven wontd'#pptar for them in his Salvation 
round about them fritue? and temporal; If (1 y) men 

were all come to rhe Principle and Prachſeʒ * pris why 
Truth, of Juſtice and Mercy, and to renounce all the contrary, 
and could af! carual har ny. and would truſt the Lord 
onely to defend them, and would in all things rely upon 
him, fach a People would be happy and bleſſed among 
themfelves, and al ſo a heppineſſe to all the World, and a joy and 
yet « terror to all Netions; and the God of Heaven would de. 
fend chem in alltheir wayes, from the Fury and Wrath of 
the Wicked ; and if the Lord were wholly truſted to and de- 
pended upon by all people, his eternal power would be (cen al- 
wayes in preſerving of them, for no man nor People ever 
yer truſled to the Lord, and was failed in their hope and core 
ftdence. 

3. But to come into the belief and 2 of that fpirit and 
principle which cleaves onely to the Lord and truſts in him, and 
altogether depends apog him for defence and preſervation, 
and renounceth carnal Weapons; this is onely the work of the 
Lord in mans heart, to beget People into the belief and obe- 
diente of the ſame , it is God only by his Power and Spirit 
that muſt bring all men to this eſtate; It cannot be taken 
upon a Perſon or a People if they will, or who may be of this 
Principle and Pratfiſe that will, this is not the way, it is not 
thus come by, no man can mould himſelf into ſuch a frame 
as to believe and obey God in all things, and ſo to truſt the Lord 
as to renounce carnal Weapons, but it is he alone that perſwades 
the Heart and Conſcience into the Faith and Praiſe of 
this; So we enjoyn no man nor People unto it, we may not 
per ſ ade any man to lay afide all Carnal as 
penalty of damnation, nor bind any ſuch thing upon him 
with a Curſe, till God pertwade his Heart, And as it was 
God that wrought che ſame in us, even to deny all carnal 


e and never to fight more with them, but co truſt 


the Lord altogether, and that upon the p:nalty of damnation, 


ſo we leave it to him to work the ſame in others, according 


to the Counſeſ of his own Will. 


Laftly, In full Anſwer to the Objection thus, We are con-' 


vinced 
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vinced in our Conſciences by 8 I of Cbriſt, of the unlaw- 
fulneſſe to our ſelves of going out to War with carnal Vea 
pos againſt any man in any caſe, and we cannot do it but we 
lin againft God, yet we leave all People to da, or not todo in 
that Caſe as they are moved and perſwaded by the Spirit of 
Ohriſt Jeſus in their own bearts, and may not perſwade any 
man to, or againſt this thing contrary to their own Conſcie 
ences; but as for us, we being Convinced chat we ought 
not to go out ta Var mitb carual Weapons, we muſt be obedi- 
ent to the Lord in this matter, and follow the Lord in 
bis leadings according to the light of Faith which we have 
received from him, wichour reſedũ to what may be the Con- 
; lequence of the ſame, we mutt not follow the Lord with re- 
ugh what effects may follow ( as of Peace or Trouble, 
oy or Heavineſſe ) to our autward man, but we mult be o- 
bedient to the Lord, ah ſolute, and not meaſure our love and 
faithfulneſſe, and obedience to him, by either cjeded or 
real Conſequences which may follow; for we muſt, and do 
truſt the Lord in whasſoever may follow upon our outward 
man for our obedience to him ; ſo ve are; not further care- 
ful in any thing mtg; the Lord may do, ox ſuſſerto be dove 
in amy Caſe, only tis our duty toſtanq un big Caunſel, and to 
walk in bx Fear, and to follow hi Teachyngs, and then we ate 
certain nothing will come to paſſe as. any Conſequence there- 
of, but what will be for our good and the glory of the Lord 
in the end;; for he hat h given us bears totruſt in him, and 
we do rely upon him tor defence and . in all caſes, 
and are made of him to truſt gr ſouls aud badies with bim in 
our obedience to his Will, commending our ſelves into his 
hand of power, to live or to die in our ſubje&ion to him 
wcording to bis Hea Wallz and our Souls do deſire 
that che — mind and heart were faund in all People, that they 
would obey, him in all things, and truſt in him anly, and 
commit the Conſequence thereof to him; Oh ! then ſhould 
the day be blefſed, und the whole Earth made happy, and 
the People re joyce in the Salvation of the Eternal God 
ſhould che Heavens ling for jay, aud the Saints and 
ngels re joyce together, when God alone is exalted inthe 
midit.of bis People , aud all Faith ang Obedience given vu 
byall the Sons of Mer. 
| 2 
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T7 E'nf6 and have been « Vieffering and perſrentio Prople 

þ by the powers of this World, ho have all riſen up 
ogainſt us from time tõ time to deſtroy us, and have taken 
pon nn and uſed: 44 wayes and meins 
for that end But che Lord God evertaftitig hath hitherto 
reſerved us, and” kepr its slive in his Name vnd by his 
ower, und hot only lò, but he hach enfarged us and in- 
crealed us, and made us to grow in ftrengtb, in corrage, in 
bold neſſe, and in number alſo, through all our Aﬀettions, Suf- 
ferings and herſceutiaas q and this is che Cordes doing, und 
ir is marvelous in Out eyes f that even thx fe menu, Which 
our enemies ha ve take), und thereby thought to dxſtroy us, 
by that very way ani meuns hat h the Lord advanced us, and 
promoted us, raiſed us up, and ſtrengthened is; ani encreaſed ws, 


and this is to his Prei al Fleh and the 
04 et 7 W 1 70 rpoſes turn» 
in 


gtben 
and Glo 

Wiſdom thereof — led 
ed backward,” 1 is miteride "Aga { Lord dud his 
Heritage; we have ſeen thi power of the Lord God en 
appearing in us and fot us, and we ure evident Wineſſes of 
his deliverances ahich he hath wrought, and we cannot but 
fic down aſtoniſped in the remewbrante of the things which 
our Ged hach done for his People in out age. 
Andth6ugh'muttirides ſhould” rife/up #gainſt u-, either in 
open, «Qual, furious Oppoſition, or in more ſecret Con- 
tention by Arguments, or what way elſe ſoever to over- 
throw us, yer we have one Nun r uiiiſt chem all to with- 
ſtand them, we have one Teſtiday wherewith to oppoſe 
them if multitudes ſhould come agtinft us in one day; 
which Witnefſe and Teftimonj, in which our Strengeh und 


Confidence ſyes, is that of the Spirit of Chrift Jeſi in our own 


N A bears witneſſe to ok ny we are my P. 55 of the 
gd, and bi en ewi us and preſerve 
þ | | ond for ever. Andthis Witneſſe Wü 
dient for us againſt multitudes of Enemies, and om 
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